————
MaiLyn FrrenerT, Enrror
984-2102

12B(F)

'SUBURBAN

Sarah Wolk, president of Sarah
Wiulk Associstes public relations/
marketing firm 2 pleased to an-
onuncerd the promotiona of Jen-
alfer McMlllan, who was previ- i
ausly occount coordinater, to senjor SN y
account coordinator and Johanne [ .
Hinotte, who was previously office McMillan

managet, to executive assistant.

Gerald Lundy, senior vice presi-
dent st Casey Communications
M Inc. in h
hux been clected ta the Cullege of
Feltows of the Pulilic Relations So.
ciety of America, the national nsso- -
ciation for public relationn practi- Lundy
tioners.

Cindy Carr ha been promoted
s wenior account executive for
Stone August Baker Communica.
tion Campunics, a position in
which whe will be rexponsible for
~erving such accounts as Weight
Wutchers franchise groups and e, Y
NBD Banks — Eastern Region.  garp

John Packwood of Bloomficld
* Hills how heen appointed Michigan
executive vice president and mem-
ber of the exccutive committee for
Mulern Enginceriog, o leader in
the internstional technical and en-
i i services for i
wircraft, supplier and related in-
<lustrien. Mwlezn Engincering s a |
biciary of the CDI C i
of Phitadelphia,

. F'u aubmit materiala to this column, please send a
. brief biographical summary along with a black-und-
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W The U.S. lags behind Europe when it comes to taking advantage of
opportunitics to export goods to the former Soviet Union. But some
arcn businesses are getting their fect wet, laying the foundation for
future deals.

By GERALD FRAWLEY
Srarr Writen

With o capitalist vereion of the Mar.
shall Plan in mind, North American

Progreasive Tool & Industries Co.,
Southficld-based autemation, welding
and asscmbly systems designer and
manufacturer, knew it was the right

time to go {a the former Soviet Union.

husiness preuple are descending on the
countries of the former Soviet Union
with pri in their hearts, but

In March, company rep!
went on g trade mission ta the cities of
Moscow and Minsk. Today, Progressive
Tovl and Industrics Co. hos scvercl
projects in the discussion stages and

an cye firmly planted un the bottom
ine.

white photo, if possible, to: Buxiness Editor, Obscrver
& Eceentric Netspopers, 36251 Schooleraft, 7
4150

Anthony Vulman, who heodn the en-
incering division at P, ive Tool &
Industries Co. sald his company saw an

tooks forward 10 a prosp partner-
ahip.

upportunity after the breakup of the So-
viet Unjon.

The question in; Will businessen from
the West take advantage of the opportu-
nity?

“American busineeses are like the
country itnelf — they're voey conserva-
tive,” Vulman said. While he was there,

TAMMIL GRA ERRTARF ARTIT

Trade mission: getting to know you

said. Despite the difference between the
East and West, the people there hove
long admired our way of life, he said.

The law officen of Miller, Canfield
Paddock and Stone in Detroit and the
accounting firm of Delvitte & Touche,
along with the travel group Travel Key/
U.S, Exch i

he sald ho noticed
ntives from German, Japanese and Ko-
rean husinessen,

*“We have to start getting our feet wet
aver there,” he salil,

Vulman said he found the people to
be very accommo!sting to Nozth Amee-
can businesses. If given a choice, he bes
licvea they would choose North Ameri-
can buslness as partners,

“It's from history and tradition,” he

are a trede
mission to Moscow in Runsia, and
Minsk in Byclorussin Oct. 10-2).

Eugene \W. Pyatenko, a partner ot
Millez, Canficld Paddock snd Stone
sald there are more than 300 mitlion
consumers In need of practicslly every-
thing in the republica of the former Sa.
viet Union.
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Trade agreement
to spur new ways
-of doing business

By R K H‘Once the free-trade

Lower food prices, a reducrion of PACY I8 ratifled, It will
' ion costs and § 1 ellminate tarlffs on
trade are the most telling benefits goods and services ,

of the recently announced North
Americon Free Traile Agreement 'f?::‘::'nagl}"sa,net gain
S

_between the United States, Canada
David Victor

»' and Mexien,
Human Resoiirces Advisory
Council

“Once the free-trade paet ix roti-
<l it will eliminate most tariffs
2 now imposed on goods and services
. between the three countries, leading
o tea net gain for the U.S, woid Da.
vidl Victar, president of the Human
Renvurces Advisory Council, un in-
ernational management and con-
1ting firm in Bloomfickt Hilla.
Victor, who also ia an axsociate
professor of international tmanoge-
C.ment at the Gary Owens School of
Sunineas at Eastern Michigon Uni-
raity in Ypallanti, recently spent
wo months in Mexico wscuuting
husiness opportunitics,

dente and mnanagement positions
with U.S, personnel.

The net effect will be promotions
within U.S. companies leading to
more management jobs at home, Al-
ready, the U.S. automakers have
nizable operations aleng the north-
ern border of Mexico, an do large
oute wopplivrs like Lear Sesting
Corp. in Southfield and Douglus &
Lutnasen in Farmington Hillw, both
of which produce cot seats for the
Big Three.

“If the treaty ia ratificd, we'll be-
gin to sce mistdle. and smaller-level
sutomotive suppliers open factories
in Mexico, hut it will depend on the
product and whether it's feasible,”
said James Harbaur, president of
Horbout Associntes, an automotive
consulting firm in Troy.

“If your company makes
transmissions, you're going to need
u lot of capital to get samething
ing. but for aomeone in the seat.
ing businesas, retting up a nomber
of newing machines ian't going to be
thnt expensive. My best advice is to
hove all your bascs cuvered before
you make a move,”

“An tariffs fall, Mexican compn.
niex looking 1o expand will be hie-
& U.S. servive firms — in manage.
ment, insurance, law, accounting
= “and labor relntionn — to help them
= ‘nlung. But there will also be a dis-
> placement of jobm, especially for
+ lower-level manufactusing jobs like
- line workers.”

The pact, which must be eatified
T by all three govesnments, wauld
o bring together 360 million con-
. wumers In & $6-trilllon market, cre-
nting the lazgeat and richeat trading
bl in the world. The treaty, if rati-
fied, would take effect on Jan. 1,

20N

Lz 'e © ”f’
oS

- 1994, But area unfons, capecially the
T United Auto Wotkers, worry lower
Important for Michigan Iabor costa south of the border will

Since 1987, exports of Michigan: be wa enticing to American manu-
macle products south of the barder facturers that Mexican plants will
have increased 51 percent, position- noon avpply U.S. marketa, leading
Ing the atate as the third-largeat ex- to a loss af johs at home.
porter of goods to Mexlco, behind  “This deal In its present form
Callfornla and Texan, reapectively.  will vaporize thousands and thou-

Victor anid Mexleo is already dote nands {of) mare good.paying U.S.
ted with Ametican-owned factotlen joba," raid Owen Bicher, preaident
that pay workers $5 a day. At that of the UAW, In a prepared state-
rate, Michlgan manufactusern will mant released ofter the froe trade
likely apen new pianta in Mexico to pact agreement was nanounced,
supply emerging matkets, largely
flling labor ranks with local resi-
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NINT FRARE 1N
The quatity you'd expect. atkomer
prices than you'd £xpect




