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POINTS OF VIEW

‘Educational reform continues into 1990s

where students have a cholce among

eacher strikes aren't the big sion on Excellence and called for edu- high schools for *‘at risk"” students and
news of this achool year. cational mandates to solve “the rlsing students who may not learn as well ina | three high schools: Andover, Lahser o,
. .Although hard on oll parties, | tide of medioerity.” tradlitional classroom setting. and a Mode! High School which em- T3
by and by they'll bo settled, Salariea The second, begun in 1986, empha- Detrolt Schoola are also trying to hasl: 1f-di d learnt -
=

are upward bound — the median sal-
ary for tha tri-county area ts $47,335 —
but at icast the Michigan Education
Associntion is finally casing up on pro-
cedures for getting rid of poor teachera,
Tho real newes this fall is the array of
now programa grown out of new philo.
sophics about how kids lcarn set
agalnst a backdrop of Schools of
Choice. They're starting up al! over
metropolitan Detroit, city and suburt

sized restructuring local schools from
the battom up.

‘That continucs, says Gretchko, but
now the focus is on what Is taught and
how it [s taught, geared to the individ-
ual community served.

“It's moving so fost — I'vo never
seen educatior move so fast,” con-
firmed Judith White, assistant super-
intendent for curriculum and staff de-

) t in the Farmi Public

— some moro easily than othera.
West Bloomficld Superintendent
Seymour Gretchko says schools
throughout the nation are in the third
wavo of educational reform begun in
the mld '80s.
The first evolved from the Commia-

School innovation includes séarch for new money -

t's nice that some suburban school

districts are planning “innova-

tive" programs for the kids who
started the new school year within the
past few days,

In the old days, innovative programs
were limited to those districts that had
the moncy to be innovative, Generally,
those were categorized as out-of-formu-
la districts, those that had so much
property tax wealth behind each stu-
dent that it didn't qualify for state dol-
lars.

‘The diatricta that depended on state
dollars, referred to as in-formula dis-
tricts, were innovative only in the sense
of trying to find money to sustain a
“stand still"” budget.

But in the past two years, even the
wealthy districts have been complain-
ing about the financial ahell games
played by state politicians in Lansing.

The out-of-formula districts used to
have it easy before the summer of 1991,

L

Schools.
That district is piloting:

piTH DONER BERNE'

® A linking of related subjects for
incaming ninth graders at Harrison
High Schoa) and for all middle school
i to try to break through tho

® Ayear-round el y school.

® A ‘'zero-hour” starting before the
regular class day at Nosth Farmington
High for students who want to take an
additional academic subject.

When a shopping center or Ford plant
built an addition, the local school sya-
tem would get 100 percent of the addi-
tional property tax revenue ggnerated
by the property improvement, The
school boarda nlso realized a pile of
new moncy when the local property as-
sesaments went up as much s 15 per-
cent o8 o result of 2 booming real estate
market,

In sharp contrast were the in-formu-
1a diatricts, which took the money ftom
new developments or the annual in-
crenses in praperty assessments, but
had to give back part according to the
state aid formula.

The less-wealthy districts
forced to generate “innovative' pro-
grams that hod nothing directly to dn
with students, but rather involved
marketing special programs and find-
ing new sources of mancy.

One good cxample was the Wayne-

traditional fragmented mpproach to
learning.

This fall, Southficeld joins the short
list of districts which offer alternative

W The districts that de-
pended on state dollars, re-
ferred to as in-formula dis-
tricts, were Innovative only
in the sense of trying to
find money to sustain a
“gtand still”’ budget.

determine what will work for students.
Last year, it was, as it turned out, pri-
marily male acndemies as they sought
to establish a curriculum to stem the
tlde of black male dropouts.

‘This year, the much-publicized Mal-
colm X School is designed to see il
young black children can learn more
readily in an African-centered curricu-
lum, They must wade through a hos-
tite, white enclave to do it

Many of these changes arc tied to
choleo — parents and students choos-
ing schools and programs to more
closely suit the way they learn — and
where they think they')) fee) more com-
fartable.

Which brings us to Bloomfield Hills,

Westland school district’s effort to ag-
gressively ts adult educati
program, a move that backfired on it in
the mid-1980a. At the time, the state
was generous in funding adult educa-
tion programa and gave local schools
moncey based on an enrollmen? formu-
a.

But later the education department.
claimed that the district was too ag-
gresaive and had fudged on its enroll-
ment figures. Ultimately, there was a
compromise and the district agreed to
give back some of the money through
futuro state aid payments.

‘When former Gov. James Blanchard
and the Legislature implemented the
*Robin Hood" cancept in the summer
of 1990, they took money from wealthy

A recent study brought out what
tenchers and students already knew —
Andover is moro ethnically diverse
than Lahser and more competitive.
And some studenta (or their parents}
feel more comfortable in one atmos-
phere or the other — sometimes based
on prejudlee.

Change in education, this year is

spelled C-H-0-1.C-E. And it's not just _

the children who will be leaming from
the choicea which are made.

Judith Doner Berne is assistant
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managing editor for the Oghland Coun-.,

ty editions of the Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers.

tive” and come up with new ways to
pay for existing programa and services.

Some merely used the old approach,
asking voters for a property tax in-
crease. Moat were rejected.

Then they tried to convince voters
that they should be “innovative” and
pay only for the extracurricular pro-
grams their children actually use. Tha
was called the “pay-to-play” policy
with parents paying a flat fee for each

fi. hool dit thcir

son or dnug}'iwr participated in.

When some wealthy districts talk
about innovation, they refer to unique
educational programs, But the reality
for mont district is that “innovation™
now means “how to find money to pay
for hers’ salary i '

districts, laundered it and
some of it to poor districta

That raised a howl from the wealthy
districts, forcing them to be *“innova-

popers.
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Robert E. Weinstein, M.D.

is pleased to announce the association of

Manjul DIxit, M.D.

Foi the Practice of

ALLERGY, ASTHMA
AND
IMMUNOLOGY

Pediatric and Adult Patients
Southfield - 22250 Providence Dr.

Novi - 47601 Grand River Ave.
Miiford - Providence Hosp., N. Milford Rd.

“How we live is
as important
as where we live...

That's why we chose
Oakbrook
Apartment Homes."

\e feel right at home at Oakbrook Apartment Homes.
Iv's the perfect reti [ ity. Ourap
is settled on 32 beautifutly landscaped acres in
Dearbom. We don't have to worry about housekeep-
Ing or maintenance, they're included. We come and go
| as we please. or use transportation provided by
Qakbrook. With all it has to offer, Oakbrook is the
petect choice.”

Il you're looking for a retirement community that lets

you live how you want to live, and keep your Indepen-

dence, d Oakbrook Ap: Homesin

Dearborn. Oakbrook provides residents with 24-hour

r tation, banking services, d

B Ing dining, and specially planned outings. And with

jl continuing care services 1able through Oakbrooh
Comman, you'll have assistance with dally living
needs, or long term care, if you ever need It.*

Oakbrook Apartment Homes are part of the Oakbrook
Common C ity. Phase 11 |
has begun. So call 1-800-642-HOME for more informa-

H tion or send in the coupon below.

. Oakbrook residents Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Kopke

call (313) 559-8860 for an appolntment

Michigan Eyecare Institute

"' Myopic Surgery
: Refractive Surgery

) R_;adial‘Keratotdmy
Excimer Laser Surgery

Learn What These Procedurcs Are
And If You Can Benefit From Them
Call she Michygan Eyecare Inatitule, where wr have had aver

fowrteens years of expesience In Myopic srRery and where the
first Exctmer Laser 0 Michigan was located. Our doctor was

the aecond 1 ie United States 1a perform Radial Keratotomy
an It first cuseently prachicing i Michyian to perforin tns
procedute.

Scheduler lectures. FREE acyecnlings amd eonsultations are
avallable i your area by calling 352.2804 o5 4647800, Ask tar
Prarl ar Nancy, specialists In Myopie counseling

Oakbrosk Commpn Retirement Community is @ subsidiary of
Oakwood Health Services, & non-profit (orporstion.

When It Comes To Your Eyecs
Don't You Deserve A Doctor With
The Greatest Longterm Experience?

*As provided in revdency agreement
—— ——n - T o v e =G

D Please send Information on Oakbrook
Apanment Homes.

Name
Address
City
State
Phone t

Complelr quallly rye rare at uflordable prices Five convenient
nrighbashood bocations 1o seny yous
.

20877 Telegraph, Sulte 100
Southficld, MI 48034

zip

3082-23806
Setachry Tisher Oakbrook C: [«
l.:n"?llﬁ‘l. oﬂnmm:n ﬁ’:‘-‘.:m m‘::l‘:l:‘ 16351 Rotunda Drive Dearborn, MT 48120
Livends, b0 68134 Detrolt, M1 48302 1-800-642-ROME
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