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books and magazines.

More than 200 youngsters from first to eighth
grade participated in the 1992 Reading Challenge
which was sponsored by Borders Book Shop and
The Observer & Eccentric Newspapers. These .
children read at Icast three newspaper articles and
three books during the summer. Several read many --..-
more than that. John was the big winner in our
final drawing and 25 of the children listed
below(%) won 310 gift certificates.

Of course, we think they're all winners. It's
becn proven that when children read during the
summer months they maintain or improve their
reading skills. If they fail to open a book or pick up
a magazine or make reading a regular par of their
lives, their reading skills drop off by the time
school opens.

ohn Notarianni read “about 20 books” over the
summer months of '92 and won a 350 shopping
spree at Borders Book Shop for his achievement.

Some of the books were long and some were
short, but the important thing here is that John got
involved in our 1992 reading challenge.

In third grade at Hillside Elementary in
Farmington Hills, John says he likes Mrs. Weh, his
new teacher,

He also cares enough about his sister, Molly,
who also completed the reading challenge, to share
part of his prize with her.

In addition to books, John has been known to i
pick up a magazine or two. . .or three. . .or four.
Nintendo Power, Boys' Life, Kid's City and
National Geographic are all on his reading list.

The “what do you want to be when you grow |

likes to play with GameBoy, GI Joe, and Legos.

And we know that he likes to rcad.

To read. A basic skill that too many Americans
have not adequately mastered. It's estimated that as
many as one in five Americans has a reading
problem at a time when 90 per cent of all
occupations require some reading and writing, and
at least 45 million Americans lack the skills
necessary (o compete.

Sad isn't it? Is anything being done to bring
lower this depressing statistic? Happily, the answer
is “yes.” In schools and libraries in your community,
volunteers and professionals are tackling the
problems of adult illiteracy.

And, if an ounce of prevention is worth a pound
of cure, it would seem worthwhile to encourage

Congratulations Reading Challengers!
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