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Americon expatriste community in Japan.”

Both Jahn and Gwen agreed it was difficult to pin.
point exactly which features, including other conveni-
ences of this state-of-the-art system, they found most
important.

Gwen, who mixle no claims for technologica) know-
how, matveled at the five shelven of cquipment on ¢i-
ther side of the 52-inch TV nereen, all neatly protected
Ly black glass doora.

“These 10 boxes nre the control center for mulitple
fi i nuch as fulati: the hi il iti

sound from the nine npenkers, giving us theater-qunlity

™

soun from our or laser di
der,” John said. “We're delighted it is nlsa set up to
Include other functions, such as houkewide audio, vi-
deo, telephone paging and surveillance monitoring of
any part of the house.'

*'Qur television, by the way, is n rear.projection type
from the Dutch company, Philips NV, It sllown for o
fint screen as well as delivering wuperior picture quali-

ty. Thomas Yesowich, president of Vitex, which in-
stalled this system, nssuces us thot the HDTY (high
defintion) coming into the market will be compatible
with ous TV."

Hoth John and Gwen agreed un the advantagen of the
CD dive, interactive eapacity of their TV — “especially
for our son, who enjoyn tours through the Smithsonian
in Washington as well as plnying video games.”

Guwen waidd she “nlso benefited from her golf fessonn
in the intersctive mucle.’

By using a photo CD, they liked putting all family
and travel photogragha on the dincs so they could be
played on tetevaion, even heing nble to use the zooming
device fur close-ups. A clear sdvantoge,” Gwen woitd,
“wan gelting rid of the clutter of old photo albume,”

‘The Elan system, availoble in theee levels of com-
plexity, gets rick of a lot of witing nurmnlly axsociated
with such n variety of equipment and functions, by di.
gita! electronic codding at the point uf origin, then de.
cading at the receiviog end,
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Sleek
Kitchen, bath sports racy new look

NICE TIGAR-KHAMER
WAITER

hnt'n new for kitchens and batha is about as

aleck and xhapely as n high-speed sports

car.

And no wonder. The newest offering of contemporary
cabinets comes from Pininfarina of Italy, the name
company that hos designed Ferrarin and Alfa Romeos,

The Pininfarina-designed cahinets, made by
Snuidero of ltaly, are shout a8 custom na cabinets
come. Snalderu will make a cabinet, or a whole aection
of storage, to fit any niche in the house and even give
yau a choice of six colora.

The cahinets aze made either of laminate or a wood
vencer over sturdy beeeh and ook fiber board. Tal)
units with curved fronts are a Pininfatine trademark,
Thene units aze made of a patented structural foam and
finished with a glomsy lacquer.

The lurge, cusved caliinets muke excellent comer
statage and give even stnall kitchens anappy architec.
tural interest, Arched moldings and convex-shaped
doors can be pluced over the cooking surface o aink to
balance the room srd give kome dimension and shape
to the most ordinary kitchens,

“The look 15 very functional and architectural,” says
Sherey Huntzinger, kitchen and bath designer for Eu-
roStyle, Ltd. of Bleomfield Hills, the Michigan deales
for Stnirdern, "People don't wint to re-de their kitchena
every 10 years or su, These cabinets have a timeless
luok,”

"Though the fucquered finish looks nk fragile nx glass,
the surfaces are tough and built for fomily use, promis-
e~ Michae] Martin, design consultant for EuzuStyle,
Lid., formesly in the Michigan Design Center, Troy.

To nccent the xnozzy Pininfarinn cabinets and simi-
Tar ones by Snindero, customers are using more than
vtie type of countertup in the kitchen, Smooth tiles and
Mexican or Pewabic tiles often are mized with granite
tups of hard surfaces like Corjan.

Other new [oaks (or the kitchen include open shelves,
glass dvors and all-white cobinets with o corner stornge
unit in acuntrasting color like red, gray or tusquoise,

More nnl moute new or remodeled kitchens have work
wutfaces of varied heights to make food preparation eas-
ir,

“The Europeans hove used countertops of different
heightn for years,” Mortin saich “1t's called *stepping,’
or 'dropping, and it is catching on in this country.”

Also popular in a ningle-lever faucet by Franke that
pulls up ond out of the wink. The Lady.Lux faucet by
Ghzohe comes with attachments like a scraper and a
brush,

Since Snaidere has a distribution center in Canada,
some cabinets are in stock, but you cauld wait up ta 12
weekn for delivery. Cam? For n complete kitchen (floor,
cabinets, countertops, appliances}, expect to pay ahout
12 to 18 percent of the merket value of your home, soys
Martin.

Clenn, clansic Bnes fur kitchens ond baths are in anid
trendy, glitzy-muwlern iv out, snyx Ken Stoakes, cu-
awnet of Que Vie in Roya) Onk,

More hun 70 petcent of the custamers who semode!
through Que Vie choowe lucquered or formica cabinets,
he anik,

“"White cabinets with cauntertops or accent til
gray ar tesl in very populur,” Stoakes vaid, "Contempo-
rary calinets are eight, timelens nnd eosy to clean.”

At ldeal Finish in Canton, requests for custom tile
wark for kilchens and baths are "out the 100l,” says

Mona Applega ownet.
“You can cre very custom ook hy nd(llnmuul [}
few dl ive handpainted tiles toa b

countertep,” said Applegate, who hos helped customers
create Southwest and art deco looks with tile. "New
ceramic tile in an existing kitchen or bath is on inex-

y tu updute s room.”

b also sells a Inminsted, contemporary-
styled vanity, ealled the Waterfull, that mounts 1o the
wall insteard of resting on the Nows, The free-standing
unit, which sells for about $3,000, is used as ofien axn
dining roon bufTet ax it ix o bathreom vanity, says Ap-
plegate,
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Gilitz to granite: boosting awareness

By HELEN Dia
Sercrn, Witk
£ you want to enine your design
I cansciousness, particularly of
the bewilde

NT

K variely of con-
tempornry st o enn gl pleoty
af helg at the Michigan Design
Center in Troy.

For exposure to authentic cotly
maodern, stop by Haker, Knnpp
Tubls ta sce the seissued L&JG.
Stickley furniture, originslly moou-
factured in the carly 1900a. Then
move on to F, Shumncher for the
Frank Llayd Wright Collectinn of
textiles and rugs, Both men pre
«d 1 major impetus to the enrly
madern movement that rever-
herates throughuut the design com-

Rugged: The
travertine
table in de-
taill —
18x-18x16
inches,
$3,314. In
the Design
Resources
Showreom,
Michigan
Design Cen-
ter, Troy.

munity today.

Yau can ket
sign senaibility
Groy rugin the anl showrani.
1t was originally designed io the
1920 nccording to the muxim af the
Internationn Style: “Lews is more.”™
She struggled against tremendous
wcldx, but ber wark is now appizeci
atedd and hax becotne a wtatux syme
bot, alang with the 100-plus furni-
ture designs now designated ax
odern classicos being offered by
Palszzetti, o major design resouree
ut Tennunt Asrocinten.

Once you've digested sl of this,
you're ready tu move on to the post-
madern stytes initinted in the 1970
nnel wdriving force of mueh guoil de-
sign today. Exmnples of thin style
in furniture ean be found nt the
Zeising, Bill Perlmutter, Normon
Lackoff nnd Billi Born shawzooms.
Lackoll features n Pennnberg dining
group using the unusual anigre
wuod snd Billi Born goes all the
way with the nrt furniture trencd
with the Quess line ond the hnnd-
maide, hendpainted tables by Naocy
[Yenison, a native of Michigan
whuse wark is heginning ta b col
Teeted internntionnlly,

Both clussic nnd post.modernisen
in evident ut Stark Cagret, une of
the key renources of hondknotted

2 major whilt in de-
th the Eileen

1 finsd “Art Deco,” made up
{ynamic combination of motifs
rrange to his or her
nconeegt of-
fered by the fututist Alvin Toffler,
in which the client snd the designer

are in partnership creming n design.

Stark slse offers sugx madle in Inra-
o}, mare in the post-muodern vein,
but nlko open te custom adaptation.
The most sncient of home fugn-
ishings produocts lnzed Mloor
tiles, unually ide ed with Spain
and Muliterranean countries ~

gets o modern systemin treatment by

the German Korzilius compuny
through its Contempi line, The
combination of khapex sllow sou to
crente intereating patterns ta xuit
your individual taste. Vieginia Tile
carries this ot other lines that
tuke modern concepls seriously.

For unsurpassest glitz and glom-
wur, make sure ¥ou go to the
Stroheim sl Romusnn showroom
1o see the JAB Byzanz line, Donna
Stevens ntd the J. L. Hudson de.

SIENErs s y uxe the JAB line
in-store nettings and foir clients,
‘The technieally superh and eom-
plex pritern uses Byzantine malifs
but casts thew in o modern way,
adiding metallic yarn to enhnance o

powerfully opulent statement.
When you lenve Stroheim and
ceedh townesd the 1
> showroum, you should be-
come aware of the wide range of of-
feets modern derign offers: fram
glitz to granite, and the grani
this cne is at the Derign Resource
shoszeom, The rough- sitles of
the travertine marble table shuwn
are eonteasted by the xmooth top.
10 tuble and a rogied Jandreape,
nll inwne.

At nnother extreme in texture,
guining in populi L are the prolif-
etation of nerylic and @lass tables.
(lﬂhr 1uny items availuble, Th
up’s dining nble,
signedl by Frank Hill for Bugatelle
Glass, stands ot because of the nn-
conventional handling of glass; th
denignes works with rough-¢
nnd poliched surfaces contensting
with each uther.

Renching for siibl another realm
af insterial nnd light in the Telos
curtain system ol slidling panels,
aguin nt Tennant Associntes, Glorin
Cotton of Gotman’s Gallery of Fin
Fumiture usen a Lot of this line
great effectivencas in her interior
design projects. Some of the options
in this line offer leafy trve patterns
that benutifu)ly filter Yight.
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PLUS:

[ FALL SALE

QOctober 5 - November 2

™\_20% OFF

IMPERIAL Tmperial, Quatity House

Sterling Prints, Van Luit,

Katzenllach & Warren Old Stone Mill,
Greeff and Louis Bowen,

FREE! as.vaa Segment Border

with every room order of 4 single rolls
from al) exclusive Imperial baoks.

Ash Showroom Will Give

AN ADDITIONAL 10 OFF
un these collections in the month of Oclobes!
Our State Designers Ane Here To Awist Yo

2 In Making
Wholeste Retil

Showroom

Custom Draperies
Furnishings/Accessorivs

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
2374 Franklin Road » Bloomfield Hills

HOURS: Man.oFri 98 pay, St 104 pm,

Design Studio
Fabrics
Wallcoverings

SINCE 1948

858-7010
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