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‘Mohicans’ skips action, realism for overblown romance

Forget James
Fenimore Cooper.
The new vernlon
of his “The Lost
of the Mohicana™
in ntrictly for fana
of muahy bistori.
cal rumance. You
know the kind |
menn thick
papezhacks where
lusty men  and
women grapple on
the covees, their
jong hair blowing in the wind, as
epic battles rage behind them.

This time the English and
rench duke it out fur American
land 8 decade or two hefore the
American Revolutivn. ‘The hair be-
fongs o Daoniel Day-Lewis, He
plays Howkeye, the white man
mined partially Ly Indions who
pledges no  alleginnee 10 cither
crawn,

During regular teeks thruugh up.
ntate New York, he and a pair of bn.

JOHN
MONAGHAN

tive American companions rescue a
pair of damaeln in distress, An evil
Indisn named Magua wanta to kill
the slsters, daughters of a Scottlsh
general, In oeder to “wipe out the
seed” of hia famlly,

Day-Lewls, the English actor so
brilliant in “My Leflt Foot” and
“My Beautiful Laundrette,” brings
to the screen a Hawkeye for the
19902 — the fronticrsman as super-
model. He's noble for the right
cause tlove), resouzeeful in the face
af danger, a crack shot with a primi-
tive musket, and of course, ultra-
senaitive,

Moat of all he's handsome, very
handsume, with his chest expased
through his leose, open ahirt and all
that yummy halr spitling onto hix
shouldern. He'd took just sa much
at home with Matt Dillon In the
Seottle-baned "Singles” as he doen
wlugging through the priteval
ents of sir ancestors.

Not that I expected anything
fuintly realintic from this new “Last

H Only the colorful
scenery, with massive
waterfalls, steep clIff-
slde paths and thick
virgin forests, looks
naturally impressive.

of the Mohicans,” but I thought It
woull be a bit grittier and lesa Har-
lequin-ized than  what
acroas the wide screen.

attacks and battle sequences,
comes off Hollywood phony.

1 suppase we can blame the whole
mess on “Dances with Wolves,”
Kevin Costner's overrated ego trip
of o western, You can just see direc-
tor Michael Mann, Leat known a
the creator of TV's “Miami Vice,
selling “Mohicons” to Twenticth
Century Fox as a film thst com-
bines the same elementa of frontier
toner with vanishing Indian breeds,

And the film will have ita fons.

Eventhing here in
from the romance between Hawkeye
and the Scottish noblewomam
(ployed by Madelelne Stowe) to the
music which wwells at the drop of 8
hat — or in this cose o swish of the
hero's tengthy locks,

Only the colarful acenery, with
mossive waterfolls, steep cliffaide
paths ond thick virgin forests, lookn
nnturnlly impressive. The rent, in-
cluding the chorcographed Indian

flashed  Respected critics have colled it “ex.
hllnntin( and pawetful.” American
bl scholars, hile, will

Le gratified that Cooper's archaic
prose snd overall stuffiness has
reached the masses.

I'll take archoic and stulfy any
day 10 the kind of shameless posing
that permeates “The Last of the
Mobicans.” Director Mann turns
this well-known nuvel inta the film
cquivalent of "Miami Vice,” with
pretty characters, a slick ntyle and
only the illusion of substance.

"Mohlcans':
Daniel Day-
Lewig is
Hawheye,
frontiersman
star of Mi-
chal Mann's
“The Last of
the Mohi.
cans.”
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