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C’hyrsler move to suburbs sobering
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Vve always be-
Yeved that urban
uprawl wan  in.
vented in Detroit,
not in Los Ange.
les, Los Angeles
merely got  the
credit, like they
kot the credit for
Hula Hoopm,

Regatcless, the
Detroit  lifestyle,

d in the

— ridiculous on the face of it when
you realize the suburba hove 80% of
the population and are still grow-
ing.

TFo paraphease Chairmon Lee,
Detroit’s growsh starts out in curn.
fieldn.

One could bisme Henry Ford for
oll thia, unlesn you ignore the previe
ous pioncers that marched all the
way out in the countey to Mack and
Woodward ta found a catalog sced

pattern of  highe

58, development ond  housing,
has inexorably changed the way
moxt Americons live.

Whot distinguishes us here s
fimnt, growth, the kind of growth
that Dbulltozes and ebandons as
well as pumps hepe intu people’s
liven,

Muainly, however, it is growih of
industey and commercial develop-
ment that precedes must of the peos
ple and housing it requirex to nain-
tainit.

The grent myth of Detmit is that
its wuburbs were formed by peaple
Reeing the travails of the inner city

Rut mainly, the auto companies
buift st in the middle of nowhere,
in Dearburn, Flint, Lansing, or the
GM building on West Geand Blvd.,
two miles from where the town
houren ended.

In my lifetime, it was projects
fike the GM tech center, Nozthland
Shopping Mall (the first big msll in
the U.8.), and the Saline, M1 plas.
tivw plunt — huge blocks of cum-
mrrce in the camfic)ds,

Land wax cheap, utilities plenti-
fu), nnd transportation cay. It wax
an odd formula for big incomes,
short commutes, big lowns, casy

h and a culturnl wastelond

n
unlons from page 1C

Not many art muscums in those
comnfields.

The lifestyle Is invasive today,
and we are not sbout to turn it
around, .

Was it an accldent, the result of
ccunomic engines pumping away si-
tently out of contral?

Sart of, Lut it also was the result
of a pattern of real estate taxzes,
subaidies, and pwolicien that encour-
agec it, giving the inside players
cach o share of the pie.

Chryxler's decision to mave its
headquarters from Highland Park
to Auburn Hilla was driven partly
by its huge appetite for land, but
slso by the reatization that the state
was offering huge real extate tax
subisicties 10 o w0 — not ta mentivn
current and federal maney pouring
in for everything from corporate de-
precintion allowances to an intelli-
gent wvehicle highway aystem in
Nurth Ookiarxl County to hamdle
the traffic.

Thete I%, of cuurse, no tax or ubli-
gation to clean up the mess left be-
hind.

Witness the $200 million in pub-
lic funds, plus tax kubsidies, it took

to clear the site and keep the
Chrysler Jefferson plant where it
was — o facility leas than holf the
nlze with low-paying jobs compared
to the: Auburn Hilla technical cen:
ter,

1 am not altogether sure it fx the
role or responsibility of a corpora.
tion to do anything other than to
take what it Is offered,

In fact, tying the fate of a locol
community to the vagaries of on in-
ternatiunal corporation is ridicu-
loun on the face of it.

Inktead, it would be reasonoble
for the public agencies that make
these policies to take note of their
impact, and at least work towards o
tax policy that is more rational.

1 wrote these thoughty ofter de-
ciding | was being a bit flippant in
my firt eeaction to the cazcfully
feigned surprise at Chrysler's deci-
wion to abandon Highland Park snd
head north,

The ineues deserve nore sober
consitderating.

Then, of course, Highlam) Park
atarts a petition drive to put slot
machines in the old Cheysler design
center. "Nuff snid.

“We have u corporate campaign
soing on new,” said Manvogian,
wha represents power plant opera-
tors, cable kplicers, substation opwer-
ators and meter readens at Edison.
“We're vxerting pressure on top
niwnugement to lel them know we're
not happy, We're trying 1o force
thein back to the (bargaining)
table.”

ftow?

“Home picketing”  Manoogian
=nid. “Let's face it, that's an embinr-
nssing situntion te be put into.
Neighbars get upset.”

The union afsy has petitioned to
intervene as an interested party in
rate hearinge before the stnte Pabye
lic Service Commission,
on recently imposed changes
in bencfite ond working conditions
thir summer after declaring un im-
pasee in bargaining.

Knox and the Teamsters have

waged n similar battle aince a half
dozen beer disteibutors imposed
wagen and conditions in the spring
of 1991,

ery i ve find any function
dual distrilbutors are involved
in, we get vut there,” he suid. “ln
one cane jt was the wedding of an
owner's kon. We helld a snock wed-
ding outside the church.

“We weat to a class reunion for
ane of the cmployers ... (and)
demonstrsted  in neighborhoods,”
Knox snid.

The union also hos gone vut of its
way ta monitur vxpiration detes of
Deer shedf life, he added.

Effective or not?

Some ncademics fike Lizebeth
Batkley, chairwomen of the depart.
ment of management and market.
ing ot Onkland Univeraity, wonder

what personnlizing the negiations
nikls tn the uverall procens.

“That doesn’t Jeud to that better
eelationnhiip,” she xnic

The unions ask ~— what other
chuices do we huve?

Then there are boyeotts,

Newspuper Guild employees in
the Adams unit (Macomb Daily
snd Duily Tribune) huve coordinat.
ed an advertising and circulation
bayeott while staying un the job.

“Qur people are still working, col-
fecting n salury. but they can take
wetion that's
ting u cotnpan
son waid, 1 think companies gt
nervous when they see you the em-
ployees, you the union, reaching vut
to peuple.”

Guerrilln tocties generally take
longer to prompt action than
wtriken, labor leadees concede, But
they press on while working the po-

litical pricess to make the hiting of
peemanent  replacements  illegal
during s strik
“That practice has hern availshle
since 1935, but rarely used until
Presistent Reagan fizesd siriking wir
traffic contzatlern
“Prior to 1980-81, when Reasgun
fired PATCO wutkers, you nev
heard of it ar it waan't publicized
Manooginn snid. “Campanies we
heaitant to uxe it. When the p
dent invoked it, he gave compani
o-ahead.
p"ve got to have that striker re-
plncement law revoked,” he anid.
“If | were in o union with the new
climote and atmosphere, ' be wor-
ried about enlling » strike,” Barclay
“U you're willing te gu on
strike, thete's certain risks ansociat.
ed with doing it. In the current cli-
mate, there is no guarsnlee of im-
plied guarantee of coming back.™

MARKETPLACE

Qak marketplace

To place your business in the
marketplace calendar, mai the
mformation, including the busi-
ness telephone number and ad-
dress. to Business Editor, 36251
Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150. Or
drop the information off at your
focal Observer or Eccentnac news-
paper office.
M SIMONS MICHELSON ZIEVE

. ADVERTISING

Hos been appointed to handle the

advertining for Campbell Services
Ine. PC Softwure precluct, On-
Time®. OnTime® in the fastent
growing calendae/group scheduling
saftware procluct in the industry, it
wos awarded I'C Week magazine's
analyst choice nward and PC World
maguzine's best buy award.

M JIRENE DATING SERVICE

, an old fashioned motchmoker who
wpecializes in senior, full-figures,
Jewirh and gentile clients has relo-
cated from Southfiekl to 3835 Lone

Pine Roed, Unit 30, West Bluvm.
fickl. Cull 9326631,

B NICHLSON DESIGN

in Bloomeld Hills, known as ane
of the most crentive graphics firms
is unnouneing the formation of a di-
visinn that will fecus exclunively on
Togo design and identity dexign.

M CREATIVE HOUSE ADVERTIS-
ING INC.

bas been awarded the Advanced

Systems and Design Inc. national

ndvertising account. Advanced Sys.
tema and Design creates compre.
hensive quality contral snftware
programs for use by mnnufacturees

R IDS FINANCIAL SERVICES
ot

an American Expiress Company
with offices in Tory, is now offering
u free brochure, “Refinencing now
puts money in your pocke:
ning nuw makes more of
244-9160 or stop by at 500 Wilshire
Drive, Suite 255, Troy, Mi, 48084,
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nts can hive help when they peed 1
P e perdence whan they deare .

calt
For Your Appointment

Phone (313) 2209-9190

$4anaged by PH One
A Diaoan of AM Groups

AGING PARENTS

Aocalve that extea dogree of
attantion your paronts nood 1o
maintain & gignified kfasty’s in thair
own apartment ndopendonca
vitiage. i thoy nood assistanca
with dresaing, bathing or
medication rominders, you can
depond o us. Phona of wiiio Tor
moco Information on our Pius
Program.
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And, along the way, we define craft excellence for the next
world, an educated work forre is

ation. [nour

key to innovation. Our Joint Apprenticeship Program
fosters that work fosce. And that means progress for all of us.
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‘Here's an easy way
to house-hint.

You'il find a 1ot of Open Houses listed right in our Classified
: Real Estate Section. There are also dozens of Open Houses
: listed on our electronic HomeLine directory. Be sure to check
: both. When using HomeLine, call 953-2020. You can listen to all
sorts of recorded listings for houses that are open (o view.

=

All you need is a touch tone telephone, a litile time, and the
following directions for using our voice telephone directory:

For Cakland County Listings, Press 1
Birm:ngham 4280

. Bloomtield 4280
: Famungton 4282
. 1. Call 953-2020 Famungton Hills 4282
H Mitord 4288
: . . . Novi 4286
: 2. Press the number of the city you are interested in (see Rochoster 4285
H directol right). Royal Oak 4287
. ry at right), Southtield 4283
: . R . X South Lyon 4288
: 3. Choose your price range and listen to the listings for the city Troy 2284
H you've chosen. Walled Lako 4286
. \West Bloomtield 4281
4. Additional information: For Wayne county Listings, Press 2 ‘
H sTo back up, press 1 c -
H anton 4
N *To Pause' press 2 Garden Cuy 4264
. » To jump ahead, press 3 Livonia 4260
: = To exit at any time, press % Northwilia 4263
Plymouth 4262
Redforg 4265
ThE Westland 4264
@bserver &5 Eccentric
NEWSPAPERS
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