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Bravr Watter

Te paraphrase a certaln Labor
Day telethon host, this Super Big
Gulp's for the klds — more specifi-
cally, for those youngaters who play
on Went Bloomfield High School
athletic teama.

During a two.hour period after
Fridoy night's West Bloomficld
High School home football opencr,
the 44-punce fountaln drinks will
be courteay of Ted and Gall Iako-
vidin, new co-owners of the 7-Elev.
@n store on Orchard Lake Road near
Lone Pine Road. Well, slmost.

Actually, the Super Hig Gulp's
will sell for 93 cents. But for cach
ovne sold after the game, the Iakovi-
dises will turn around and donate
that doltar ta the West Bloomficld

to go out and buy cleats, tennis
whoes, other equipment or whatever
accessarics (such as sweat bands or
socks) they need that the district
docsn’t already have available for
them.

*1t's for the necesanry things that
kids have to buy that the district
doean't provide,” Mra. Tnkovidia
sald. *“Tho first dollars will go to
kids of need . . . But they (high
school officials) will handle that.
The coaches will know more than
anyone elae who needa [t ond whe
doesn’t.”

The Novl couple, which toek over
the store June 1, hopes to sell may-
be 300 of the drinks Fridoy night
and repent the process at the begin-
ning of the season for ‘every other
high school boys and girls varsity

High School Athletic D

The money will help students
from high achool families who aro
poatibly feeling the financinl pinch

aqued throughout 1992.93.

“We could raise $2,000-to-$3,000
per year for the athletic depart-
ment,” Ted lokovidis said. “That's
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ot install new windows with
our Andersen window expert.
Learn the tools and lech-
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from our wide variety of
energy efficiont windows.
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a lot of money. That's a lot af
shoes.”

Don't forget checrleaders

They alsa hope cheerlesders also
will benefit from the proceeds.

“What [ don't want neglected in
thin ere the cheerleadors,” Gall
Inkovidis said. ‘'Sometimes,
chectleading geta neglected in terms
of heing a sport. They are athletes
00"

Because 30 many teenagers buy
lunch and anscks at their store, the
ownera cooked up an idea to give
something back. "We just thought,
"We've got oll these kids {am cus-
tumers), and they're not bad
kids,' " Ted Inkovidis said.

But Mrs. Inkovidis emphasized,
however, thot helping out high
wchoo) athletes ian't the only goal
they hope to achieve through the
Super Big Gulp sales.

Pousibly just as important is
drawing adults to what has long
been perceived as a tecpe-only han-

"7-Eleven pours money into sports

gout, to show them that golng ta the
“4-Eleven ot night lan't hazardous to
their health,

Adults welcome ‘

“We want the adults to know this
Is a safe place to come and that we
want thelr business,” she aaid.
“They've been lost in the whuffie

. . There’s no reasan the teenagers
and famllies can't share the same
place.”

Not helplng the situution is the
penchant for groups of teenagers to
congregate in front of the conven.
fence store, both during school
hours and at night, underscoring a
common critlciam of the township
that teens lack aupcrvised placea to
gather.

And, when adults are faced with
the prospects of hoving to wade
through = group of teenagers, they
typically decide to go clsewhere for
that loaf of bread or gallon of milk,
sald West Bloomfield police Sgt.
Michael Madigan.
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Celebrities turn up
at convenience stor:

BY Tiv 8Tt
8rarr Weres

Who seys adults don’t ever
come to the 7.Eleven store on
Orchard Lake Road nesr Lone
Pine Road, owned by Ted and
Gail lakovidis?

Famous folka such as Detroit
Tigers pitcher Frank Tansno,
Channtl 7 news anchorman Bill
Bonds and former Detrolt Pia-
tons guard Vinnie Johnson stop
in tu buy a thing or two from the
convenicnce stare — maligned in
tecent years ns a place where
teenage ruwdies hang out, hence
keeping older people away.

“Frank Tanana came in for
cuffee,” Ted Inkouvidin said. “He
wos looking for the Sccretary of
State’s office (actunlly located
acroxs Orchard Lake Road in the
Crosswinds Malb). Vinnie John-
non comes in for everything and
Bill Bonda llwlyl comen in for a
New York Times."

Apparently, Johnson spread
the word sbout the 7-Eleven
store to ex-teammeotes such an

Bill Laimbeer and Dennla Rod-
tman, who come in occasionally,
lakovidis said.

He mentloned Detroit Red
Wings superstar Steve Yeerman
a8 yet another steady customer,

IEITTRTIVISII

Of course, it would be fine.-|

with Iskovidis if some regular
adult folks start frequenting his
business, which he and his wife
bought in June.

The store owners this week aro
embarking on o ycarlong fund:
raising program for the West
Bloomficld High School Athletic
Department, kicking it off by do-
nating proceeds from every
Super Big Gulp sold (for 99
cents) afer Friday's opening
home football game.

Besides ralsing funds to help
out high school athletes who

sispsypesnyecs

seiayise

might have & hard time purches-

ing shocs or ather items needed

to compete, the Novi couple also”
wants to raise awareness of

township sdults sa that they

don’t have to be fearful of com-

ing to their store,
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