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GOP chums say Patterson has matured, mellowed

BY PAT Mureny
srary Waiter

Is the L. Brooks Patterson run
ving for Oakland County executlve
diffezent from the man who mede a
reputation years ago by being tough
on criminaly — including welfare
cheaters ~— and bashing Detroi(?

Definitely, eny some Oakland
County Républicans, Including Cris
Burnord of Binningham. I think
he's matured,” snid Burnard, a
eank-and-file Republican who s
not reluctant to criticize her own
party or itu officialn,

“Brooks has been known {o pop
off occasionnlly,” Burnard said.
“But | think that's chenging. I
think he'a growing.”

Not so, insint Democrata, Includ-
ing Elizabeth “Betty” Howe, who
belivves she enn bent Patterson and
become Oakland’s next county ex-
centive.

Howe's campaign depicts the for-
mer prosecutor as part of the “old
Yoy network” she xuys has charac.

L. Brooks Pattorson

wnid Patteeson, as if trying to dem-
anstrute his knowledge about fircal
respansibility.

He also tolked about streamlin.
ing county Ly nhifting

terized nrea polities for
“He's alwayn pointed himnelf as o
populist. ‘That  certainly  hasn't
chunge
“The subject of Patterson's politi-
cal maturity eame up Jast week fol-
lowing u press conference with
Drain Compissiuner George Kulin
a1 which he dispelled rumors about
Oakland County having a “budget
shortfudl” in the 1993 fiscal year,
“Fhe 1993 fiscal year will experi-
ence ni incrense over the 1992 fiscal
yene in the amount of $6.3 million,”

some functlons within the Depart-
ment of Public Works to the draln
commirsiones’s office — a move
that would eliminate some jabs, but
mote Importantly prumate more ef-
ficiency, he said.

It may be coincidence, but Howe
bk been fucusing her campaign on
jnefficiency within Onkland govern-
ment. Among the remedics she said
she will push is reforming county

when Oakland went to an clected
county executive.

Howe wants te, among other
things, glve the county more control
over roads and te comblne somo
functions , . . such a» thoss within
the Department of Publle Worke
ond the drain commissioner's office.

What was Patternon dolng last
week with talk about the budget,
and shifting DPW functlons to the
draln commiasioner? Wan he negat-

Qsakland and Detroit, Brooks is for

t

*If something fs neutsral for Oak-
1and, but good for Detroit, Broaks
{favors It. But if something is bad for
Qakland — but good for Detroit —
he Is opposed to {t. That’s not De-
trolt bashing.™

Alexander acknowledges Patter-
son probably remembers his 1982
roce agalnst Attornoy General
Frank J. Kelley, which Patterson

font by 468,309 votes statewlde, de.
spite carrying Oskland County by
10,117 votes,

Some felt Patterson was hurt in
that race by the perception — cor-
rect or otherwise «— that he waa
strong on crime-related [ssues, hut
weak on other aspecta of govern.
ment and leadership,

That won't happen this time,
said Alezander, *Patterson has a lot
more depth about government. And

he's showlng it.”

Among those who think the for-

mer prosecutor has always shown
the necessary leadership abilitles is
Andrea L. Fischer, a Republlcan
who scrves with Patterson on the -
Oakland Unlversity Board of Trus-
tees,
“f'va always been e fan of
" she sald. “J thought he
ave been o good caunty ex-
ecutlve 10 years ago.”

Ing some of his ‘s argu-
ments? Or was ho giving a thought-
ful glimpse of where he'd like ta
take Oakland County government?
James M. Alexander, GOP coun-
ty chairman, Is among thoso who
think Patterson has a decper side
that didn't come across when he
was prosecutor and bullding his
tough reputation. “1 don't think
‘maturing’ is the right word,” he
sold. “1 believe he's always had a
deeper side that didn't come across
when he was fighting the bad guys.
“Now {in his role as would-be
county executive) everybody’s get.
ting the chance to voice those vicws,
Now people are seelng hin vislon.”
What about Patteraon's image —
fostered by newapaper columna —
a»s a Detroit basher? In that any es-
ample of Patterson's “vision"?
Faotterson hoaa always been peo-
Oskland County, Alexander aaid.
“There's certainly nothing wrong
with that. If something (s good for

government by pushing te
the restructuring started in 1975
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Near sighted? Are you constantly taking off your glasses
10 sec up close? Visions of Canada can help you with our
educated staff headed by our President, Paul Boyko Ir.,
Mr. Boyko graduated from Ryerson College in 1978
(Toronto), with his optician’s license.

Over the past 8 years, Mr. Boyke has perfected
manufacturing the thinnest, clearest invisible bifocal in
North America. These lenses have a better than 95%
acceptance rate that includes people who have falled
with other bifocals. The Rodenstock Progressive R lenses
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These lenses are so easily adaptable that our customers
walk out the door wearing their new glasses.

Come see the difference at Vislons of Canada, located
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