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Door-to-door: Farmington Hills resident Judy Kaufman
accepts cgmpm:gn literature from Jack McDonald, candi-
date for judge in the 47th District Court.

McDonald courts
voters in campaign

Second of two parts

BY CASEY HANS
STAFF WIUTER

Life hes be-
come a juggling
A act for dJohn
t*Jack’
McDonald in
these final weeks
befofe the No-

A

Eiect‘on vember election.
. y Maintaining a
2 viable law prac-
tice while run-
ning for an open
seat on the 47th District Court
bench fills McDonald's days from
motning until night, and some-
times beyond. Although he and a
myrind of campaign volunteers
are working hard and taking the
race sefiously, they are keeping o

sense of humor,

Campaign newsletters offer his
wife Sharon's winning cookie re-
cipe — finding her favorite gro-
cety store cookie aisle with the
Oreos. Also noted are the woces of
door-to-door campaigning which

_ have included being chased “by
just, about cvery dog in Farming-
ton and McDonald having his
foot run over as he stood in a resi-
dent's driveway — a pretty pain-
ful experience for a man who, with
his wife, is spending seven days a
week on his feet, walking the dis-
trict and meeting voters.

Balancing act

But McDonald balances cam-
poigning with the everyday legal
wark that pays the bills,

“Qne day last weck, I was in
five different courts,” said the for-
mer Oakland County Commis-
sioner, o 53-year-old attorncy and
father of three who has practiced
in Farmington Hills for the past
19 years. “In the meantime, you
tey to fit in appointments, I guess
a t)lvp‘icnl dny for me is really atyp-
ical."

On one side of his office
MeDonald can be found fielding
phone calls, doing research and
preparing for cases, while the
other side of the office is election
central, where volunteers handle
phones, stufl mailers and keep a

hedule of clection
on the wall, Maps there show that
the candidate has already covered
more than 90 percent of the dis-
trict, which includes the cities of
Farmington and Farmington
Hills, walking door-to-door.

See editorial, 20A

Cheryl Oliverio, who coordinat-
ed absentee voters for McDonald
in the primary, is his assistant
manager for the general election
race. She met McDonald one year
ago, when her husband Ron was
running for the Hills City Coun-
cil, and Tiked his style.

‘He knows people’

“Phis is huge,” she said. "He's
got a lot of support out there.
Jack’s been involved with the
community so long, he knows a
lot of people.”

Oliverio snid people continue to
call offering their help, putting up
a sign or donating to McDonald's
campnign.

McDonald was the top vote-
getter in the August primary,
beating out six others for the posi-
tion. He faces Marla Parker, an-
other local attorney, for a seat on
the bench; the winner on Nov. 3
will earn the six-year, non-parti-
san term s judge of the local
court.

‘The two once sharcd office
space and know each other well.
Although Parker originally vowed
not te run against McDonald for
the seat, she changed her mind
last spring and got into the race,
“Everybody has a right to run,”
McDonald said, “She's running o
hard race. I don’t know what
made her change her mind.”

McDonald aspires to wear the
judiciat robe for several reasons,
including his commitment to the
community and because he be-
lieves he has the experience to run
an efficient court. “I'm used to
being my own boss,” he said.
“That’s why 1'd like to be a judge.
1t's theory end pure practice of
the taw — something I know I'd
enjoy.”

Challenging career

Being an attomney since 1970,
when he began his practice as an
assistant Oakland County pro-
secutor, McDonald said his career
has been challenging.

“Seldom do you have a day
when you’re not fighting with
someone,” he said. “Then you
help people out and you feel good
gbout it. Another thing that's
rewarding: people put an awful lot
of faith in you. You know their in-
nermost thoughts.”

[T

Abusyday: Attorney Jack McDonald returns a phone call in his Farmington Hills office.

Atamlly affalr: Sharon and
Jack McDonald, campaign
materials in hand, walk
the streets together, as
Jack campaigns fora
Jjudgeship.

On a typical dny, McDanald
con be found counseling a pro-
spective divorce client to continue
marringe counseling, looking over
the scenc of an injury accident, or
going to court on o criminal mat-
ter.

Before entering the legal arena,
McDonald worked as a sales rep-
vesentative for General Tire and
taught school for several years in
Detroit,

Locally, he chaired the Year
2000 study for the city of Farm-
ington Hills, sits on the city's cth-
ics committee and is involved in a
number of legal groups.

Although he sat on the Onklend
County Board of Commissioners
for 14 years — running for office
seven times — McDonald shies
away from the politician's Jabel.
“I think 'm a terrible politician
— 1 really do,” he said in an in-
terview earlier this year. “But 1
have the ability to listen to other
pcnn'lc'a positions without argu-
ing."

“When 1 sat on the commis-
sion, 1 was not one of the guys
who pushed around my weight,”
he added. “It’s not my personali-
ty. T know who I am.”

Adat Shalom Synagogue
to celebrate new Torah

Adat Shalom Synagogue in Farmington Hills will
dedicate a new Torah at 2 p.m. Sun
The Torah is the Jewish scroll
the Five Books of Mosce and plays a central role in
Sabbath and other religious scrvices. The dedica-
tion ceremony and celc\?mlyion wllll mark the con-

day, Oct. 18.
which contains

During the Ray will

1

y 3

complete the very last letter of the new Torah, and
cveryone will participate in the appropriate bless-
ings. The ceremony will be accompanied by music
and dance. Synagogue clergy, Rubbi Eliry Spectre
and Cantors Larry Vieder and Howard Glantz, will
take part in the program, along with numerous con-

will also be highlighted by the first

clusion of the 8 Y B
and fund-raising program, Siyum .H.n’l’omh X gregants.
During the past 12 months, individuals and fami- The prog

lies have dedicated portions of the new Torah,
which was written by an lsrachi sofer (scribe), Yoel

Bookspan, in Jerusalem.

Certain letters at the end of each of the Five conopy).

Books were left unfinished, and theiz
began at the Synagoguc oR S_undny. Oct. 4, and wilt
conclude Sunday morning; with monl':’l.'hnn 400 fam-

ilics ti m’spcci:lv,

viewing of the synagogue's new, hand-woven Isracli
Torah covers and the introduction of Adat Shalom's
uniquely designed ncedlepoint chupah (wedding

A dessert reception will follow.
The Siyum HaTorah Program has been co-
chaired by Sheron Hart and Paul Mogy of West
field and Larry Wolfe of Bloomfield Hiils.

Dr Eric Ray;an inte \\}
and authofity of Jewish art and

met with each family to act a8 their proxy in com-
pleting the porﬂo’r!a n-lmy have dedid

d scribe Dedication Day
and Barbara Cook of F

LY

The Oct 18

N

i are Susan Alterman of
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Back at work: Millie Kebr-
dle, Jack McDonald’s sec-.
retary, talk in the attor-

ney's office. -

CHOOSE YOUR

HANDPAINTED

COTTON JERSEY

SETS

$39

Have more than
one set. They're wild
and wonderful.
Choose from a collection
of South American
and Aztec vivid designs
on black, fuchsia, jade or
heather grey. One size.
J Shop

Jacobsons |

H‘i.llm The dedication event is open to the commu-
dicated. nity. There is no charge, If you wish to ?ltend or
will be preceded recelve further details, call 851-5100 by Friday, Oct.
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