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Legislators tied up on assisted suicide

BYTip RICHARD
STAFF WRITER i

Assisted suicide will continue

| LANSING

Legis) The Wallace bill

to be legal in a8 state
lawmaokers gridlocked again on a
life-and-death issue.

A House subcommittee on
death and dying this week took no
action on the Senate-passcd bill
to make assisted suicide a four-
year felony. That bill was de-
signed to “put Kevorkion's lights
out,” in the words of its aponsor,
Sen, Fred Dillinghom, R-Fowler-
ville,

With Keverkian, a retired Roy-
al Oak pathologist who has assist-
ed five suicides in recent years,
sitting silently in the audience, o
panel headed by Rep. Lyn Jon-
daht, D-Okemos, decided to move
two other bills:

® House Bill 5415, by Ted
Wallace, D-Detroit, to regulate
ossisted suicide. An adult would
have to make two requests,
receive mental counseling, have o
written request witnessed by two
unrelated adults and wait 30
days. The attending physician
must have been secing the patient
for at least six months. Violation
would be a five-year, $10,000 felo-
sy — harsher than Dillinghom’s

il

B House Bill 4501, by Tom
Power, R-Traverse City, to set up
n two-year study commission of
legal, medical and ethical experts
to make recammendations to the

would “sunset” six months after
the commission finished work.

‘A stalemate’

To Dillingham, the Wallace bill
is unacceptable. “There's no com-
promise in that proposal at all,
We're ot a stalemate,” said the
Senate’'s most vacal pro-life
spokesman,

“We have two options,” he snid.
“Plan A is to substitute my bill
for Wallace's on the House floor.
Plan B is, if we can't substitute,
there will be a move for di
charge” ~ that is, to force Dill-
ingham's bill out of the House
Judiciary Commmittee.

“We've never had the votes in

1d attorney representing
Kevorkian, last week d d
Dillingham’s bill as “draconian,
extremist,” sought by “a small
number of people who ralse a
boisterous nolse,” an apparent
reference to Right to Life,

“Study? Who's to study it?"
Schwartz said of Power's bill.
“Only one person has the technl-
cat skill in this field — Dr. Kever-
kian."

Schwartz blamed the’prosecu-
tions of Kevorkion and effort to
Lan nssisted suicides on Gov.
John Engler and Oakland County
Prosccutor Richard Tk

rin to exercise my supposed right
to kill myself?” he asked rhotori-
cally.

RTL has opposed asslsted sui-
cide because it can lead to ou-
thanasia (merey killing), “Canati-
tutionally, you cannot prohibit its
(assisted suicide) being expanded
to euthanasia and being applicd
to an incompetent person,” Rivet
sald,

David Hayter, Westland resi.
dent representing Club of Life,
told the panel cuthanasia begins
with killing the ailing, then
spreads to the unproductive, the
ideologicall; 1 and final-

“I'm a registered Republican, and
1 still say that,” Schwartz said.
Leaving carly were Richard
Bandstra, R-Grond Rapids, and
Joseph Pal D-Wyand

Iy a race — as in Hitler's Germa-

ny.
Asked by Power il he didn't dis-
tinguish between euthanasia
itk the paticnt’s consent)

both of whom appeared unhappy
with the Wallace bill.

1t's ‘euth )

the House (; y)

But we've done scveral question-
naires. We have mare than ample
votes to win on the House floor,"”
Dillingham said.

The House hus ndjourncd until
Nov. 5, two days after the elec-
tion. Jondahl snid he intends to
have the Power-Wallace bills
ready for full House action in that
sesgion,

‘Draconian’ bill

Michael Alan Schwartz, a

cloaning specialisis.
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Vivid Colors For Falll

Show olf tho natural boauty and rich colors of your ugs—
without showing olf spois and stains. Be sure to make Tho
Original Hagoplan® part of your seasonal cleaning. Wo'te
Michigan's largest, most experionced carpot, rug end furniture

Bring tn two Oriental or Areu rugs to any Hagoplan
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CLEANING SERVICES
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BIRMINGHAM: 1835 S. Woodward » North of 14 Mia Road » 646-RUGS
ANN ARBOR: 3410 Washtonaw » Across trom Arbodand » 973-RUGS

Or have one rug

As founders of the Michigs
and 1, Mark Rubin

Before Radial Keratotomy

Clearly, the Michigan Eyecare
Institute can make a difference

are Institute, Dr. William Myaes

ophthalmel hreakthronglss. De. Myers was
oplthamologist in the U.S, to peefarm cadial keratotomy
— the hreaktl ‘ sy 1o corpect

The Michig;
was located

igan Eyecan: lustitute was also where the fiest Exeimer laser
1 Michigan. For more informsa
a feee screening. call us at 1-800-240-4643,

SOUTIIFIELD: 29877 Telegraph,

on, of 1a sehedule
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Right to Life lobbyist Ed Rivet
afterwards denounced the Wal-
lace bill ns ‘*‘uncenstitutional.

and assisted suicide, Heyter re-
plied: “A life not worthy to be
lived — that's where it starts,”
Several handicapped persons
argued against the Wallace bill,
saying potients were actually
seeking compassion and relief

Why do I have to meet thesc crite- _from nnin.
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OCTOBER SALE

The Oriental Rug Sale that's
too good to miss.
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40 to 500/ O off
only at Azar's...and only in October you

can find that Perfect Oriental Rug at
savings that's too good to miss.
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