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Family pizza business is slice of life |

BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKT
STArF WIUTER

A framed photograph of an at-
tractive young woman sits in o
frame atop the refrigerated case
counter in Jim Schenk's pizza
shop.

“What are you selling now . . .
picture frames?” Schenk, 20, has
been asked. Others just assume
the woman in the picture is one of
those nameless models whose plc-
ture is in every frame you buy.

“Oh, that's my wife. 1 think
she's besutiful. I'm proud of her,”
soid Schenk, owner of the Origi-
nal Maude's Gourmet Pizza in
Nielson's Plaza on Orchard Lake
Road, north of Grand River.

The Harrison High School
graduate knows the counter jsn't
where most husbands put theic
wife's picture. But Schenk does
things his own way. And that's
just fine with him.

He maintains that same atti-
tude with the pizza shop once
owned by his parents that he
bought back from other owners
not too long ago. “I want it the
same way os when my mom and
dod had it for years,” Schenk
snid, referring to the shop that
stood for a decade in the Bel-Aire
shopping center at 10 Mile and
Orchard Lake roads.

That means the old fashioned
woy, To Schenk, that means
homemade food versus institu-
tional. That menans no conveyer
belt for the pizza. And it means
cornmeal, That's right, cornmeal,
“1 cook the pizza in cornmeal. It
gives a definite flavor, It's an old-
fashioned pizza."

When you open a box of
Maude's pizzn, you'll have corn-
meal all over and no screen marks
on the pizza, Schenk said.

And just like his mom used to
make, Maude’s nlso offers pies,
elephant cors, ribs, chicken, pas-
ta, fish, submarine sandwiches
and other desserts, “We make ev-

crything ourselves.”
‘Another tradition begun with
his mom Dorathy — she calls

Schenk *boss” — who does the
baking and pretty much keeps the
place going. The one thing he
isn't doing that his mom did is
have a meat market-deli. There's
too much competition in that re-
gard what with chain supermar-
kets, he said.
Entrepeneurship
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Old-fashloned pizza: Jim Schenk, owner of The Original Maude's Gourmet Pizza on
Orchard Lake Road, is following in the footsteps of his parents, who originally owned

the shop.

thing new to the 20-year-old. He's
been in the pizza business — so
to speak — aince he was 9. Right
after school, Schenk was at
Maude’s (really his mom's nick-
nome). “I used to sleep out on o
freezer when I gat tired.”

Working and muoking his own
way is just something that's al-
ways been important to Schenk,
who will soen be a father. “I have
never worked less than 70 hours o
week. I have to work a lot of hours
to be comfortable.”

Pizza isn't his only domain,
however. Schenk also runs a
vending machine husiness. So far
he supplies six soda pop ma-
chincs. In the winter, he's in the
snow-plowing business,

1 learned the knack of busi-
ness and making money,” Schenk
said, “My mom says I'm just like
my dad. He was a millionaire
twice, lost it twice and was almost
back.”

When he greduated high
sehool, he intended to join his fa-
ther in the construction business.
He started his career in that fietld
driving a semi-trailer truck. Four
months later, however, his father
died.

“I didn't know what to do,”
Schenk said, adding that without
his father's know-how to help
him, he decided on a new course,

The pizza business is tough,
Schenk said, But he believes he
will be successful. In fact, he's al-

ready sect a goal of maybe five or
six Maude's pizza shops, all of

which he intends to maintain as

old-fashioned pizza parlors.

“J want it to be a kind of mom
and pop kind of place. I think
people are tired of chain food.
Mom and pop pizzas as the onc's
that taste good,” Schenk said,

But he wants his
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realize that old-fashioned takes
time. He doesn’t operate a pro-
duction line. “It takes a good 15
minutes to cook the pizza.”

And when he's accomplished
his business goals, Schenk says
he'll probably go back to school.
“I've always wanted to be a Farm-
ington Hills police officer.”

Court trims back landscaping project

The city of Birmingham gave
the last go-ahead nceded for a
judicial consent judgment that
will draw the reins on a fandscap-
ing project that has upset home-
owners on Southfield Road for
nearly six years.

As o result, ncighbors on
Southfield Rond will see that
londscaping project reduced —
including removal of dirt.

City attorney Robert Shuman

will take the city's resolution to
Qakland Circuit Judge Robert
Sosnick this week to cement the
agreement that calls for Patrick
Giannotta to complete a re-
vamped londscaping project with-
in the next 60 days.

“The main points are that the
cement walls currently on the
property will be reduced to a max-
imum height of four fect (and)
2,300 cubic yards of Nl will be re-

moved,” Shuman reported.

All fill and cement walls muat
be hauled away outside of the Bir-
mingham city limits.

Commissioner Randolph Judd
questioned whether the comple-
tion of the project will indeed
happen and asked what safe-
guards were built in,

“The judgment says that if the
work isn't completed in 60 doys
then (the city) can go on the prop-

erty and complete the work,”
Shuman explained. “The real bot-
tom line protection is that we'll
have the ability to take the prop-
erty. The judgment is very specif-
ic about the work.”

Even with the safeguards, Judd
wasn't convinced that the matter
will be wrapped up by the end of
December. “This will _require
some heavy duty monitoring.”
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- Can The
MMON COLD
Be Cuned? |

100 volunteers needed to participate in a study on the
common cold using a vitamin spray.

To participate in this study, all individuals will need
mn

to have cold symptoms.
Each subject will be paid $50.00 for
completing the study.
If you wish to participate, please call:
Jeférey Tulin-Silver, MD 313-932-0082

6330 Orchard Lake Road, Suite 110
West Bloomfield, Michigan 48322
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"FIREWOOD

(Picked Up)

155 Delivered

(Firewood Rates to Increase Nov. 1st)

LL SHRUBS 20% off
PERENNIALS 50% off

« TREES * TOPSOIL * 50/50 * PEAT

+ SHRUBS » AGGREGATES ¢ PERENNIALS
PICKUP OR DELIVERY

. 349-8500

" 42750 GRAND RIVER o NOVI

GRAND RIVER WEST OF MIODLEGELT |

IN THE WEST RIVER SHOPPING

CENTER, NEXT TO THE TARQET IN .

FARMINGTON HILLS - 476-0344

OPEN 11:30 AM. DAILY. %:30 AM. SAT. Oct. 1622
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RIGINAL FAVORITES

Based an the original Buxs® moccasin
desigmed in 1910, Baxs Moces come in
u variety of styles and colon, These
comfortable, go-anywhere shocs are

sure o hecome your favorite fuotweur.
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‘THE LOOK THAT NEVER WEARS OUT~
Orchard Mall G Evergreen Plaza
851-5566 re g 559-3580
West Bloomfield Southfield

RANGELEY MOC
for
WOMEN & CHILDREN

'BEATS NAILS™

Adhesives

« Reduces the need for nails
= High-strength,
water-resistant bond

« Quick grab-needs less
bracing and holding

« Exceeds ASTM C557-73 specs.

Introductory Offer

*1.19

Now Available At:

» NEW HUDSON < HA, SMITH LUMBER S5
LUMBER CO. & SUPPLIES
56601 Grand River 28575 Grand River
New Hudson

313497142

+ HIGHLAND LUMBER
155 Highland Rd.
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« LUMBER MART  VALUE HARDWARE
B39 5. Mi St. 42?;3 W. Seven Mile Rd.

Hignand Plymouth jorthvife
313.867-4166 3(3-453-7300 313-343-2323
« DUKE'S HARDWARE - TRIO LUMBER »§ & W PRO HARDWARE
24910 Ford R, 23525 Van Bom 875 W, Ann Artbor Rd.
Dearbom Heights Taylor Plymouth
i 352910700 3134531230
« TREVARROW HARDWARE + MODERN WORLD COATINGS

97 West Long Lake Ad.
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's Choice Meats, Inc.

33066 W. 7 Mile Rd. * Livonia

478-8680

U.5.0.A. Choice - BONELESS

N.Y. STRIP LOINS

$ )
ORANGE ROUGHY .....cece 4-98 b. §
s Pennsylyania’s

AMISH CHICKEN BREASTS .... 51 -69 1.

GROUND CHUCK
10 Pound Bag.......
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