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Homearama relief effort

Visitors to the Sterling Helghts Homearama aite
con save themaelves the price of admission on open-
Ing day today by donating to the relief effort for Hur-
ricane Andrew victims. The Bullders Asmoclation of

based [n Farmi; Hilla,
wiil nmpL cnnntd {ood, Laby formula or juice and
of diapees in exch for admla-

aion to the ahowcase of homea,

All proceeds from opening day ticket sales also will
be lonated to the relief effort. The local sssociation
isteaming with tho South Flosida Builders Amsocia-
tian and will continue to collect supplies at & truck
located by the main entrance. Glass containers will
not be accepted.

Homeazama/Condorama is on Ryan Road south of
Hall Road (M-59). Hours are 3-10:30 p.m. weckduyn,
noon to 10:30 p.m. weekends and Labor Day. It closcs
Sept. 27,

DeMattia to NTH board

Robert A. DeMattla, president und CEO of the
Plymouth development company
that bears his name, has become
the first outaide board member of
NTH Consultants.

He will assint In setting corpo-
rate policy for the marketing, finan-
cial and operational proctices at
NTH, a consulting firm thae* spe-
cializes ln gco!echn!nl and envi-

ing and build-
ing lechnulogy services.

Headquartered in Farmington Hills, NTH hasa
downtawn Detroit office and a regional affice in Ex-
ton, Pa.

Miller joins Signature

Signnture Associntes, Southfictd, has named Da-
vid T, Miller to head its newly
formed corporate real estate service
operations.

Milter will apecinlize in assisting
companies with multiple facilitics
that are owned or Jeased. He will
provide nssistance in leaac review,
renewal, subleasing, acquisition or
dispositlon of properticn.

Mlller formerly was vice preal.
dent of the commerclsl office lens-
jng divinion of Trerice Tosto, Birmingham,

State award to Janness

Marla S. Janness, mnnngcmhha lmmuu afCun
Ci

Mlllu

Michigan in Detroit, received lhe mz Key Av.nrd o(

Patlo living: This Botsford Commons patio home contains 1,650 square feet of space, has a full basement and a one-car garage. It
is one of three patio homes to be offered along with two ville homes and apartment living.

Senior housing:
design challenges

W Architects are beginning to
take notices of the changes
housing must undergo to
attract senior citizens who
want to maintain an inde-
pendent lifestyle.

1t can be difficult to grow old in a
houre bullt for the young. With each
year's pasalng, stairs are more difficult
ta climb, showers develop into 8 palnful

*In the kitchen, appliances are closer
together, with tho sink next to the stove
o a pot of water doean’t have to go far."

Scheduled to open a model home by
apring, Botaford Commons will Include
90 privately owned homes, 48 apart-
ments and 50 assinted living units. The
project in being developed by Botaford
Genernl Hospital on the grounds of the
Botaford Continuing Health Center
{formerly the Farmington Nuraing
Home).

Each reaidence will include such fea.
tures as non-slip flooring, Adjuunble

chore and faucets become an Iz
teat of strength,

Most seniors take the inevitable Irri-
tation In stride, but some are being
driven from thelr homes as once user-
friendly amenities such as door knolis
and window latches no longer turn or
open as casily as before,

While surveys show maat people
nearing retlrement age prefer to remain
at their current address, many potential
acniors and those [n their golden years
cnn atay In their homes longer than on-
ticipated by taking advantage of a num-
ber of new products designed to make
residences more accessible, both inride
and out.

Mike Reln, & partner wxlh Boweru
nml Rein A i

closets, RY

lower counter tops and cabincta, remavs
able cabinet doors under sinks and
other amenities. The total cost of the
development is $22 million,

“The project [n for people who feel
their present home s too Jarge oz would
prefer living with people their awn age.’
said Falne. "We'll also be putting in
nuch services sa a pharmacy, heslth
club, barber shop and beauty salon so
people won't have to travel for to take
care of their needs.”

Senior-friendly features

Among the building trends of the fu.
ture aimed at the older homeawner are

an
ing firm In Ann Arbor, which ia

the Soclety of A
Janness, a Troy resicdent, was chosm from among
her peera who serve or: the MSAE lioard of directors.,
1t in given to the MSAE board member in recognition
for service that hos surpassed expectations of the
rd.

MSAE ia the 700-member arganization of those
who manage profrasional and trade

Apartment completion

‘The fourth phase of construction at Park Place of
Narthville is enteelng completion, The 105-acre de-

1 of one- and two-l apartments was
built by Mark Joacol Associntes and s !
Ly its affiliate, Mark Management Co., Bingham
Farma,

‘The development in at Eight Mile, twa milea west
of I-275.

Condo operation class

| 0 I Cond Asaocin.
tion Operation will be offered by Wayne State Uni-
veraity's College of Lifelong Leamning beginning Oct.
13 in Stetling Heights and Nov. 10 in Livonla, The
classes will be taught by Robert Meianer, an attomey
specializing in condominium law and an Obaerver &
Eccentric columnist. Classcs will mect far four Tues.
days from7t0 9 pam. and wiil cover:

@ Legal and fiduciary ities of direct
and o(ﬂcen, and mtcnlhl linbllity incurred by them;
® C of re-
-ldctiunn.
of Lernhi Ings and

. tomintum di

The Llwnln clasn will bo taught at 15100 Hub-
bard; the Sterling Heighta clasa at 37400 Dodge Park.
Fee in 875 for one board representative and $50 for
each additional person from the same organization.
For information, call 677-4665,

BASM meetings

Sportscaster Jim Brandatatder will addeeas the
general membership meeting of the Builders Associa-
tlon of Southeastern Michigan at 6 p.m, on Sept. 10
at the Somerset Inn, 2601 W. Big Beaver.

BASM will team with the Apartment Asaociatlon
of Michigan for a trado show from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m,
Oct. 22 at Troy's San Marino Club, 1685 E. Blg Bea-

ver,
For informatlon, call 737-4477.

helping design Botsford Commona, a re-
tirement community in Farmington
Hilla et to break ground In the fall,
said senfor housing offers ita own chal.
lenges.

“We have to keep reminding our-
sclves that we're designing homes for
people who are more prone to take it a
little easier,” said Rein. “That means
all floors must be flush. Even sllding
doors nre out because they have that lit-
tle track,

Lighting a concern

*“We also found aenlors tend ta live In
the middle of rooms because they have
a problem with depth perception and
can't distinguish between the floor and
walls. Ta counteract that, we put in put
in more lightIng than normal.

dri and sidewalk slopes that do
not exceed 5 percent, climinating all
steps, in-home clevators for those who
can afford it, wider haliwaya and doora,
higher electrical outlets and more light.
ing.

Those hoping to stay in their present
houses have the option of adding some
do-[t-yourself features, “There’s no rea-
son people can't slowly adjust their
homes to fit their nredn, raid Steve
Faine, I

\
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doors with levers instcad of knobs,
French doors in place of sliding gloss
doors, backing for grab bars should they
cver be needed and shower stalls with
bullt-in seats.

In the kitchen, new appliances have
doors that ate easier to open and con-
trols that operate with a tap of the fin-
ger. C for sinka are

hinge allows for wheelchairs to pasa
through much more easily, and it's a lot
less expensive (850 for a pair) than tear-
ing out a door to make a larger open.
ing."

While senior-friendly products are a
tad on the expensive side, Flynn maid
pncﬂ should drop es demand picks up.

ing to the National Amsociation

that adjust to three different levels,
complete with (nsulated piping. And
once the cabinct is open, it permils casy

and support services I'or Bnn!nrd Gen-
eral Hospital In Farmington Hills.
“Windawa that open out Instead of
up are & good choice for those thinking
long-term. As the nation’s grows oldcr.
builders and h are begi:

heelchair access.

“We've seen a great deal of businesa
in child-safe products for the home, and
now menior-friendly products are draw-
ing more and more asles,"said Frank
Flynn, lnlu mansger for Ruasell Hard-
ware in B h

to apecintize in products which are easi-
or to use."
Among the jor-friendly features

“Grab bara are probsbly our biggest
sellee in that category. We also have o

avallable today, many of which are
being displayed at area home shows, are

hinge which allows a door to
be nﬁntl from the jumb so people pass.
ing through have e clear opening. The

of Home Builders (NAHB), the number
of people aged 65 and ofder will double
between 1990 and 2030, And from & sur-
vey by the NAHB's National Council
on Seniors Housing, approximately 86
percent of those 55 and older say they
prefer ta remain In their vwn homes,

The National Easter Sea) Society of-
fees a free pamphlet called “Easy Ac-
cess Housing for Easier Living” To
receive 8 copy, send a sclf-addressed,
stamped, business-size envelope to
Easy Access, in care of the Natjonal
Eaatet Seal Society, 70 E. Lake Street,
Chicago. 1. 60601,

Mortgage break for energy-efficient houses

ByR.J. Kixa
HrEciaL WRITER

For home buyers wha lower their en-
ergy bills by adding such improvements
as heavier inaulation or more energy-el-
ficient windows, the mortgage Industry
will reward their conservation by offer-
ing more generoun loan deals.

As long as home owners ahow month-
ly navings on electricity, gas and other
eneegy conaumptlon, participating
lenders will count thulv aavings s ln-

dent and dicector of matketing for Stan-
dard Federal Bank in Troy.

“But far someone who puts 50 pee-
cent down on a home, and has a good,
ateady Income, the energy-efficient
mortgage wouldn't come Into play, The
plan is for people who want to buy a
little more than the maximum house
they ean afford.”

Many of the plans offered by arca
lendern are tied to the buyer's houaing
deht-to-income ratio, where the maxl.
mum monthly

come when
huyess for a mortgage.

Most of the plans, commonly referre
to am energy-cfficlent mortgeges, are
patterned after a new marketing push
by tho Federal Home Loan Mortgage
Corp. (Freddie Mac), one of the nation’s
largest sources of mortgage money. The
plan is open to fisst-time and move-up
huyers, sellers and refinancers.

“Energy-efliclent maortgages are very
helpful for people who have trouble
qualifying for a apecific home and need
that extra bit of cushlon to be ap-
proved," sald William Yaw, vice presl-

73

payment, often limlied to 28 percent of
a barrower'a income, ls raised by as
much as 33 percent after an [nepection
by an energy consultant ar appraiser.
For example, if household income is
$38,000 & year, the maximum mortgage
payment permlitted by most lenders will
be around $880 & month. The payment
includes principal, interest, taxes and
property insurance. At that rate, the
homeowner would be limited to a loan
of roughly $90,000, using the atandard
28 percent ratlo and a monthly mort.
gage payment of $888 at a flzed mort.

+

gage rate of 9 percent,

But with an encrgy-efficient mort.
gage, an energy consultant may find a
future home owner could save as much
as $90 a month on utility bllls by add-
ing $5,000 worth of improvements auch
as an attlc ventilation wystem oz selec-
tive window replacementa.

The $90 savings wauld then be added
as {ncome so buyers could qualify for a
larger home. Monthly payments would
be higher but the lender would be will-
Ing to vlew the buyer an an acceptable
credit rink due Lo the savings an energy
bills.

Under this new scenario, the home
awner cou)d qualify for & loan of rough-
Iy $103,000, using a 31 percent ratfo in-
stead of 28 percent. The $5,000 worth of
improvements, though, would have to
be added within a year afler the buyer
moves In.

*The whole dea is to give borrowers a
little compensation for doing what basi-
cally maken a lot of sense anyway, buy-
ing » house that wastes as little energy
a3 possible,” nald John Hemachoot, di-

{

rector of mortgage policy for Freddie
Mac. “Why should buyers be penalized
for spending money in an intelligent
way?"

Newly constructedd homes are also
part of the package, as qualified buyers
can add any energy savings below an
average scale to the mortgage equation
at the time of application, Again, an ap-
pralser would likely determine what
amount would be saved on more energy-
conacious systems,

What's more, some area banks have
put thelr own spin on the concept, Com-
ctica offers what it calls a communlty
homebuyer program where the mini-
mum down payment [z § percent, paid
eithee by the buyes, & relative of the
buyer or & non-profit neighborhood or-
ganlzation. Under traditional lending
guidelinen, banka often require a mini.
mum down payment of 10 percent with
little room for flexibility. But the cur-
rent economic climate and poor con-
sumer confidence have made it more
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