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Complex dedicated

‘Tha Baylor-Woodson Elomentary Complex, a $11-
milllon, 100,000.square-foot facility, opened in Ink-
ster, It hauses up to 900 students, caneolldating two
clementary schools, and the offices for the school dis-
trict’s wnlml admlnlauallon staff,

Hils d
nnd du!gned the building; ann Malow Co. of
J was the and the ar-
chitect was Sims-Varner & Assoclates of Detrolt in
associstlon with TMP Associates.

Cash flow problems

Construction Coalitlon of Michigan will offer a sc-
res of programa on cash flow and payment problems
in the conatruction Industry beginning with a Junch.
con mesting at noon Monday, Sept. 21, at the Marion
Oaka Golf Club [n Howell.

Speakers wlll be Paul Ellll. lmior vlce pnu!rhm: of
Comerica and C. of M
board dlrector; Harry Ellman, prealdent of Fidellty
Title Co.; and Marty Burnateln, attorney with Sey-
bim, Kahn, Glnn, Bess & Howard,

The presentatlons are deslgned to help construc:
tion profesalonals understand the payment process
for cach segment of the industey — from the owner to
the smallest supplier. The program is open toall

\! of the Industey,
at $10 arc required by Sept. 14 by calling Lynn Brigga
at 617.669-5050.

CCM is d of 27 {ati
from arcund the atate. It was formed In 1991 to pro-
vide a forum in which construction groups might ex-
change [dens and explore ways to solve common
problems.

Economic forecast

David Littman, first vice president and senlor
economist of Comerica will dlscuas his 1993 econom-
lc forecast for the Greater Detralt Chnpter n!‘(hc

Ist-time buyers know what they want

By GERALD FRAWLEY
RITER

STary

First-time, new home buyers are
NOT a fickle lot,

Unlike the buyer of 20 years ago who
was happy to have four walls and a roof,
today's firat-time buyers are more edu-
cated and know what they want.

Beruutd Glt]berman. president of
eaid one rea.

| Financial M
N whm it holds ity dinner meeting beginning at 4 p.m.
'|  on Wednesday, Sept. 23, at the Detroit Club.

H For nurvnlionu, 2t $30, call CFMA at 262-1947,

o] ext.670.
i The C Fln-nchl
ton is made up of thoae having

Annocia-
ial ibilie

son first- llme. new home buyers are sig-
nificantly more sophisticated is they've
bought homes before — albeit previous.
1y owned.

G the bullder/devel of
Milipol s Weatland project with

tica in the constructlon industry.

houses starting at $76,900, sald buyera

drants, with build

Market-wise

The single-family housing market is divided into qua-
ers targeting customers as first-
time buyers, move-up buyers, luxury buyers or empty
nesters. In the first of a four-part serles, the Observer
& Eccentric profiles the first-time buyer.

once went straight from apartments to
new homes.

Chief among today's first-time, new
home buyer's needs la more space,
Gleiberman sald.

Often, they've moved from older
homes thcy have outgrown, he said.

‘Many are starting a famlly.

Glelberman sald the today's first.
time home buyer is n little older than
the huyer of several years ago. "It fits
the pattern of marrlage.”

First-timo new buyers are In thelr
mld-20s to early 30s and, depending on
their clrcumstances, will pay from
$75,000 to 3]50000 l‘nr a house — the
low end ing from ex-

1y bullt houses with the equity from a
previous sale,

““What they're looking for in a house
[n what they don't have in an apartment
(or o}d home) — and that's really not
that hard,” Gleiberman said. Fentures
like a one- or two.car garage, a famlly
roam, and extra storage top the bill,

\A new home alsa provides privacy
and the value and pride of ownership.
“Peoplo want to know they're not just
paying someone rent, they want some-
thing to ahow for their money,

“We live in a town where a majority
of people have always owned homen.”

Rob Stano, a sales representative for
Kime Brothers Inc. in Southfield,
agrees apace [n the driving motivater for
the first-time new home buyer.

Kime Brothers projects targeting
first-time new home buyers include
Millwood Village and Overbrooke in
Westland. “They want living rooms,
family rooms, formal dining rooms,

[ating stock, the upper end buying new-

Seo MARKET-WISE, 3G

EERTTIEE

rst-time buyers . §

Firt-de Alpem-bone
uywe boyes

Averageage » 40
Housshold Incoma _ $54000 _ $72.000

<One income “1% %
“Huniple incomes 5% 8%
Householdtypes
Singles % 5%
Loupies wichidren %% 4%
Couples wio chidren  31% 0%
Number n househald
“One 8% 10%
Two 5% %
‘Three 2% 9%
Four % %
*Five o more n 7%
BATe Mol Anccwn of Hema Dukoey

Taking a peek at housing’s future

:By R.J. King

19PECIAL WRITER

+ Reaidentlal aubdivislons of the
:future will be designed with master
:plana reminiscent of small towns
and include auch amenitles as golf
icourses, swimming pools and Nt-
iness centers as a way to entice time-
‘atarved professionala and famllics
iwhoplacea premlum on diversity.

' ‘That's the word from local build-
ters who echo the findings of a recent
National Assoclation of Home
lBullden report entltled: “The Fu.
‘ture of HomeBuildlng: 1992-1994
nnd ncyund ”

M ‘We've saved all the wetlands and wooded
areas we can in the last flve years, but even
working around nature doesn't open up a lot of
now opportunities for us, We're running out of

fand.

Bullding’s players

The survival of the building in-
dustry’s players waa also examined
in the NAHB report. In the last two
years, the banking industry has cur-
talled financing conajderably, even
for les with ful track

Sam Blu tein
Classic Construction

Homes of Michigan, & subsldiary of

pnurcu. lnd other forces within the

PHM Corp. in Bloomfield Hills,
one of the natlon’s largeat home
bulilders.

“Subdivialons wuh gvlf counu
and other

Industry,
will put evens more pressure on me-
dium-sized developers to raise capl-
tal to finance such projects.

as

wlll Ix\come more prevalent as mar-
-r{ed couples with chlldren, the larg.
‘eat segment of the single-famlly
‘housing market, steadily lose
sground to ningle professionals, wid-
sowed seniers and onc-parent faml-
slien,

;s “Ten years ago, married couples
ﬂmlh children bought over 95 per-
‘cent of the new homes pinced on the
imarket, but today thelr share (s
‘-nmwhwtv in lhe 80s, lm.l il will
* aeld

Aok Broth

we see more of across the country
than in metro Detroit, but they're
starting to become more prevalent
here. It's really changing the way we
market our product today; we have
to appeal to many more acgments
than we did before.”

While developments with pools
and parks add more to the price of a
home, Halso said people are willing

Co. In
Bloomfleld Hills will break ground
in the fall on The Crossings, a 286-
home development in Oakland
Townahlp.

“The Crossings will be a tradi-
tiona! family subdlvision but with &
swim club, ‘communlity gardens,
baseball and soccer ficlds and ten-
nls :.vllrt.l," 2ald Paul Robertson,

of The Rok Broth-

to pay for such itlea as they
enlly tnnlllu wooded arcas and
to better quality of llfe.

to mi
‘Robert Halso, pna!dcnl of Pulte

{BY Doua FUNKE
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' You don't have to be a atudent of
‘nrchilecturv or ‘a working profes-
‘sional to attend the ArchiLEC.
‘TURE serlea sponsored by Law-
‘rence Technological Unlversity in
:Southficld and American Instituta
quNhlltcll Detrolt,

{" Anyone with an Intereat in bulld-
ing deslgn and related lasues can
attend the lectures offered monthly
on campus by natlonally reknowned
\speclalista, All et no charge.

Robert Marquis, a San Francla-
wco-based deslgmer, will lead off the
10th  ArchiLECTURE season
{Thursday, Sept. 17, His address (s
ftitled, “Our World and the Ideas
'Thet Have Shaped It: Architecture
1as & Social Art in the Service of
Users.™
. Marquls’ talk — as well as all
otfrors in the udu\c- will begin at ,

B

What's more, such master-plan

7:30 p.m. in the College of Architec-
ture and Dealgn Auditarium. Reser.
vations aren't necessary, but stten-
dees are advised to arrive when the
doora open at 7 p.m. to get n seat.

“The reason we produce the pro-
grams [ to support excellence In
the academlc curriculum and pro-
vide s vehicle for m:hllectural

to people in h
eald Gary Kecskes, directar of con-
tinuing education and professlonal
development at LTU.

“Most apeakeis gear to a mixed
audlence mmmlng of nudenu.
alemnl,

era Co. “Qur research shows people
like things close to home, especiall

records.

“Traditlonally, big developers
plek up market share when money
Dbecomes tight, and then the num-
bers go back down again, but I don’t
know If we're going to see that pat-
tem this time around," safd Mi-
chael Carllner, an economist with
the Natlonal Association of Home
Bullders (NAHB),

“The credit marketa are very
tight right now, and there's no indi-
catlon they'll let up [n the years to
come. We're also seeing government
play an expanding role in regulating
land use, which meana greater fees
and other responsibilities which are
costs passed on to the consumer.”

The NAHB report ales predicted
one of the blggest headaches for de-
velopers in coming yeara will be

for the children.”

:Lecture series provides forum for

algn contest for the American Me-
morial Librasy to be built n Berlin.

A formes disciple of LM, Pei, Van
Lengen will apeak about “Connec-
tion Veraus Fragmentation.”

@ Nov, & — George Papageorge,
a principal in the Chicago firm of
Papageorge & Haymea Ltd., who
has designed contemnparary houses
nlonl Llh Michigan n well as

cial bulldings in the Windy Clty.
® Dec. 3 — Willlam Lacey, an
-mh!lm and owner of & dealm
business in New York City, he ro-
cently authored a book, *100 Con-
Architocts.®

and the lay public intereated in de-
algn,"” he added.
Tho reat of the series lineup:

® Oct. 22 — Karen Van Lengen,
owner of a emall atudlo In New
York Clty who recently won a de-

 Jan, 14 — David Childs, chief
executlve officer of Skidmore, Ow-
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architects

he was the driving force behind
Reston, Va., a manter-planned com-
munlty rted from scratch in
1964. He now consults periodically
out of St. James, N.Y.

@ Apri) 16 — Willlam Turnbull,
owner of an architectural firm In
San Francisco, who has co-authored
a book, “The Place of Homes.”
Tutnbull's farte Is building in har-
mony with the environment.

“The unlveralty fecls strongly
about providing the program n a

of cultural out
Kecskes said of Ah:hlLEL'l‘URE.
“We have people who drive in from
Ohio, Indiana and scroas the border

. ings & Merrill, the largest archit

tural firm in the country. Skys-
craper work [a ita specialty,

@ Fab. 4 — Robert E. Simon, a
retlred developer and land planner,

in Windsor, The series la taken vety
jously by

“We sncourage the lay public to
attend. It encourages them to bulld
an awareness of architecture and
the bulding arts in Michigan.”

The Fi rst Ewr Hom:amma/Condarama
September 3-27, 1992

at Macomb Coun

's Finest New

Master-Planned Community.

Bring the whale lamlly to see the best new design and
decorating ideas for single-family homes and
condominiums.

omft

*

Located one mite south of Hall Road (M-59)
on Ryan Road, just north of 19 Mile Road

Admission Is just '6
Hours: Mon.-fri. 3:00 p.m.-10:30 p.m.
Sat. & Sun. Noon-10:30 p.m.
Tickets must be purchased before 9:30 p.m,
For more information call (313) 737-4478

by:
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