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Presldential
gadfly Ross
Parot got his 30
minutes  of
fame the other
night and 1
have to confess
that he had my
attention, but
not for the rea-
gon you might

AUTO
TALK

DAN  BUStS.
Mainly, he
MccoSH had the in-

stincts of a good reparter, which
is to say he had a sharp focus on
the problems, but not much in
the way of a solution.

This is, of course, the same
kind of flurry he made during
his short stay at GM, harping
about quality ond efficicncy,
then leaving them with a phone
system that still doesn't work,

Still, there is an odd paralle)
between GM today and the U.S.
government, in the scnse that
they both are mammoth bu-
reaucracies with loads of unpro-
ductive overhead, stymicd by
entrenched interests that defend

their turfl with the feracity of a
Los Angeles street gang.

Perot pointed out that cur-
rently there is only one Ameri-
can farmer for each federal em-
ploye in the U.S. Department of
Agriculture.

At GM today, for every guy
actually bolting a car together
there are six or seven milling
about on breaks, in exeeutive
suites, lnid off or retired.

Purot's story about the De.
partment of Agriculture leads
up to a tale about a guy alone in
his office, crying. How come?
‘My farmer died,’ he says.

At GM these days, sometimes
it seems like they find the one
guy lefe still working, and fire
him.

It seems like the folks run-
ning for president don’t really
have much of a solution, other
than wistful hope that the econ.
omy will, eventually, get better.

Then they close another air
force base,

At GM, they have the new E-
tenm, hot new exccutives fresh
from Europe where they sliced

market shore away from the
likes of Fiat, Volkswagen and
Renault in 8 market protected
against the Japanese.

Fronkly, I think competing
with Toyota in the U.S. is a lit-
tle tougher,

Both the government and GM
are plagued with excess capaci-
ty. In the case of the govern-
ment, this has reaulted from the
unexpected demise of the Soviet
Unlon, plus the sudden substi-
tution of fax machines for the
U.S. Post Office.

In the aute business, ‘excess
capacity' is mainly a polite way
of saying nobody is buying your
cars.

There is, of course, n funda-
mental difference here, since in
the auto business cutting so0-
called ‘exceas copacity' is anoth-
er way of saying you are giving
up, whereas having a problem
with excess capacity in the mili-
tary means you won.

A key issue in the campaign is
health care. Likewise ot GM,
where they are just as confused
as the government about what

GM, U.S. travel odd, parallel paths

to do about it.

Having no controt over the
price, GM tries to cut its cost,
slicing benefita to reduce its
own payroll costa,

Curiously, GM cut the bene-
fits for future employes the
moat, who will eventually find
themselves working to pay for
retirement benefits cuerent GM
management voted themselves
and those currently employed.

This, of course, is modeled af-
ter the U.S. social security sys-
tem.

‘The mnin hope for GM is that
despite its problems it atill is
one of the largest repositories of
industrinl and technological ca-
pabilities in the world. The
sheer size of the place makes it
an economic entity all by itself,
and its healthy revival could
well be the spark that leads to a
much broader based recovery.

‘That, of course, would be good
for both GM and goud for the
country. I don’t think it was
Perot that said that, but some-
body did.
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Here's an easy way
house —hl}llnt.

You'll find a lot of Open Houses listed right in our Classified
Real Estate Section. There are also dozens of Open Houses
listed on our electronic Homeline directory. Be sure to check
both. When using HomeLine, call 953-2020. You can listen to all
sorts of recorded listings for houses that are open to view.

1. Call 853-2020

-

All you need is a touch tone telephone, a little time, and the
following directions for using our voice telephone directory:

2. Press the number of the city you are interested in (see
directory at right).

3. Choose your price range and listen to the listings for the city
you've chosen.

4. Additional information:
*To back up, press 1
* To pause, press 2
« To jump ahead, press 3
» To exit at any time, press %
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For Oakland County Listings, Press 1

Birmingham 4280
Bloomfield 4280
Farmington 4282
Farmington Hills 4282
Milford 4288
Novi 4286
Rochester 4285
Royal Onk 4287
Southfield 4283
South Lyan 4288
Troy 4284
Walled Lake 4288

West Bloomfield 4281

For Wayne county Listings, Press 2
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Canton 4261
Garden City 4264
Livonia 4260
Northvilla 4263
Plymouth 4262
Redford 4265
Wasttand 4264
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