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Musicalmix: Downy Mildew includes guitarist Charlie

BaIdonado bassist Nancy McCoy, violinist Stan Garza,
singer Jenny Horner and drummer Rob Jacobs.

Downy Mildew s
magic on ‘Train’

BY LARRY O'CONNOR
STary WriTkR

When Los Angeles notive and
Downy Mildew guitarist Charlie
Baldonado talks of fragility ond
disintegeation, he's discussing the
riots that took plaece in his neigh-
borhood.

“It was strange,” said Baldonn-
do, whose neighborhood was hit
during the unrest. *1 always won-
dered what held the social fabric
mge!hcr nml it just fell apart so
quickly.”

A corresponding fecling can be
drawn to Downy Mildew's sound,
which tecters on a tenuous base of
swirling atmospheric guitars, eth-
ereal textures and a tag-team of
bursting harmonic.

When these brooding elements
converge, there's magic as the
band's High Street/Windham
Hill release “An Oncoming
Train™ attests,

Triumphant in their music,
which draws cursory comparisons
to R.E.M. and 10,000 Moniacs in
most reviews, is a tightness that
makes it wholly indeliable. At.
tribute it to the arrangements
says Baldonado, who makes up
the hand along with bassist Nan-
cy McCoy, violinist Stan Garza,
ginger Jenny Horner and

drummer Rob Jacobs.

Rest assured, Downy Mildew
works hard at it.

The band, in fact, waited four
yenrs to release this album, Bid-
ing time until the right record
came along, Downy Mildew forged
their reputation ns one LA
precminent club acts.

The lengthy period between l-
bums was rather surprmn;,ly
The group londed opening gigs for
the likes of Jmzz Butcher and
10,000 Maniacs.

R.E.M.'s Michacl Stipe touted
Downy Mildew as a band to be
reckoned with in 1988 after di-
recting one of their videos.

“He's not a record company,”
Baldonado snid.

Stipe's sterling recommenda-
tion actually has been a source of
consternation for the group. For
one, it has fueled comparisons to
the Athens, Ga., autfit.

“You sce it oll over the place,”
Balnonado snid. “It gets sickening
ofter awhile, . . . It's reference
point as far as o kmw. but it has
nothing to do with us.

Downy Mildew will perform
Sunday, Oct. 18, at Alvin's, 5756
Cass, Detroit. For information,
call 832-2355.

u Alejundro Escovedo’s
“Gravity” is a haunting,
poignant 11-song journal on
the harsh and brutal reali-
ties of love. What it doesn’t
refleet is a music career that
has its origins in the punk
movement of the *70s.

By LAriry O'CONNOR
Stary Wiiten

Alejandro
Escovedo  will
stop himself eve-
ry once in
owhile,

“Does  that
muke any sensc?,” Escovedo will
ask perivdically after revealing
another interesting facet of musi-
cal craft in a telephone interview
from his Austin, Texas, home,

After becoming familiar with
his recent work, “Gravity,” a

heunting, poignant 11.song jour-
nal

an  Watermelon Records,
vedo's query proves rather
ironic.

After all, Escovedo’s capacity to
communicate the stork, some-
times harsh and brutal realities of
love is what has critics proising
his geniug,

On the surface “Gravity” is an
exnepuunn!ly diverse and ambi-
tious in scope, striking chords of
bruising rock'n’roll, heartfelt
twangs of country and cclestial
sounding forays. Stripped away
from their musical stylings are
aching lyrics.

Sings Escavedo in the country
setting of “Broken Bottle™ “So
pour your drink from a broken
battle/And fill my glass with the
dirty water/What I've gained has
no name/And I'll take my leave
once more.””

As much as those songs are
routed from the heart, they could
aptly deseribe the rough-and.
tumble musical resume of their
writer,

Starting out of the punk scene
in Son Francisco with a band
called The Nuns in the mid-"70s,
Escovedo went_on to form the
u»\vpunk outfit Rank and File lnt-
er in the decade, His punk days
continue to serve him to this day,
lhour.h using emotion to moke
the primory conncction with lis-
teners,

“You just got up and played
what you wanted to play and sang
what you wanted to sing,” Esco-
vedo satd. “We were trying to

break down that barrier between
the audience and the band.”

His impact musically would
later be felt in the highly-lauded
roots rock outfit True Believers
he formed with brother Javier in
1984 (Escovedo's musical lincage
includes brother and former San.
tana member Pete Escovedo and
Pete’s daughter Sheila E)).

Tue Believers recorded  two
highly-anticipated  albums  for
EMI with only one getting re-
leased by the label. The band
broke up in 1988, which signoled
the onsct of professional and per-
sonal suffering for Escovedo.

He kicked around with Buick
Mackane, a raucous bar band in
Austin while alse turning up for
acoustic showceases  at  coffec
houses. Then personal tragedy hit

with the death of his wife, Bobbi,
in April 1991

“Gravity” is a culmination of
wrought feelings from that deso-
late period.

“A lot of songs are about break
up of relationships,” said Esco.
vedo, 41, who has five children
and one grandehild. “A lot of
them were written during that
time (of his wife's death). . . . A
lot of them take on a different di-
mension, though.”

Once such number open for in-
terpretation is the evocative, soft
piano strewn “She Doesn't Live
Here Anymore,” which Escovedo
actually wrote for a friend whose
lover had left him ("Your
footsteps echo in the hallway/
Your footsteps ccho in the hall-

L eaaata

Deep
meaning: In.
his latest re-}
Ieabc, “Grapi
ity,” Alejan-|;
dro Escovedd
looks at the !
harsh reali-
ties of love.

way/Your picture hangs ubm‘ci
The fuucul dripping in the kitchd
just the rhythm of thi

His heartfelt lyrics will be a
the forefront in his visit Friday)
Oct, 16, to the LaCasa Folk Musi¢
Scries at Birmingham Unitariat
Church. Unlike his recent pers
formance at St. Andrew's Hall,
Escovedo will |n.rfurm an acousti¢
set. without his five-picce band,

“It's j st the way I've nlwu}l
written,” Escovede snid, “what't
on my mind.”

Alejandro  Escovedo will per:
form with Michacl Fracasso Fri.
day, Oct. 16, at the LaCasa Folk
Music Series at Birmingham Uni:
tarian Church, 651 Woodward.
For information, call 646-4950."

STREET SENSE

IN CONCERT

More to dreams
than remembered

Dear Borbara:

1 have the cra-
ziest dreams eves
1y night. Nothing
in them scems to
meke nny sense.
Does this mean
anything? 1 often

;ulk to , my
- riends about
5‘2@:{3} this, mony of

wham say they
never dream. Do
you know anything about the dif-
ference between people who
dream and those who do not?

In one of my dreams, a big hird
picks me up and flies me above
the Eorth, It is beautiful and [
feel suffused with its majesty. In
another one I em digging a big
hote and in yet another, 1 am
doing intricate ice-skating
maneuvers on a small pond.
Sometimes my dreams repeat
! themselves and sometimes the do

not.
Can you tell me what my
dreams mean?

The Dreamer

Dcar Dreamer:

Dreams scem crazy when we
don’t understand them. When we
do understand them, they make
good senso and are creative works
of art. They may be deliberately

. jumbled so that the dreamer
should not understand them.
Sometimes when the dreamer
does not disguise the dream
enough and the meaning hecomes
too clear, the dreamer will awaken

s0 a8 not to face the full truth. For
example, should the dreamer have
a sexual dream with an unsceable
man, she might awaken with fear
as he turns his face toward her so
that she could recognize who he
18.

Although your friends say thot
they never dream, this is acientifi-
eally untrue, Studies in dream
Iabs prove that everyone dreams
four to five times every night dur-
ing REM sleep. This is true even
though they do not remember any
dreams.

1 cannot tell you what your
dreams mean because you re-
member the observable content off
the dream. It would take unswers
to many questions and your asso-
ciations to the dream to get to the
hidden content of the dream and
its deeper meaning.

‘There are objects in dreams
which are called universal sym-
bols and through them we could
often get some iden of what the
observable or manifest content of
dreams is about.

However, I will go no further
with your dreams except to say
that you sound hkc n happy,
healthy, creative individuol with
a delightful love of life. I hope [
am not wrong in this uncalled for
guestimation.

Barbara

If you have a question or com-

ment for Barbara Schiff, ¢ trained

therapist and experienced coun-

selor, send it to Street Sense, 0b-

server & Eecentric Newspapers,
36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150,

Monday, Oct, 12

PARADISE VALLEY JAZZ JAM
Alvin’s, 5756 Cass, Detroil.
23-2355

YINX
Michigan Theatre, 603 E. Liberty, Ana Ar.

t.
99-MUSIC

RADIO CAROLINE
Rick's Cafe, 611 Church, Ann Arbor,
996-2748

Tuesday, Oct. 13

CHISEL BROTHERS WITH THOR-
NETTA DAVIS
A!vm's, 5156 Cass, Devolt.

Hl
Rlch s Cal(.‘ ©11 Church, Ann Arbor,
596.2748
KAREN PERNIC|
The Ark, 637!65 Maln, Ann Arbor.
7611451
GONE |N 81XTY SECONDS
With Supersuckers ot St. Andrew's Hall,
431 E. Eunycss. Detroit.
961-M

Wednesday, Oct. 14
810 DAVE & THE ULTRASONICS

* ﬂlck'sca(e 611 Church, Ann Arbof.

9962

au CULTURE ON THE SKIDS
Bllnw 208 S, First, Ann Arbor.

CHEAP
&m‘s c:m 49 N Saglnaw, Pontiac.

mlnll! Amnv MCOUIRE
Gnmam 3%!!); Cafe In Femdsle,

a:u DEV
Sul 'S, 4755 Greenfield, Dearbom.
-1920

Thursday, Oct. 15

NEOPHYTE NATION
With Tﬂang)a Vision and Dan's Blg Egoat
ng W% 49 N. Saginaw, Pontiac,

Hol PICDTC" ARMY
zr;m s, 5756 Cass, Detroit,

OROBOROS
Rick’s Cafe, 611 Church, Ann Arbor.
996-2748

UNCLE CHUNK
Blind Pig, 208 S. First, Ann Arbor.
996.8555

MARTYN WYNDHAM-READ

The Ark, 637% 5. Maln, Ann Arbor.
761-1451

SONNY LANDRETH AND THE GONERS.
Sully's, 4758 Greenfield, Dearbom.
846.1920

MOVE

With Rebel Bass ot Paychecks, 2932
Caniff, Hamiramek.

872-8934

Friday, Oct. 16

CHRIS WHITLEY AND JOHN CAMP-

BELL

Molestic Theatre, 4140 Woodward, De-
o,

9G-MUSIC

nllUlHDRO ESCOVEDO AND MICHAEL
.n sa Folk Musl: sencs ot Humlnanom
Jmlnﬂan Church, 651 N, Woodwatd,
one Ping Road.

646-4950

GROOVESPOON
Uii's, 2930 Jacob, Homtramek,
875.6555

FORMOSO POP
Grifr's Grill, 49N, Saginaw, Pontlac,
334.9292

B1Q GUITARS FROM MEMPHIS
lein's, 5756 Coss, Detroit.

GEORQE BEDARD AND mr: KING’INS
BHM Piu 208 S. Firs

ﬂ(! l?(ﬁ IAI.V(’:DNIENWl

The Ark, 537 Maln, Ann Arbor.
75;’ 1451

RIEKBA
Wll)l Pop S and Sky Cries Mary ot
St. Andlcw's Hml. 431 E. Congross, De-
trolt,
96 1-MELT

MONSTER BAIT
Flnn%s Pub, 3965 Woodward, Detroit.

SHY MESSIAH'S
With Baby Ja) r}me at Hamtromck Pub,
2048Canm off 1.7!

LEON RUSSELL
Sully's, 4758 Greenficld, Dearborn.
841 920

CHA

:I\mh Del cals at Paychecks, 2932 Canift,
amtram

872- 8934

JAMES WA!

Moby chks 5452 Schaeter, Dearbom.

581-3650

STEVE GORNALL & BLUE COLLAR BLUES

Stan’'s Dugout, 3350 Aubura Road, Au-
burn Hills,

852.6433

LOUISIANA HEAT

Attic Bar, 11667 Jos Campau, Ham.
tromek.

365-4194

Saturday, Oct. 17

K.D. LANG

Hill Auditorum, 825 N. University, Ann Af-
bor. Tickats are $20 and $23.50.
99-MUSIC

ERASURE
Music Hafl, 350 Madison, Detrolt.
563.2366

LONNIE BROOKS
Rlck s Cnlo. 611 Chureh, Ann Arbor,

LDENY
Ub's, 2930 Jacob. Hamtramek.
875.6555

SKELETON CREW
Grifrs Gritt, 49 N. Saginaw, Pontiac.
334.5292

HOPE ORCHESTRA

With Mommy Heads and Obnoxatones ot
Alvin's, 5756 Cass,Detrolt,

823.2355

SOUTHAOING ZA

Bhnu P;ﬂ 2085, Flrsl Ann Arbor.

anmn ROGERS

Tha Ark, 637¥% S. Maln, Ann Arbor.
761-1451

TRUST FUXD

With Hush and Confuse

Cat at Finney's Pub, 3965 Wooaward,
Belml(

MYK RISE l MARY MCUUIRE

Mr. BS In Troy.

249
Hamtramek Pub, 2048 Canift, off 1.75.
365-3829

X ¢
Song man: Lonnie Brooks
will perform Friday, Oct. }
16, at Rick’s Cafe, 611  «
Church in Ann Arbor, For
information, call 996-2747.
LARRY MCCRAY ;
Su\l s. %58 Greenfield, Dearbom.
EI'II lﬂ :
With Top sml and Smoke ot Paycheck\
2932 Canit, Hamiramek. :

;
wmc m.conn:m
Moby Dicks, 5452 Schaefer, Dcnmomj

581-3650
U::kt JES3IE AND THE 29TH mil
Attic Bar, 11667 Jos Campau, H?r

tramek.
365.4194

E

Sunday, Oct. 18

DOWNY MILDEW

:Ml)? Duck Hills at Alvin's, 5756 Cass,
8232355

JODY STECHER & KATE BRISUN

The Ark, 63745 S. Main, Ann Arbor. L
761.1451

LYMON WOODARD ORQANIZATION
UNION

Sully's, 4758 Greenfield, Dearbom,
846.1920

mvay




