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Communist era falls away in
Budapest

BY JUDITHINGRAM
NEW Yauk TIMER BYNSnIcATY

Budapest, Hungary, is at s best
in the autumn when the end-to.end
tourist buses gu into hibwrnation
pnd local reaidents reclaim their
city,

The capital wakes up in o blue
tnist and basks in the galden Jight
of fall afternoons; sunshine apaz-
les off the tiles of turn-of-the-cen-
tury mosaica, and aoft shadows hide
the ceacka and wrinklew of this ag-
ing but ever vain capital.

The city is peppered with lookout
points. Good apots include the
Erzaebet Lookout Tuwer atop Janos
Hill in Buds, which can be reached
by the choirlift — about 50 cents —
that starts ot Zugligeti Road.

Lower in the Buda Hills ix the
Szechenyi  Lookout wn  Evetke
Street neer the Szabadwag Hegy
stop of the cogwhee) roilway, which
runs up into the hills from Szilogyi
Erzacbet Parkwny across from the
Hotel Budapest,

fuk and cogwheel enilway tickets
cost about 20 centa. The closest
lockout to the center of town is on
Gellert Hil at the Liberation Stat-

ue.

“This foll visitors can glimpse the
taxt of the Ideclngica) communist-
era statues, which nze being ree
moved from the sites they have
daminated for up to fuur deendes.
Pre-Wurld War I statues are heing
put back in their places of honar,
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for the precommunist past.

Many streets now carry twu
names: the prewar one ond the com-
munist-vra name, crossed out with
a thick redd line, Communist crests
on the Chein Bridge ore draped
with gray cloth.

For a short time the two contra-
dictory facex of the city will be on
display simultancously.

Events

The Festival Orchestra hos exiat-
el nince 1983 nn o “dissident” en-
semble that did not bend to the will
of the communist-era arts manage:
ment. Now the city, dominated by
former dissidents, hns adopted it an
Budapent's official orchestra.

The urcheatea, cunducted by Ivan
Fischer, opened its aearon Sept, 24
with a free concert featuring Mo-
zart, Glinka, Britten and Brahms in
the Greot Hall of the Art Nouveau

.

Academy of Munie. The season
runs through May; tickets cost $2 10

The two-week Budspent Fall Fexe
vival, packed with cancerts, donce
and thester performances, literary
readings and art exhibits, opened
Sept. 25 in Voronmarty Square with
u free rock cancert by a populnr
grougrcalled Szinm.

The festival's emphasis on alter
notive culture is neflected in the
venues, including the Meslin Jazz
Club, the grimy Bluck Hole hard-
rock club and the intimnte At Deco
Arany Janos Theater.

‘The festival alro includes the Bu-
dapest Chamber Opern pricluction
of Strauss’ “Arindne auf Noxos,”
percussion coneeets by the Amndin-
da ensemble, and performances by
the Flemish Rusuw and Leporello
dunce companivs and the Blindmnn
Hrass Quusrtet.

Event tickets cost $1.30 ta $8. tn-
formation and tickets for the festi.
val s well ar other concerts cun be
obtainedt ot the Central Ticket Off-
ice, 1 Vorosmarty Square; telephane
115.6222.

The opern and tllet season is
huw open st the ornate Hungarian
State upers House, 22 Andrassy
Ave., 153-0170, nnd started Sept. 26
at the modern Erkel Theater, 30
Koztarsusng  Squore,  133-0540,
where apers i pesformed in Hun-
garian,

Asitde from Hungarian opern clas.
sics, the fall repertory includes “La
Boheme,” *Manon,” "1 Lombardi,*
“Tannhuuser” wsnd “Albert Herr-
ing” as well ax the ballets “Anna
Karening” and "A Midsummer
Night's Decam.™

The Hungnriun National Muse-
un, 14-16 Muzeum Boulevard, 138-
2122 -~ apen 10 wm. to 535 pan.
duily except Monday = features an
exhibit on zuheth, wife of the
Hapsburg Emperor Franz Joph
and Hungany's hesteloved  quueen.
Her clothing, china, furniture, lete
ters nnd even her horse’s shoes are
on sy through Janunry. Tick
cte: B0 cents,

A small but lovingly essembled
exhibit vn Rnoul Wallenberg, the

Swedish diplumat whe saved the
Bud,

A,
Through February the museum in
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Crossing the bridge: The Buda side of the Elizabeth Bridge
park-edged modern highways.

The museum is open from 10 s,
to 6 p.m. until Nov, 1, then cluses at
4 pm. untit March 14: closed Mon-
Admission s 40 cents.

also presenting nn exhibit of photos
and documents on Hungarinns in
the New Warld,
Sights

At Aquincun visitats can explone
the remains of » second: and third-
century Roman garrison town. The
cuina and muxeum ore open 10 a.m
to 6 pum. until Oct. 312 cluxed Mon-
doy, Admi; s abuut 40 cents

lives of th Is u ¥
Jews in 1944-45, ix open to Oct. 31
at the Contemporary History Muse-
um in the Buda Castle Paluce, 17
T¥inz Square, 175758

Aquineum can be reached via the
train  fram  Batthyany

Square.
The Tomb of Gul Buba an Mre-

aet Street on Rose Hill, o reunant
of the 160-year oceupation by the
‘Turks in the 16th and 17th centu-
ties, remains a ploce of pilgrimage
for Muslims. 1t is the burinl place of
w devour dervish who died in 1543
dduring a thunksgiving service at the
Matyas Church - which hwl been
whitewashed and teansformed into
1 mosque in juat three duys 1o celes
Drate the Turkish victory in the
battle for Buda.

The tomh in open 10 am. to &
pom. through October, then cluses at
4 p.m. until May: closed Mondny.

The Custle District, the sres

“muost visited by tourists, coeties the

mast vinible marks of Austria’™s $00-
venr dominion over the Nute
the Gothie arches in innes court.

R A T

vards, and the outside walls topped
with Barocque details,
q

City Park (Varasliget) i the site of
the fanciful Vujdahunyad Casth,
fi ing a ite af apchitec-

To get n sense of Budapest's
impetinf grundeur 1t the tuzn of the
century visitors should take a tour
of the urnate, neo-Gathie Parlia-
ment building, all sed-velvet uphol-
stery, pold pilding and intricate
catvings.

Tours, $6, organized by Budapest
Tourist, & Roosevelt Square, 11%-
a555, take place Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday at 10:30 a.m. anid
1:30 .., but call to be sure,

On Mazgaret Island is a 200-acre
park where the ruins of a 13th-cen-
tury cloister can be seen amid tall

tural siyles. The castle, nlins with
neatby Heroes Square, was huilt o
celebrate Hungon's millennivn in
1696.

Perhaps Budapest™s et bt s
cret is the Riseelli Muscen, 108
Kiscelli St., Obudn, 18580860,
which effers an eclectic collection in
an  1Bth-century  monastery  and
church.

The collection includes furnitune
printing presses and J0th-centun
paintings and sculptuee. Theee s
also 0 19th-centuny phirm witl
i i Hing convictions in

old trees und flawesk In the
northeastern part of the city the

3
their original bottles.

Ships ahoy: Cruise around for

By EVERETTPOTTER
Sprctas, WrITER
Al hands on

. drek!

) Once zgain, the
LR crulse industry
Around has gone overs

board with dis-
oounts.

A sawy travel
agent ur A cruise-
only agent will
take one look at & cruise price and
immediately wlice off ancther 15
pereent to 20 percent.

And last yene's hefty discounts of
25 percent to 34 percent nne back
with a vengeance.

“We've acen a 35 percent drop in
the cost uf the average ticket in the
Jaxt five years,” snya Mike Grosa-

man, president of Cruixes of Dis-
tinction, n New Jerney-baxed
cruise-anly truvel agency,

“That's staggering. They can’t go
much Inwer because iUs cheapet to
Iy ap the ship.”

1n pust years only consumess who
Yooked very early ur waitedd until
the lust minute coukl get a major
bargain. Now it seems everyone has
avhance,

With the vconumy in recession,
the veuise indussy hnsx more than
100,000 berths that can only be
Nlled by vigorous year-round clin.
counting

“Instead of waiting until the last
minute, We NOW Kee AOMC Cruise
lines selling their whole year ot din-
vount,” says Larry Fishkin, preai-
dent uf The Cruise Line, a Miami.

PHOTULIH RTIN OF CUN G PRIV

On the cheap: Cruises are so popular nowadays that dis-
counts on package tours are almost a way of life for the

industry.

Dased cruise-only truve) agency.

Clients nrr now lured with vari-
ous options, It could be a second
week ol sea for a cock-bottam price
or a rpecial two-passengers-for-the-
price-of-une rate.

tt could be o low standby fate af-
fervid three weeks before sailing.

These vptivns come and go. But n
knowlislgeable travel agent should
be aware of them.

Ta attract more clients, some
cruire-only ngencies will consume
part of their own profits by offering
rebates — for example, alicing an
additional 5 percent off their al-
ready-dircounted price.

“Fhe cruise lines inay say that re-
bating duesn’'t vecus, but it happens
* nays Grosaman of Cruises of
Distinetion.

“We sometimes tebate, but the
cruise lines won't et us publish our
Yowest price. So we simply tell our
custamers to call us becavse our
rates ate uften lower than aur print-
o ones. It's a ailly game andd it ob-
acutes the real price from the con-
sumer,”

Mony agencies ruutinely review
il bookings, notifying customerx
about upgrades or fare drops and,

fundi

discounts

But aside from offering  dis-
counls, how du the cruise comga-
nies cotnpute?

“Novelty is n marheting factor in
this business,” says Fishkin of The
Cruise Line, “Newness counts, A §-
yeat-nld ship is considered ald. Pro.
Ple want 1o be on the latest veasel,
Theme cruises ate also popular
matketing tools.”

“People ane luoking for extra val-
ue,” says Jo Kling of Landry &
Kling, o cruisc-only agency in Coral
Guliles, Fla.

So the company vifees theme crus
isex for non-smokers, chocolnte lay-
era, devotees of Scottish danciog
and other special-interest travelers.

Industzy suuzees KAy APPrOXi-
mately 2 million people, or about
holf of all Americans wha took n
cruise last year, will take another

Some 56 percent of Americans
apt ts aail in the Caribbean.

But a new hot trend is travel to
Alaska for those who want to aee
the wilderess up cloae, Next aea-
ron the cumpanies will offer more
than 300 cruises in Alasknn waters.

For further informntion contact
Cruises of Distinction, 460 Bloom-

when sppropriate, even
muney.
Hecause of a lack of manpower,
sume agencien can't do that. So it's
up 1o the consumer to ask an agent
[f there are any additional deals.
“The agencics are usually happy
1o ublige hecause it's in thelr inter.
ext to keep their customess happy.

fiekl Ave. M NJ. 07047
telephune (K00 6343445,

Ot contact The Cruise Line, 477
Riscayne Hlvd.,, Miami, Fla. 33t3%;
telephane (800) 735-0707.

Or contact Landry & Kling, 1390
S. Dixie Hwy., Suite 1207, Coral
Gables, Fla, 33146; telephone (B00)
223-2026.

HOLIDAY INN
17123 taurel Park Dt North
tivona, Michigan
{ar s e 1 € ot 2T

0 p.m.

:30 pm.

« Doot Prizes = Refreshments
» Cruise Discounts » Video
Prosentation » Cruise Info.

Cruise Network

Luxury Cruises at atfordable prices

cordlally
Invites You To

CRUISE FEST “92”

October 1, 1992

R.S.V.P.
(313) 478-9696 ks

FEATURING:
Nonvegian Cunse Line
Roval Conbbeon Cruse Ling
Princess Cruises
Amencan Hawan Cruses
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Business ond Pleasure Travel
[Wvonio)

Your Travel Planner
(Gardon City
Elkin Travel/West Bloomfield
(West Boomiiexd)

Doneson World Class Sravel -
{Southioks) e




