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Let’s say hail to the conquering ‘Hero’

TICKETS St ¢ p“h en nie's face and the reflection in his  mud on the hero’s face obacured  his most challenging role in years.
PLEASE Freinrs Hero”  glusses, He looks on not especial-  his identity during the mayhem, Best are the moments when the
re-invents Frank  ly shocked at the potential of lost  so when John Bubber (Andy Gar-  divorced father and kleptomaniac
Capra_ for the !.Ife but wnlhthe profound look of cia) steps forward, she and the tries to teach his kid the cynical
'90s without the “Why me? rest of the world pralse him as 8 facts of life.
overdose qf Heluctnmly. he steps out of his  hero. h .
schmaltzy gonti-  car and into the pouring rain to The rollercoaster ride of frus- hA&.ouglldHoﬁmunn neurotic
ment. This clev- onswer the cries for help. Not tration and chance leads to an Bl udml, o l(;vltching keeps you
er yarn about once but three times he enters the  teresting moral: there's a hero in g‘uu to him during most of the
modern-day he-  burning plane to pull out injured  ali of us when placed in the right picture, Gorcia and Davis have

roica and theme-  passengers. He lenves the scene  situation. their own moments to shine.

Jonn dinissounusual only to find that & $1 million In different hands, this materi- Casting director Julict Taylor, re-
moNagHaN ond offbent that reward has been offered for the al would be T -ized and for most of
———— audicnces may  identity of the “Angel of Flight ordinary. Thanks to co- Woody Allen’s films, helped as-
be caught off guard not knowing 407" Seriptwriter David Webb Peoples  Smble, the supporting ensemble,
exactly what to make of it. The only problem is Bernic (the same pen behind the cqunlly which includes Tom Arnold as a

To start with, this hero is no  can't collect the money. He's in  mamorable “Unforgiven”), the bartender among other familiar
crusading Mr. Smith or Deeds; no  jail for trafficking stolen mer-  story is wildly satiric but also character faces.
George Kvub_)" from "It’s o Won- chundiso. Because of his wild sto-  subtle, Although the film clocks in at
detful Life.” Bernie LaPlante, rics in the past, no one belicves Stephen Frears, the talented dl- almost two hours, it keeps a brisk
played by Dustin Hoffman, is a him. His ex-wife (Jean Cusack) rector of “Dangerous Liaisons” pace reminiscent of the classic
!noney-g.rubhmg, cynical schlem- saya that such an unselfish act and “The Grifters,” gives the ilm  comedies _of Capra, Howard
iel who just happens to be in the would be “against his cllmon. a playful ond unsettling edge. Hawks or Preston Sturges. There
wanE place when a jet liner takes N {in;lcr (;Jclvn!: Davis's I'thlc. Ln‘ D]ven when the ithni'ncmrs in his  isn’t a wasted bit of footage or di-
adive. ot-shot television reporter an films get incredibly ugly, you alogue, especiolly in WE- : .

In o wonderful picce of under- survivor of Flight 407. Broadcast-  can’t tngke yaur eyes 3{(0!;(})\'1.m).{ mogn‘; HCL‘I’IEIZZ hettv);en G;lillennr:fhcr In the limelight: Gale Gaery. (Geena Davis) is a reporter
statement, the crash is seen solely  ing with a cost on her orm, she Which hrings us to Dustin Cary Grant-like cditor (an un- whose not about to let Bernie LaPlante (Dustin Hoffman)
through the cxpression on Ber-  begs the man to step forward. The  Hoffman, who hes quite simply  credited bit by Chevy Chasc.) and a good story get away in “Hero.”
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