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Hey, parents:

Please raise those kids

ome sound advice was rendered by

community leaders in the woke of the

disclosure that sports gambling was

taking place among students at North
Farmington High School.

A lot of that counset — detailed in o Page 1
atary in last Monday’s Observer — is direeted
ut parents, not students, and we hope the moth.
ers and fathers are reading (and heeding) it.

First of all, it should shock no one that a dol-
lar or two is booked by high school students on
the of college or ional garnes.
And anyonc who thinks that such gaming ia
limited to North Farmington students alone in
preliably one of those unfortunate souls who bet
a hundle on the Lions against the Redskins lost
season.

1t should alse be no great revelution that un
occasional Marslboro ia fired up or that ence in a
while a top is papped (or cork pulled) un a con-
tainer of splrxfuv[rummh by the “adults of to-
moreow,”

Gambling, after all, in a vice just like smoking
and drinking and dope., Students, like adults,
become ensnared through advertising and peer
pressure. They can also get involved in anather
way: by trying to emulate their parents,

Ah, back to the parents. Those who make the

baby should that it’s their i
bility to raise the baby — and that includes
guiding him/her through those perilous teen
years.

Betty Nicolay, founder of Farmington Fami-
lies in Action and a former Citizen of the Year,
puts it best when she says that parents must
keep in touch with their offspring.

Know what your youngsters are doing and
how much money they have and how they're
spending it, she said. And please, parents, none
of this “Do-as-I-say-and-not-as-I-do’ parcating
technique in bringing up junior.

Said Nicolay, “Our attitudes as adults have a
great deal to do with how a child performs.”

William Dwyer, Farmington Hills police
chicf, has more good advice for teens and
adults: Don't be afraidl to come to the authori-
ties — sehool or police ~ with information
about this problem,

After all, that's how this North Farmington
gumbling thing came to light. One person gol
fed up with the d threats and i
tion and blew the whistle. So far, no other whis-
tles have been heard,

People should remember that the first steps
in solving problems are exposing and identify-
ing them.

Property tax plan unequitable

cighbors could be at each
N other's throats some day

und banging Town Hall's
dvars, if vaters approve Propos-
al C, the “cut & cap” property
tax plun on the Nov. 3 baflot.

e

PHOPERTY

VAN There's a fishhook in the plan
Z’ROI’OS:\ lS that gets bigger and sharper
over the years.
E Let's start with two houses

thut are identical -~ easy, in
smburbun sobdivisions — and woerth $100,000
apiece in today’s market, They are assessed for
Ralf of true value, v $50,000.

EUndur cut & cap,” ussessment increases

wauld be limited by law to 3 percent a year. So

the assessments could he $51,500 the Girst year,
3,045 the second, and so0 on until the 10th

%ﬂr when they are $67,196.

£Meanwhile, let's be conservative and ussume

g{lucs rise 8 percent annually, compounded,

@yer 10 yeurs.
Without “cut & cap,” the assessment would

&sc to nearly $108,000, or 61 percent more than

Bth o 3-percent cap.

= The fishhook is that if one neightior sells, his
use is intmediately reassessed ut half the true

muarket value, or $108,000.

-Su the neweomer to the neighborhood finds

ﬂs family paying 61 percent mote than the fam-

living there 10 years.

hat's patently unfair.

= A similar proposal did pass constitutional

muster in California. ‘I'hat case should not ob-
scure the basic unfairness of sending wildly dif-
furent tax bills to neighbors in nearly identical
huuses a few years down the road.

Indeed, it may not pass muster under the
Michigan Constitution, whose first section
“Government is instituted for their cqual
, security and protection.”

As socinl policy, a cap is inherently discrimi-
natory against young couples buying an existing
house,

A jobeseeker would be less inclined to move
{0 a new opportunity if one were punished by
the property tax system.

Indeed, it’s nstounding that the Michigan Re-
altors Association wonld support a proposal so
inimical to its awn hopes for high property
turnover.

You will not, ol course, hear the bad effect of
“cut and cap” advertised by the anti-govern-
ment people like chambers of commerce. You
may not hear that point mentioned by pro-gov-
ernment groups like the teachers unions.

But if you think you or your kids might be
alive 10 years from now, you awe it to cveryone
tu think hard before swallowing the “cut & cop”
fishhioak.

This is the first in a periodic series of editori-
als on the “cut and cap" proposal. Future edito-
rials revivw the effect on schools, where the mon-
ey wotdd come from to replace that lost from
property taxes and a look at Michigan's finan-
ciul future.
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Wants contract detalls

am anxious to have all the Tetters signed so
l that details of the teacher contract settle-
munt can he printed in the paper.

Obvinusly, programming and cven safety for
our students have suffered in the past couple of
years. The afficial fine is that the evil bugeymun
“recapture” is {0 blame.

But all the savings forced by recapture may
not add up to the raises granted our teachers in
the one-year contract last year and the new
three-year contract.

The nrrumcm. that the nchools must “remain

jve” isn't very ive in the light of
m:ont presa reports that show Farmington
hers the fourth-highest paid in Michi

1 reupect the very irnponam. work that teach-
¢r3 do and am happy with my childrens’ educa-
tion in Farmi But the fact ins that
teachers’ annual pay equals and exceeds that of
other professionals who often do not have the

fine medical benefita and retirement that edu-
cators do.

1 often hear that doctors and lawyers are bet-
ter paid; the fact n.mnum lhul n-uuuuh seien-
tiata, itects, nurses, b ccountant
und many other degreed pmfmumnls are not.

Toa those fine teachers who care about chil-
dren, my respect and thanks, But the atmos-
phere created by buttons and pickets at the be-
ginning of vur schoo! yeor gave my child night-
mores,

Mary A, Power, Farmington
R N

Oplnlons are to be shared: We wefcome your
ideas, as do your neighbors. That's why we offer
this space on a weekly basis for opinfons in your
own words. We will help by editing for clarity. To
assure agthenticity, we ask that you sign your
letter and provide a contact telephone number.

Letters should be maited to: Editor, The Farm-
ington Observer, 21898 Farmington Road, Farm-
ington 48336,

Hard right rejects modernization

nybody whe didn't catch Tim Richard’s

piece on “Conservative groups may force

a state Con-Con" in last week's paper
missced o significant and original work of politi-
cal analyais,

Richard, who writes on the local implications
of stote and regional news, covered last month's
state Republican convention in Grand Rapids.
There he picked up word that the same funda-
mentalist wing of the Michigan GOP that gave
Gov. John Engler such fits at the canvention is
thinking of pushing for a state conatitutional
convention when the issue comes on the ballot
in 1994,

What would they like to do?

According to Richard, they are backing some-
thing called “full choice,” i.e. a state voucher
that parents could take to any school — public,
private, proprictary or parochinl. *“They praised
McGuffey’s Readers, Latin and parochial
achools, Away from the microphoncs, I heard
mutterings about creationiam,” he said.

Richard concluded that, “They are on a holy
crusade to 'take back our culture.”

‘This is pretty atrong stufl,

But don’t underestimate the moral fervor or
politica) power that's coming together here.

My Republican friends confirm Richard's
fuess that the hard right, including Michigan
Right to Life, had something like 45 percent of
the delegates at the GOP convention. This is
the same graup that nearly put the party inte
the Pat Roberison camp in 1986-88 and which
put lagcthct tho grasa roots mgnmmuon that

ked AIDS, tolerated

aged b
abortion and du\troyed the teaditional family.
The public schools have failed to educate, dis-
placed religional and cthical standards, indoc-
trinated childeen with left-leaning ideas and en-
forcedl a coercive liberal intellectual orthodoxy.
The media are run by cultural elitiats who pro-
pogate the same orthodoxy.

Thie political syatem does nothing but pander
to special interest graups and must be cleansed
by people of atrong convictions and true values,

Upon reflection, 1 am persunded that the
same dynamics that created the Islamic funda-
mentalist movement now shaking the Arab
world are driving the hard Republican right.

Both groups reject the conscquences of mod-
ernization as blaspheming traditional values.
Both look with anger and sadness at the deteri
oration of old-fashioned virtue and soctal insti-
tutlonn nuch o8 the family. Bath feel that the
of the 20th century, far

half the Republi for
the U.S. Congress in last month's pnmarlca

It's the Michigan versian of the same people
who took over the platform committee and
rammed the most conservative manifesto in
modern times through the Republican national
convention in Houaton,

What's renlly going on here?

As 1 read this group, they really do believe
that important elements of today's world are
fundamentally odioua to enduring American
cultural valucs.

The moral breakdown of America has encour-

from bringing clarity and hope, have led to con-
l'uniun, l:rrurcmd lockstep orthodoxy enforced by
the of the gov

1t's o viow of the world that says the resulta of
.| the passage of modern history are not “prog-
ress” but, in fact, regreasion.

Many may disagree with this interpretation,
but it's hard to argue with the emotional power
that it expresses.

Philip Power is chairman of the company that

owns this ncwspaper,



