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Food for Florida

Halping out: A food drive for Florida's hurricane victims ended this week at Grand-
view Elementary School in the Clarenceville School District which includes south-
east Farmington Hills. First grader Adam Green helps teacher Joan Frost fitl
empty boxes with food brought in by students. The students donated 11 boxes of
clothes and more than 350 cans and packages of food and household items. Help-
ing out in the background are fifth graders Randy Pelka (left) and Joe Johnson.
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Realtors, League debate

cut and cap tax proposal

BY VALERIE OLANDER
Brary WiiTeR

Oskland County executive candi-
date L. Brooks Patterson turned to
the comera and candidly told the
viewing publlc to expect a 15-20-
percent property tax hike next year
if Proposal C — the Republi

M ‘This may be the last
chance for a meaning-:
ful property tax cutin
Michigan.’

L. Brooks Patterson

sponsored cut and cap property tax
relief plan — falla in November.

“Thls may be the last chance for
a meaningful property tax cut in
Mlchlgan,” he warned.

Michigan State Unlversity ccono-
mist Ruth Beler ralled her eyes, She
nald the atate asseasors association
is antlelpating p 10-pereent ine
creane over the next two years if the
praposal falls.

“Proposal C mokes obout os
much acnec as having a lobotomy
for a heodache. There are no free
tunches out there. You can’t creste
o cost without some way to pay for
it." she snid, adding that C passing
would only crente the need for an-
other tax increase further down the
road.

The statements ended an hour-
long drbate sponsored by the Bir.
mingham-Bloomfield Boatd of Re-
altors’ political and governmental
offairs committee. The debate was
fitmed at the United Artlst Studio
in Royal Ook and will be cablecast
on public nccesa stations through.
out the area to educate voters on
the inaue,

TV.2 news anchor Bill Galtagher
hosted the event. The proponents of
the Cut and Cop plon, Pattersen
and Lansing Realtor Dennis Goff,
trenaurer of the Michigon Associn-
tion of Realtors, Insjated the atate’s
revenue growth would help reime
Durse the tax dollars lost by cap-
ping asseasments.

‘The opposition, Beiera and Bar-
DLara Moorhouse, secretary/tzeanur.
er of the state League of Women
Votern, rald dedicating future zeve-
nue growth to property tax reim-
bursements would either result in
reductions in expendituren to other
state departments or an increase in
state taxes,

The debate was attended by nu-
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2 Suite Weekend Deals!
2 Nights I Friday,
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price of 1 or Sunday Night
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Great fun for the whole family

o A twirroom sulie. Private Bedroom fur Mom and Dad. Sepasate
tiviog roooh with sofa bed for kids.

o Pree. 1 fer In Cascades

+ A tswirhour Manager's Heception nightly®

o Twir 1V, wet bar with refegerator, microwave and colfee maker

o Indoor poot, sauna, whirgpool and spacious trpleat ateium
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DINNER FOR 2|

. Choice'of - °
Tendertoin Steak

. Broiled Boston Scrod
*Veal Parmesan

“Lasagna (Vegetarian Availble)
$ 1 ' .

merous tocal Realtors and membern
of the A iatlon of Re-

M ‘Proposal C makes

about as much sense
as having a lobotomy
for a headache.’

Ruth Beier =

economist

in property tax Uabilities has dis-
d home aales in Californin,

altors. MAR haa supported the cut
ond cop plan, however, the local
chapter In “remalning neutral,” snid
Joan Bennett a BDAR member,
The cut nnd cap plan was com-
pared to Propoaition 13 in Califor.

the atudy concluded.

Goff disputed the claim since
Califurnia aeseaaments were limited
to 1 percent. Michigan's assessment
cop would be 4 percent, he aald.

“I don't sce any adverse cffects

near California’s,” Goff

nia by Belfers andt Moorh
where the capping of nesessmenta
bhes had devastating effect on
schools and the real estate market.
Patterson called the comparison a
“'seare tactic.”

According to a study by the Insti.
tute for Public Policy and Social
Reasvnrch at MSU, of which Beiers
Is the associnte director, California
home buyers in 1990 paid up to 17
timea more in property toxes thun
those who purchased identical
homes hefore 1978 (when Proposic
tion 13 was approved by voter)
since homes ate renssessed st mar.
ket vatue when sold, The incquity

Y
innisted. “Realtors are concerned.
We don’t want people to stay in
their homes. 1 den't ace it causing
any type of lock-in effect.”

Beiers responded: “The lock.in
effect in a very serfous concern when
» home in being taxed 17 percent
higher than its neighbor. Tt will
hoppen here, It surprises me that
any Realtor can support this.”

Local Reaftor Mike Jones, a
member of the BBAR, suid the
state is “obviously in need of s
forn,

“This [an’t the answer, but it's a
proposal,” he xaid,
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STEAKS ON THE HEARTH
24201 West Seven Mile (at Telegraph)

313) 538-4688
Dining - Cockfalls - Banquets - Catered Outdoor Barbeques
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