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Loading up: Jerry
Damico, an em-
ployee of Parks
Moving and Stor-
age of Pittsburgh,
loads the Rigerts’
belongings for the
move.

Corporate tfers give
families big dose of stress

By AILEEN WINGBLAD
Brayr Waiter
nyone whu hos been through

a family move knows that

resettling can be unset.

tling, with stress likely to
be high on family members.

With ren) eatate cxperta reporting
& stendy wteesm of incoming end
outgoing corparnte trannfereen in
the suburban market, relocating is
n fact of life for many families.

One source, for instance, reloca.
tion director Linda Scope of Centu-
ry 21 Town and Country, Troy, says
that ber business ia up 25 percent
from last year. Het campany ser-
vicen about 1,000 transferces annu-
ally,

Her collesgue, Patrick Murphy,
also of Centry 21, agrees that a*'cer-
tain percentage of husiness in be.
causc of *corporate gypsies.’

To help clicnta ense Ento the tran-
aition, Realtors typically offer com-
munity [nformation and resource
referrals, But what about the chil-
dren in these families? How do they
lea) with uprooting, what dilemmas
do they face and what can parents
du to help them?

“The more secure and rooted a
person is In a community, the great-
¢r the loss is when they move. The
mure invested, the more lost,” nays
psychulogist Sam Raffe, who workn
with the Rochester School District.

“And my hunch is the younger
the child ix and the more frequent
the moving, the worse it in, These
ids aze much mere at risk educa-
tionatly snd psychologically. They
won't necessarily hove more prob-
lems, but they nre at a greates Hsk.

Cheryl Clements, currently of
Farmington Hills, knows first-hand
what “corporate gypsies” face. Her
hushand, Cheis, a designer for Ford
Motor Company of Great Britain, in
transferred often.

Hix jub nssignments have result-
w! in four internotional moves in
the past nine years, taking the fam-
ily — which inclwles daughters
Hayley, 11, and Somantha, 17 — to
Japan, Australin and twice to
Farmington Hills,

Of course, the family returns to
it native Great Britoin between

W'l know to the aver-
age citlzen, we're Just
gotting a new clty
manager. Frankly, I'm
disturbed about what
could happen. These
are big shoes to fill.’

James Pogue
plan commission chairman

kids next time,” she roys. “We'll
know what to expect and they'll
knuw what to expect.”

Farmington Schools social worker
Kathleen Holleran cxplains that
it's [mpartant to understand that
how & child reacta o moving de-
penis greatly “on family dynamics
ond the individual personslity of
kids. Some kids are more equipped
1o deal with change.”

She cumpures children of todny's
to those of

eoch move.

Sure, it can be difTicult for them.
Once they've made friends and have
settted in ot achools and al), they
hive to move and start all over
ogoin,” saya Clementa, adding that
with her kidn, the uprooting tends
to be more difficult for her older
daughter, o student at QOaklend
Community College.

Of course, Clements does point
out that all the moving hoa had its
benefita to her daughtern as well.

*“They hove had 1o be sort of out-
going. When you move a lot, you
can't hide in your shell, If you want
friends, you hove to go and make
them . . . and once you are settled
in, it’a reolly not that bad,” she
anyh.

Like the Clementses, the Rigert
family is nlso fomiliar with moving.
They recently left their Famington
Hills home for & new start [n subur-
ban Chicage.

Donna Rigert explaina that the
career path of her husband, Mi.
choel, o district maneger in the
mainframe software maket, has fed
through five moves since 1986,

“They've tried to prepare their 5.
yearold son for the move by letting
him vinit his achool ¢arly and by in-
troducing him to the next-doar
neighbuts befere they actually relo-
catedd,

Their other tw kids, a 3-ycar-old
girl and ancther son who in almost
2, hopefully will adjust, she says.

And, Rigert adds, she end her
husbanil already anticipate snother
move in the next few years, It's the
“ninture of his buxiness,” she says.

"We'te hoping to team from this
expetience . . . to better prepare the

militory fomilies of yenteryear,

“We uned to hez a lot about ‘army
hrats' — those families moved a lat,
Some of the kids were flexible, usu.
ally those with strong personalities,
and did OK if the move was han.
dled in a nuntraumatic way and the
family as 2 unit wos not stressed
out.

“But if the tone in a family is
stressful or negative, it's more diffi-
cult to separste from friends. If
there are arguments in a family
sbout the move, such ns if the
mother inn’t happy about the situa.
tiun, this will filter down to the
kids. A child is usually a mirror of
the stressea that go on at home.
Children start to show free-floating
aniiety,” Holleran explains,

Adjusiment problems often show
up as behavioral difficulties in
acheol, whe adds. Indications that a
youngster is having trouble dealing
with a move can include unex-
plained crying {(showing sadneas) or
“neting out™* (showing anger).

To help the kids slong. Raffa and
Holleran emphaosize that communi-
cating within the family In easen-
tial,

“Kitls nced to talk of the cxperis
ences they are having. It's not al-
ways casy because some kids don’t
talk,” xoy» Raffa.

“And a lot depends on how par-
ents react. 1€ parents express fear or
whock about what a kid is saying,
the kid will dam up,” he aays. “Par-
ents need to listen, And siblings
can be a network of support. Family
support at this time [» really criti-
cal. Siblings and parents are the
common denominator. |f those stay
canstant, the kid has an anchar.”

Sept. 29 session tells about
Odyssey of Mind program

An informational meeting for par-
entw, students and teachers inter.
ested in the Odyasey of the Mind
program will be held at 7 p.m,
Tuesday, Sept. 20, at O.E. Dunckel
Middle School, 32800 12 Mile.

‘The mveting will 1ast until 8:30
pm. and will include a hands-on
crentivity session to acquaint peo-
ple with the program.

This in the 10th year the extra.
cutricular program has been offered
through Farmington Public
Schoatw. 1t in open to students in all
graden and in designed to foster
creativity, problem solving and
focus on a multitude of skills that
arc important in preparing children
for the 2) st century.

Tearms of between five and seven

M This is the 10th year
the extracurricular
program has been of-
fered through Farm-
Ington Public Schools,

features will change and it will
make past of its juueney in *full glo-
ry." Matetials cannot exceedd $100
in volue. This ix for grades six
through 12 and there is also a colle-
giate campetition nationally.

® Dinosaura — The team cre-
ntea and presents a atory about di.

Vo

studenta choose cither a di
ot technical problem to aclve for the
Oakland County i} in

nosaurs de dino-
waura of which one or more will per-
form technleal tasks, Teams will

Match. Varioun age groupa compete
amang their own divisions.

Winners in regional competition
have a chance to move on and com-
pete at the atate level,

Thin year's competitive problems,
which all have an ecight-minute
presentatlon tmit, include:

® Pit Stop — A team designa,
bullds and drives a vehicle powered
by one or two mechanical jacks. It
will travel & course and make plt
stope, At rome polnt the vehicle
will tzavel in reverse. It’s phyaical

alva make a new dinosaur discovery
that wilt be called n “creativo-
asurus.” Materials cannot exceed
$90. Thia (s far geades kindergarten
through 12

® Which End In Up? — The
team problem is to deaign and build
n lialsa wood structure to balance
antd support as much weight as pos-
aibile. One end must fit entirely over
a 6x6x1 block and \he opposite end
much fit entirely within a 4xdxl
space. This is for gradea kindergar-
ten through 12

® Folk Talen — The team must
create a performance that includes
a team-originated folk tale, anc or
mure legendary of mythical charac-
ter and two or mure quoteafrom a
given list. Onc of two of theae char.
acter will be portrayed as the origi-
nators of the quotes. Materials can-
ot exceed $80 in value. This is for
grades kindergarten through eight.

® The O1d Man and The Sea —
This team muat create a present an
interpretive performance based on
Hemingway's clossic, “The Old
Man and the Sea.” The perform.
ance will also include » conclusion.
Materinta cannot exceed $80. For
grades kindergarten through 12 and
also includes o collegiate category.

For younger students who wish ta
participate but not to compete, a
problem called “Li'l Gourmet” in
being offeecd for those in grades
kindergarten through two. Thin
non-competitive problem offers
teama the opportunity to create and
petform n akit about a well-bal-
ancell meal. The skit will include
costumes and (eature an original
aong. Materials cannot exceed $50
in value.

For more information about the
program or Tucsday's meetlng, call
Sylvia Cambouris at 478-1077 or
the district's DELTA department
at 489-33%9.

STAFY PHOTON HY SHAROS LEMIZ™

Call me: On her last day in Farmington Hills, Donna Rigert gives her Chicago-area
address to friends over the phone.

WATERFORD LIGHTING COLLECTION SHOW

With Jean Moses. Watesford National Tabletop Director.

Wednesday, September 30, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Rochester

and 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., in Birmingham. On Thursday, October 1,
5 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., Livonia. In the China Shop.

A visually dazzling collectian of the many ways Wterford can light your home.
Every crystal piece is hand-cut and mouth-blown in Ireland to exacting standards.
Lamp bases are solid cast brass. There will be many new, exciting and unique designs
on display to be purchased or specially ordered. As a bonus, you will receive

a Waterford video with your purchase at the show.

Jacobson’s

Ann Arbor * Growie Moiate @ BI ® Dearborn @ Rochester # Livonia

Shop unt) @ pm. on Thursday and Friday. Untl & . on Monday, Turday, Wedneudty snd Sarurdar. Shop Sundsy Nooa 10 5 pm.
Jscobson's Charge, MawerCant®, VISA®, and Amerian Evpeen®.




