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Black business consortium grows

Amer-

want to hen Afri

resources, employee hiring and

Formerly a loose confed:
of, African-American-owned busi-
ndsses based in Southfield, the
Ogkland County Businesa Con-
sortlum (OCBC) has grown to be-
come an important marketing and
nétworking tool for t

ekills, at
little or no charge.

Crented as o partnership be-
tween Walsh Collega in Troy,
Oakland Community College in
Bloomficld Hills, and the Michi-

ican owned businesses anyway we

can.

“We usually meet as a group
the sccond Saturday of cach
month, We put on workshops in
accounting, business plans, loan
packeging, We also have keynote

k to address the banking

alhce its founding nine years ago,
‘When the economy goes kaput
agrosa the nation, Michigan usu-
aBy feels [t worse, and while that
menng recession for mast compa-
nies, it means depreasion for Afri-
cdn-American-owned compa-
nies,” said Karl Gregory, a found-
irfg member of the OCBC and a
professor of the school of busincss
ay Oakland University in Roches-

tor,
i“Most, but not all, African-
A 1 b are

gan Small D
Center in Lansing, the Troy Cen-
ter helps existing compaonies ex-
periencing growth, organiz ational
or planning problems, and cn-
treprencurs just starting out.
“Busincse-to-organization con-
tacts are one of our main goals,”
said James K, Ralph Jr., OCBC
president end immediate past
chairman of the Southficld
Chamber of Commetrce.
“Whether it's networking, sem-
inars, referrals or education, we

industry or the Americans with
Disabilities Act."

Ralph is president of James
Ralph Associates, an insurance
agency in Southficld that special-
izes in cmployee benefits end
group health insurance, The firm,
which employs two people, was
founded in 1983,

Black Business Month

This month, which is Black
Business Month, the OCBC will

hold its first annual awards ban-
quet, o fund-raising event which
will honor Mel Farr a8 the most
successful businesaperson in
Qukland County. Farr owns sever-
a) auto dealerships in the metro-
politan orea and wos e former
running back for the Detrait Li-
ons.

Terri Lee, o marketing consult-
ant for RBS Communications, an

{vertising and public relati
firm which was storted six years
ago in Southficld, sald she also
has benefited from OCBC-spon-
sored events,

“Qur firm as been 8 member for
three yeors now, and we've come
away with new business contacts,
attended seminars on business
loons and marketing skills, and
Jearned of other companies which
face the same challenges as us,”

shall- to medium-sized firms and
ggoups like the OCBC really help
them to compete. Members can
make use of neiworking opportu-
nitles to open up new business
plospects, hone their business
management skille and attend a
hpst of seminars,”

+To be sure, after attending a re-
cent OCBC husiness card ex-
change, Johnny Brown, president
of Independent Copier Service,
Thc. in Southfield, said he sold
Ao large copying machines and
three service contracts. Other pur-
u!lusc orders may soon follow.

#“That was the most fruitful
meeting I've ever attended,” said
Brown, who started his firm in
1987 and presently has four em-
jfoyces. “Right now we're looking
t9 expand, and those type of con-
tacts renlly help, eapecially given
the state of the economy.”

+ With 125 members, the consor-
tjum’s mission is to attract and
strengthen  African-American
owned bugincsses in  Oaklond
ounty, many of which, though
not lacking in entrepreneurial
spirit, need help in securing fi-
dancing or taking the next step to
dntend with larger competitors.

$trength in numbers

¥ “In the beginning, I never knew
if there would be a tomorrow, but
gou take things day to day and
qrcuy aoon you find you've estab-
I

1

shed  yourself,” said Brown.
“But that doesn’t mean you can
get complecent because your cam-
petitors surely won't be. ‘We're o
very good, small company, but 1
want to take it to the next level.
Tozdo that, though, the area 1
nesd help in {a marketing.

®The consortium put us in con-
taét with the (Business En-
tetprise  Development  Center),
ang we're learning how to pro-
cepd.”
Phe center, located in Troy, as-
sists small orea companies and
enlrepreneurs in such oreas ns

-

G:hamber hosts
county nominees

~The Oaklond County Chamber
Division of the Greater Detroit
hamber of Commerce invites the
community to a 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 21, reception at
tie Holiday Inn in Bloomficld
Hills for candidates running for
Opkland County government po-
sjtions. ¢
~The reception gives those at-
tamuding the opportunity to meet
tB% candidates, onc-on-one, and
fiid out where they stand on the
ifliues,

aeAt a question and answer ses-
%:l. county executive candidates

zabeth Howe and L. Brooks
terson will be given additional
sme to anser specific business-re-
fted questions from the cham-

5.

£ Cost is $25 and includes com-
entary hors d'oeuvres. For

gore information and to make

sorvations, call the Oukland

o5 mber at 683-4747 or 644-1229.
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Its not just about getting well;
it's about staying well.

The Botsford Center for Health Improvement offers a
health care continuum from prevention to rehabiliation for
people of all ages. Located at the center are Botstord's Total
Rehabilitation and Athletic Conditioning Center (TRACC)
and Botsford's Health Development Network (HDN).

TRACC, a comprehensive outpatient program, is dedicated
to the prevention of injury, physical rehabilitation for the
injured and disabled, and retraining for continued good
health. In addition, TRACC offers classes such as: Acrabic
Conditioning, Circuit Training, Low Impact Acrobics, Sports
Specific Conditioning, Water Excreise, E-Z Yoga, Cardiac
Rehabilitation, and Kinetics.

botsford
general
hospital

Health Development Network offers a variety of healih
promotion and weilness programs at the worksite and

in the community. Our professionals work with you

1o make healthy lifestyle choices that are right tor you.
Classes and workshops include: Smoking Cessation, Weight
Management, Stress Management, Nutrition and Cooking
Demenstrations, CPR, Back Care, Childbirth Education,

Health Screening and much more.

watch your mail for the Botsford Community Calendar
regarding class schedules. For more information call

TRACC at 473-5600 or call HON at 477-6100.

And find out for yourself how good you can feel.

Reaching out to the people of our community.
Botstord Center for 1lealth lmprovemient » 39750 Grund River Avenue (west of Haguerty Roady in Novi.




