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Datc: Thanksgiving Day, 199k
“Place: Detroit.

~Once the foothall game was
over, the thoughta of most Detroit
Lions fans turned to turkey,
mashed potatoes, gravy, dressing
und pumpkin pie. Not so for Jim
Wauldron,

.The Plymouth resident, whe
operates Centrex Office Seating in
Livonia, was so taken with Lion
Lomas Brown's tribute to a foilen
oglleague that it moved him to ac-
tion.

The week before, offensive tine-
man Miko Utley was paralyzed in
a game sgainst the Los Angeles
Rams.

As he was carricd from the field
on ‘a stretcher, Utley pave his
téammates ond fans a “thumbs
up” sign. During the telgvised
game on Thanksgiving, Brown
announced to the sudicnce that
Utley was us much a port of the
team as he ever was, and gave him
the thumbs up sign.

*[ was thinking it was pretty re-
markable,” said Wauldron, "that
here Mike was paralyzed, and he
was giving the thumbs up sign a8
i to say, ‘Don’t worry about me.’”

When Brown made the same
gesture, Wauldron was reminded
of 1984, when sportscaster Al

Ackerman christengd the phrase
“Bless You Boys" in reference to
ihe world champion Detroit
Tigers.

i Tt sparked on iden. After confer-
ring with Ackermon, Wauldron
‘printed and sold “Bless You
“Boys" T-shirts. Sales were brisk,
vand a large portion of the pro-
treeeds went to Easter Seala.

%41 saw that a ‘Thumbs Up'
“campaign to benefit the Mike Ut-
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ley Foundation was something
that would work, because of how
well *Bless You Boys' ‘wum. ov’cr."

H T

vice president of operations and a
West Bloomficld native,

Over half of the $250,000 raised
by the datlon thus far has

soid Wauld who
shirts for Cunton Township's
sesquicentennial celebration.

‘Wasting no time, Wauldron on
Thanksgiving Day sketched a
“Thumbs Up" design for a T
shirt and cap and upproached o
few people with a marketing ptan.

“Within a day, NFL Propertics
called, saying they wanted to get
invelved. There was a tidal wave
of suppart nght away; it wus an
emational thing. We called some
retailers; Kmurt, Dunhams and
the stadium (Pontiac  Silver-
dome),” nll of whom agreed to sell
the shirt,

NFL Propertics granted Waui-
dron’s corporation a  Michigan
soft goods license. Lust August,
the league gave his Livonia com-
pany, frec of charge, n national li-
cense with a value of up to $1 mil-
lion. It permits the compuny to
distribute Thumbs Up mer-
chandire for all 28 NFL teams.

The NFL oftered to denate to
the Mike Utley Foundation for
Spinut Cord Injury Research the
ful) 9-percent royalty it receives
for cach Thumbs Up T-shirt and
cap sold.

The Wauuldron Corp. is giving
awny shirts as fast as it can print
them. Thus far it has hus shipped
60,000 shirts to 1,000 locations
across the U.S., said Ed Roschke,

come from T-shirt rovenues.

‘The Thumbs Up shirt is the
top-sclling shirt at the Silver.
dome. Just about overy NFL
team, and stores including Foot
Locker, J.C. Penney, Hudson's,
Target, Kohl’s aond Wal-mart
have cxpressed interest in carry-
ing the merchandise, Detroit Pis-
ton basketball player Isiah
‘Thomas owns one and was filmed
at the Silverdome wearing it.

Upbeat despite injury

Thinking positive is the
hallmark of Utley's character.

“The challenge we have is get-
ting Mike’s story in front of peo-
ple,” said Tony McDonnell of
Livonia, vice president of market-
ing for the Wauldron Corp. “A lot
of positive things have happened
to Mike in the midst of a very dif-
ficult situation, He intends to
work just as hord at this as he did
playing football.

“The Thumbs Up theme fits in
so well because of how hard he's
working. It epitomizes the whale
spirit of ‘Let’s not complain, let’s
get out there and do it,” " added
MecDonnell, former associate ath-
Ietic director at Oregon State Uni-
versity.

Wauldron and McDonnell
aren't teaming up for the first

Thumbs up: T-shirts send Mike Utley’s message

ISTAFY PHOTOCHATIER

Helping out: Ed Raschke (left), Jim Wauldron, Tom Wauldron, and Tony McDonnell
hope their “Thumbs Up" program benefitting paralyzed Detroit Lion Mike Utley will
help the former football player’s foundation attain its goal of reversing dumage caused

by spinal cord injuries.

|
time. They gradusted together in
1972 from Redford Catholic Cen-
tral High School where they both
played football. In a telephone in-
terview from Denver where he is
receiving trentment at Craig Hos-
pital, Utley said the Thumbs Up
program can be a winner.

“Our goal is to help everyone

who's been injured get back on
their feet and walk again. With
continued support of the Thumbs
Up program, this goal will become
areality,” he said.

Utley says he's determined to
defy doctors by walking someday.

“‘My attitude is suck it up; go
out and kick some butt. If my

doctors don't have informution 1
can use, I ignore it," he wnid.
T-shirts are for sale at area
stores and should be uvailable be-
fore Christmas at all the above-
mentioned retailers. They're also
availuble by muil. Send $14.95 to
the Wauldron Corp., P.O. Box
87615, Canton, Mich, 48187.

THANKS To You, WE'RE PUTTING THE
HOMELESS PROBLEM TO BED.
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STILL THE BEST WAY TO SHOW YOU CARE.
United Way, 1212 Griswold, Detroit, Ml 48226 313-229-9200

substance abuser and the
hungry, right here. For the
homeless and others, please
give to the United Way. And
put this problem to bed.

; Almost 30,000 people each year have no place
. to call home in Wayne, Oakland and Macomb
counties. They sleep where they can, not where

they choose.

You're helping to change that. Because your
donation helps support shelters at the Salvation
Army and C.O.T.S. These Shelters provide a place
that the homeless can call home.

The United Way supports 145 agencies. Nearly
90 cents of every dollar you contribute goes
directly to work, since only 10.4 cents goes
toward campaign and administrative costs. Your
contributions help the unemployed, the
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