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Modern

By HELEN DIANE VINCENT
Srrcial Weitzn

odern design haa come a
long way since emeeging
from the European politi.

ca) hothed of the 1880s. And no

wondez, The original thrust of mod-
ernism was hased on a belief in pro-
pressive change toward a Utopian
future relieved of must histeric in-
fluences.

The tong

Alive and well

design appeals to ever- growing audience

0 R
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annual fall supplement.

hy nn uncompramising elite of wal.
ented architects, textile and furni-
ure designera, eventuslly gave way
to the needs of an internationat
marketplace with its competitive
manufacturern, retailers and a new
breed of interior and product de-
signern.

‘Together they served, snd contin-
ue 1o serve, n fast-growing segiment
with an assortznent of stylen created
uver th : Clawnic Modern, Art

andinnvian, International,
Contemporary and Contem-
cntch.nll word for a range
#-edge designa.

Foremost among local retailers
exclusively in modem
furnishings is Bernie Moray, presi-
dent of Gorman's Gallery of Fine
Furniture in Southfield. He hon
vervud an president and is now CEQ
uf the Nationa) Home Furnishinge
Associntion,

Moray and his staff are sought by
a numbet of furnitere manufactur-
ers before their lines ate brought to
mnrket. This close relationship ex-
tends ta topgun desi whu

y trends.
Storles include:

sectional covered [n p

Aboaut the cover: The Free Style Collecti

1T CONTEMPORARY!
HOME FURNISHINGS ‘9

MODERN DESION and how It has shaped home furnlshing pat-
terns within the Observer & Eccentric arca dominates the thruat of this

The supplement, together with today's Creative Living section of the
newspaper, spotlights folka on the cutting edge of invigorating dealgn,
including designers and retailers, and familics whose homes showcase

® Futuristic furniture designs courtesy of the creativity of Center for
Creative Studien students — Page 2.

@ An overview of contemporary retail tresrdsetters — Poge 3.

# Steek and shapely kitchen and bath deslgns — Page 4.

@ NMaking even the garage look snazzy — Page 6.

® Making the kids' roomns more practical — Page 7.

is freely infl d by

man designed the collection for Thayer Coggin. P p
iwinkle blue Allure, 100-p t washable po-

both ends of the design spectrum: retro and art furniture. Mllo Baugh-
1eulars: five-pi

Iyester sucde cloth, upholstery comes in 40 colors, approsimately
$9.450. The upholatered chair and ottoman, approzimately $2,200, is
covered in a 100-percent cotton print. At Gorman's Gallery of Fine
Furnl Southfictd beon®

) Studios, West Bloom.

Bob Sklar: 953-2113.

field; Englander's; J.L. Hud-un‘-.‘Alw ovailable to the trade at the
Designer Group in the Michigan Design Center, Troy.

Credits: ORE assistant managing editor Bob Skiar, with gasistance
from design and color consultant Helen Dianc Vincent and special writ-
erJanice Tigar-Kramer, oversaw this special section, appearing today
in alt 12 Observer & Eccentric Newspapers. Graphic illustrator Guwen
Dictrich designed the cover. O&E sales representatives Gigi Ba-
dalamenti ond Sandy Grisso coordinoted advertising. Dircct queries to

muke guest appearances st Gor.
man'y, providing a first:hand con.
tuct with customers and their inte-
rior design needs.

At different times throughout the
sear, yau might run across John
Manceruni uf Swaim, Viadimir Ka-
gan of Directional, Milo Baughman
of ‘Thiyer Coggin, H. Fillmore Har-
ty of Preview and J. Beom Wade of
Bruetan Industries,

Boughman’s "Free Style” (see
cover photograph) for Thayer Cogs
Kin picks up on the strongest trend
in all hume furnishings: aoftening of
shnpes and extended uae of color.
Althnugh modern will alwaya be sy-
nanymnuus with hilack, white, and
neutrals, his featusing of p wider
palette of colot upens up interior
design to greater individuality and
ui stamosphese of wannth snid con-
tentment.

Baughman admits he likes
“warking hatls ends of the modern
wpectrum.” He has fone it by incor-
parating hintx of the 19505 retro
with the individunliatic Art Furni-
ture influence.

Pioneer modernists

While the softer looks gnins mo-
mentum, J. Beam Wade of Brueton
withstanids the temptation by ad-
vancing the rignrous design princi-
plex of pioncer modernists. Except
tie has gone one step forther by
Wending the requirements of farni-
tute with seulpture, focusing un
structure and the atrength of mate-
tinls, 1t's the vazicly of materials in
many colors ond finishes that el
lows for an almost custons look with
Dructon furniture.

Also Stanley Jay Friedmun's
*Angular” bold new seating group
fur Bructan provides a completely
ariginul atyle for the modern indi-
ridualist, The cambination of sharp
grometry ond auft radivsed shapes
exurdes a new attilude, 1t a bet
you'll be aceing nlnt more uf these
proportians in future mudern de-
aigh.

The tetropalitun azvn boasts two
other tetail operntions that also
concentrate on midern furniture:

).

Sherwood Studivy in West Bloom-
ficld and Hillnide Contempazary
Fueniture with two stores, one in
Bloomfield Hills and the otherin
West Bloomfield.

Hillside hus featured calor in its
wsdvertising long befure it was popu-
lur to do so. Sherwood Studios can
De vredited with sophisticated inte-
rint deaigna for clients afwo braving
colors where one might expect the
typical whites and neutrals.

Not until you step inside the Ark.
jtektura/in-Situ shuwroom in Bir-
mingham, and meet Andzew Fisher,
president, will you get 8 more cum-
plete view of modern design — past,
present, and future — and the
mind-set required to earry it off.

Representing the modern
pivneers, Arkitektura displays
Frank Lloyd Wright's and Elicl
Susrinen’s picces.

For the hottest, newestdesigns,
Fisher makes available the Frank
Geary Collection, made of slender
bentwood laminate stripex, The
KnultStudio bankrelled his project,
which had as its source of inkpiza.
tion an orange crate, Nopetheless, i
wuh the 1992 Cantemportary Furni.
1ure Awaniin New York City.

As [ar an o futuse modem clasic
is concerned, Fisher reserves this
scculwbe for the French designer,
fhilip Stark, and his Royaltan line,
e for the renovation of the Roy-
alwon Hated in New York. “"Future
generations will see his work the
same way we now see Charles
Eames or Harry Bertoia.”

Dine on clear glass

Cuoming back to a more familiar
scene and Jocal talent, Larry
Eppers, assistant store manager at
Jacubson's in Birmingham, points
out an clegant dining table made of
optically clvar glass. [t's part of a
line manufactured hy Andrew Peat-
son Design, n Troy company, and ix
designed by Hal Brownfield, the
company founder nod presicdent,

The table’s many cut and pol-
ishedd faceta creates no impression
of large-seale jewelry and demun-

strates yet another aspect of mosd-
¢rn design — the inherent quality
of materials is patentially a source
of beauty,

Eppers is quile intrigued with
state-of the-nrt developments in
glass, which has such an important
purt ta play in modern dexign.

Thix time, he points to the Ger-
man impaert, Plenum, n wall system
that employs technically advanced
Klass technigues involving fusion
and curves, These subtleties are
pust of an overall trend in wall aya-
temn originating in Furape. The
very American company, Elfu, in
doing sl r things with itx nrw
Concord line, alau justaposing woud
with glass uning curved facades,

The ultimate tribute to the inod.
ern mosement, generating as it does
technical proficiency snd style ex-
Plugations, is its cupacity ta hielp
the consumer exprens Uhe woy they
want to live.

Scoit-Shuptsine’s president,

Gary VanElnlander, nnd bis youth-
ful management team, understand
this very well. As the recently
upened Troy stare amply deman-
stra t-Shuptrine is nasum-
ing an ever lurger khare of the local
furnishings market,

1t°s doing it by catering to the
still more demunding consumer
with a range of home furnishing
prxductx grouped into siz
colleetions for ease of sele
these six, ane is decidedly modern
in muny of its guises, from authen-
1w reproduction Stickley Mission
Quk furnitore by L. & L.G. Stickley
16 Ello, Premium and Thayer €
in, among others, that make a con-
temporary slatement.

I seulpture: J. Beam Wade designed the Maiddu console for Brueton Indus-

F
trivs. Indirect lighting is housed in the top of the console, which is insct with sand-

blasted peach, gray, bronze or clear glass.

The console measures 20 inches wide, 30

inches high and 60, 72 or 84 inches in length. Priced approximately $9,500, depending
on grade of materials and finishes. At Gorman’s Gallery of Fine Furniture, Southfield;
Sherwood Studios, West Bloomfield; and to the trade at Billi Born Ltd., Michigan

Desipn Center, Troy.

Aside fram the lifestyle group-
s, Seatt-Shuptrine is putting s
grenter emphasis un Jamps and ne-
cessoties, reflecting ineteased con.
suttier interest in these items,

Modern ideas spread

Though known primarily fur
traditional snd trapsitivnel furmni.
ture, Classic Intetiors in Livonia
has gotten into the modern awing
with Lane's Grove Park Collection,
o ~eabedl-down Mission Osk style
initinted by the nrts and crafts
moseinent, which inspired Stickley
in the first place.

No story on mudern home furn-
ishings trends would be complete
without a tod to the Inrge depart-
ment and chain stores. Their role
has nlwnys been providing sn as-
sortment of products and wielding a
Lot of purchnsing power because of
theit size.

When you add ta this the pizzazz
of well-executed mom displayn,
whntever syl utured is bound
to muke a posit mpteasion on
the cunsumer.

Recently, J.1.. Hudsan, under the
direction of Dunna Stevens, whe
hewds ap all of Hudson's 46 design-
erw, decided to send n strang me
sagy atwmt contemnporary. The res
sults were urbane - 8 mix of
Raher's Phister classiv modern fur.
niture with post-mudern Rynone
picees in lacquer and leather set on
Durdered rugs and necented with
JAB, Strahieim & Romnnn metallic-
touched fabrics, Greens and corals
were used throughout. Stevens ad-
like tn ace more color
B mpuarary settings.”

Tuking these retailers to-
gether, then adding the pumber.one
retsifer in Michigan, Art Van, with
it slivk contempornry Natuzzi
lenthers, and J.C. Penney and
Kears, whose trade-ujh assortments
ahways include contemiporary, yuu
then know that mwdern furnishings,
in one furm oz another, aze here to
stay for at least another 100 years.

Showstopper: The new seating group, Angular, was de-
signed by Stanley Jay Friedman for Bructon Industries.
It's fully upholstered and offered in three sizes (lounge
chair, two-seat und three-seat sofa) with companion ot-
toman in a varicty of leathers and fabrics. Lounge chair
price in leather, §
‘At Gorman's Gallery of Fine Furniture, Southfield; Sher-
wood Studios, West Bloomfield; and to the trade at Billie
Born Ltd., Michigan Design Center, Troy.

R RIER Shapely styling:

: W This dining chair,
designed by Ser-
gio Orozeo, is
from Carson’s.
The metal base is
available in brass
finish. Priced
from $699 to
§1,199. At Scott-
Shuptrine; Hill-
side Furniture;
Sherwood Stu-
dios, West
Bloomfield.

76; in customer’s own fabric, $2,565.

Polsod for succoss: The Tabla lamp is designed by Mario
Barbeglia and Marco Colombo for Italiana Luce, former-
ly the PAF company, and distributed by Koch + Lowy.
The lamp is expected to play a pivotal role in the growing
importance of decorative accessories. The finish is heat-
resistant black technopolymeric. Uses a 12V 50-watt hal-
ogen bulb. Height 14% inches, base diamater 4% inches,
arm extends 37 inches. Priced at $345. In many local
stores.

RN s ST Vi

Touch of past: 0.B. Solic designed this Arriva bedroom set by Ello. The black chrome cabriole-styled legs from the
18th contury soften the modern lines in light cherry and darkwood. Price ranges from $7,500 to $9,000. Retail )
exclusively at Englander's. Available to the trade at Designer Group, Michigan Design Center, Troy.
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