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POINTS OF VIEW

Perot rode in on a mood of national discontent

demagogue-dominated mob ef-

fort to suppreas my egalitarian
idens and get mo fired from the Ro-
chester schoals’ assistant superinten-
dency, I was quoted in an Observer &
Eccentric newspaper as follows:

“Thank God our children are grow-
ing up in a democracy where no dema-
goguc can legally closo their door to
free speech and critical inquiry. Se. . .
let's not voluntarily close that door on
. . . their teachers and educational
leaders with our own hands,

“If through ignorance and fear we do
that, it's only a matter of time before a
dictator does ride into national office,
because our electorate will be too un-
schooled to understand what they'll be
losing if they don’t oppose him, and
they'll became a non-electorate almost
overnight . .."”

Two years Iater came Roas Perot, the

" most-dangerous demagogue to emerge
in a democratic country since the says
of Wisconsin Senntor Joo McCarthy, or

E arly in 1990, at the height of a

he word empowerment probably

firat anw print at a university. It

probably expressed a good idea:
Make people responsible for them-

Empowerment becomes a useful tool

maybe even tho days following the fall
of Germany's Weimar Republic.

Ho was a candidate who spicd on
people, cloaked himself in the trapp-
ings of milltarism, paid for his own
monumental campaign — meant to
further enrich the supor-rich by cutting
the capital gains tax and wanted the
Constltution ch 180 as presid
he could veto any appropriation passed
by Congress that he didn't favor,

Even though perhaps he didn't real-
ize it, ho frighteningly resembled a

identianl i1 for an
rather than for a constitutional democ-
racy.

Making Perot's cancidacy oven scar-
jer was the fact that he rodo in during
an cra of national discontent with an
elitiat Republican president who is
sadly aut of touch with the needs of
ordinary Americans,

And while that president's Demo-
cratic challenger offers a progresaive
platform, he wasn't promptly forthright
in responding to an allegatien of phi-

they don't want any of that,

Being a go-with-the-flow type of guy,
I'm warming up te empowerment, 1
cven tried it at home.

selves, But ibility is a Republi
can word and the good liberals at the
colleges wouldn't be caught with that
word in their master's thesis. So the
word was empowerment.

‘The idea behind it is that some
homeless wino will turn hia life around
once he learns he has been empowered.
He'll drop that bottle of Wild Irish
Rose, finish his master's degree in fine
arts and open a gallery.

We all know that's about as likely as
George Bush becoming head of the
American Civil Liberties Union,

But empowerment ljves. However,
some are sceing through it. The Detroit
teachers know what it means, responsi-
hility for what they do. And of course

I've emp 1 my wifc to cook, my
son to walk the dog and take out the
trash and my oldest son to pay for col-
lege. And meeting with some success,
I'm convinced other segmunts of soci-
ety can be empowered.

Here's my list:

@ Parents of children who cat lead
paint and get brain damage will be em-
powered to feed their children so they
dan't eat the paint.

® Parents will be empowered to
make sure their children go to school ar
learn o trade instead of dumping them
on the welfare rolls.

@ Drug addicts and anybody
who is addicted to something wi
empowured so they can't blame any-

tanidort

In the end, his initial hesi-
tency in responding to that allegation
still could cost Bill Clinton the prosi-
dency — even though it shouldn’t.

1f their now well-documented
womanizing had prevented the election
of George Washington, Thomas Jeffer-
son, Franklin Roosevelt, Dwight D,
Eisenhoweer, Jack Kennedy and Lyn-
don Jot the United States would

W The Idea behind em-
powerment Is that some
homeless wino will turn his
lIfe around once he learns
he has heen empowered.
He'll drop that bottle of
WwIild Irish Rose, flnigh his
master's degree In fine
arts and open a gallery.

havo suffered immeasurably.

1 only wish that right off the bat
Clinton had snid of his accuser, “If she
rays we did it, I guess you'll havo to
draw whatever conclusions you wish.
I'm too much a gentleman to contra-
dict a lady. Now let’s get back to the
real isaues regarding America’s needs.
Next question!”

Regrettably, he didn't say that —
and although the topic has faded some-
what, count on the trailing Bush cam-
paign to revive it now with a vengeance,
Given the shortcominga of both Bush
and Perot, such a revival could have
proved doubly damaging had Perot re-

h should be emys

hody else for their plight. This could
have a disastrous ceffect on daytime
televison talk shows. There wouldn't
be anybody to put on them. For that
renson, all talk show hosts should be
empowered sa they can find another
way to make a living,

® Anybody who listens to Rush

L 20
they can learn how to think for them-

" selves.

& Bill Clinton . . . 50 he will stop
grinning all the time and say some-
thing forceful.

@ All Republicans . . . so they will
stop blaming poor people for being
poor,

o Goys and lesbians. . . so they
will stop blaming the rest of the world
for their plight.

® Vegetarinns. . . 50 they will have
cnough vnergy to drive Lo the store and
buy a steak.

o All politicians. . . so they will
stop blaming their opponenta and take
n ook ot themselves. As one local wag
put it when talking abotit a candidate:
“He his a formidable opponent, him-
self.”

o Allchildren . . . sothey don’t

mained viably In the race.

While Perot would have diluted
Bush's votes, I doubt he'd have taken
enough from Clinton to win. That is, he
probably wouldn’t have unless — God
forbid — our schools failed to educnte
a majority of voting Americans to rec-
ognize the traits of an autocrat.

Now that Perot has mancuvered
himself safely out of contentlon, I'm
oven more confident that we'll choose
the progressive, young Democrat rather
than vete again for the Republican
who's been sitting in the White House
for four years ~ and who never did
stand for much there except elitiam.

John Teiford, a Rochester Hills resi-
dent, most recently was assistant st
perintendent in the Rochester School
District. He previously was executive
director for sccondary education in the
Plymouth Canton district. He has been

{ controversial for his programs invalving

diverse religions and alternative history

courses.

for change

blame their parents for everything. As
my wife says, “the statue of limitations
should be up' when it comes te blam-
ing mom or dad.

® Gun nuts, . , 5o they will fuc) se-
cure enough to live life without an AK-
47 under the bed.

The list is endleas, the word em-
powerment complex, but the whole
thing is really pretty simple. It's time
to quit whining, get off the couch and
take out the trash.

And just think of it, our mothers and
fathers knew what empowerment was
when they asked us to clean our rooms
when we were kids,

‘Thuy just had a different name forit.

Jeff Counts is the editor of the Plym-
outh and Canton Obscrver Newspapers
and has empowered himself so ke can

lase 20 pounds and quit smoking.

Join Us During
Our Clothing Trade-In

On September 18, 19 and 20,
Graham & Gunn Ltd and

The Baldwin Avenue Human Services Center

will team up to help ourt others.
For every men's suit, sportcoat or overcont
and every women’s suit, dress, blazer

or coat you bring to Graham & Gunn Lid

and donate to The Baldwin Avenue

Human Services Center, you will receive

$50 off the replacement of that

item from our exceptional clothing collection.

All donations should be clean and

in wearable condition, and will be given to

needy Oakland County families and

individuals in Pontiac. You will be able to

claim your donation as a contribution on your

1992 Federal Income Tax return.

We look forward to seeing you.

Replacement eredit does not apply to previous
purchases, special onders or safe merchandise.

Somerset Collection
2849 West Big Beaver Road, Teoy
643-6700

OPENING

Two great new stores are opening right
next door to each other! We've moved the
Talbotsstorein Biminghum toa greal new
location here at Somerset Collection,
Here, you'll continue to find the best in
women's classic clothing in our beautiful
new surroundings. And, you'll also

discover a bright collection of playtime,

“* partytime, anytime clothes for boys and

girls at Talbots Kids,

\ f‘ allbots

17. Tatbats (esl d from B

ham) and Talbots Kids, Somaesat Collactlon, Big Beaver Road at Coslidge Highwuy, Troy, Michigan.

Open Monday, Thursday and Friday 10 a.m ¥ p.m.; Tuesday, Wedaesday ond Satueday 10 &.m.-8 p.m.) Sunday 12 noen-S pm.
Alio vish our other Talbats stores In Ann Atbos, Grasse Pelnte, Livonio ond Novl,




