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Republican derides Engler
on closing Lafayette Clinic

BY TtM RICHARD
STAY? WHITER

“To be continued.”

Like n serial movie, the battle
over closing Lafayette Clinic
roged on in the State Capitol as a
key Republican senator aplit with
his party’s position of closing it.

“The (Engler) administration
and my caucus are totatly irre-
sponsible {n what they're doing to
mental health in this state,” said
Sen. Fred Dillingham, R-Fowler-
ville, No. 2 in the GOP hierarchy.

Usually a quict maverick who
tries to build bi coali-

on the streets of this state,” Dill-
ingham warned.

The amendment by Sen. Jim
Berryman, D-Adrian, went down
18 to 19, Dillingham and 17 Dem-
acrats supported it. Opposed were
18 Republicans and onc Demo-
crat, Gil DiNello of Macomb
County, One Republican was ab-
sent.

WSU gets funds

“The battle isn’t over,” Berry-
man said. “It goes to the Houso,
where we'll see o more reasonable

tions, Dillingham went public on
the Senate floor last week with
his displeasure at Gov, John En-
gler's decision, supported by the
Senate, to close the mental health
facility at 951 E. Lafayette, De-

trolt,
‘Tragedy’ coming

‘The issue was a Democratic
smendment to a routine commu-
nity mental health board bill that
sought to keep Lafayette open.
Lafayette was established in 1954
to train psychiatrists and other
mental health professionels and
conduct research on such
{linesses as schizophrenia. It also
treats 90 to 120 scriously ill pa-
tients,

“Lafayette {8 not a hospital
serving Detroit. It's part of the
mental health system of the
state,” Dillinghom said. “Call the
Department of Mental Health
and ask what the waiting list is. It
runs over 13,000

“When you dismantle the sys-
tem without a plan in place, you
dump thousands of people —
dump them on the community
mental health system. We are
going to see some tragic situations
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Pr h. It will go to conft
(committee, to iron out differenc-
es between House and Senate ver-
sions). Don't fear that today's
vote will doom Lafaycttc to clo-
sure.

“We will derail this train that
is trying to run over the most vul-
nerable peole in the state. When
he (Engler) is gone, we'l) just have
to rebuild them.”

Engler sceks to turn over Lafay-
ette's reaearch and teaching mon-
ey to Wayne State Universi

nothing.

“You have my commitment,
This belongs under the ncgis of
the Wayne State medical school.
Forget the political overtones.”
Schwarz said Engler would veto
any legialative effort to keep La-
fayetto open,

In reply, Berryman read a letter
from WSU President David
Ademany saying the clinic should
Le kept open,

Long attack

Many Democrats joined Dill
ingham and Berryman in o
lengthy attack on closing Lafay-
ette,

“There’s a moral obligation on
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the port of g to take
care of prople who can't take care
of themselves,” said Sen. Jack
Faxon, D-Farmington Hills, “It
would be a trogic loss for Layctte
to be put into mothballs. It was
unimagineble, before this gover-
nor, to dream of closing it down,
It was never raised as a gubernn-

Sticking with Engler was Sen.
John Schwarz, R-Battle Creck,
who carnrd his medical degree at
WSU. “If we had our druthers, it
wouldn’t be closed and would be
fully funded, But the policy is a
fait accompli (accomplished
fact),” Schwarz said,

“My gool is somchow to save
Lafayette Clinic — the rescarch
and residency training functions,
and even a small port of the in-
patient treatment functions,'"
Schwarz added.

“Before meeting with us, the
administration wasn't willing to
give anything (for rescarch and
training). Now it’s willing to give
$4 million. I admonish those on
the other side: 40 percent of some-
thing is better than 100 percent of
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torial ign issue. It's a jewel
in Michigan’s mental health
crown,”

Shifting reaearch to WSU is “a
poor aubstitute for continuation
of a critically important clinic,”
said Sen. Lona Pollack, D-Ann
Arbor.

“Lafayette provides the last re-
fuge for people with scvere pay-
chiatric problems for treatment
they can't get in the community,”
said Sen. John Kelly, D-Grosse
Pointe. “Last year it hnd over
50,000 outpaticnt visits.”

“We need to do more than a
one-year transfer of funds that is
repealed (runs out) Sept. 30,
1993, said Sen. Debbie Sta-
benow, D-Lansing. “There’s no
stability, Rescarch is more than
one year.”
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) CLASSIC STATEMENTS IN GOLD.

In our 68th year, Greenstone’s
continues the tradition of quality
and craftsmanship with the finest
selections from American
Goldsmiths. Pictured designs
are priced from $190 to $760.

4 Blks. North of Maple
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528 North Woodward
Birmingham, Ml

313-642:2650
%

playi ith hes. :

top playing with matches. :

Sorry If that sounds like your mother talking. But with gas logs in your B

fireplace, there’s never a need to touch a match, alogora hearth full of ashes again.
Simply touch a button to instantly start a clean-burning natural gas fire.

You'll also be keeping 50 percent of your money from going up the chimney. N

Contact your local Consumers Power offlce to find the gus L

log dealer close to home. With no more fires to light, just think how -l i

blg your matchbook collection will get. rewies

Gear up for ski season with great savings!

* up to 30% off new 199293 ski equipment *
* 40%-60% off 1991-92 ski boots *
* 50%-65% off 1991-92 skiwear »

: Get your skis in shape for ski seasori:*
. Precision stone tuning special:.now
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Bloomileld Plaza  Telegraph at Maple » Bloomfield Hills « 626-9500

$19.95!

SAVE 35% axp more

ON ALL PENNSYLVANIA HOUSE
THIS WEEKEND ONLY

Now through
Monday, you can
save 35% on the
entire Pennsylvania
House line of
furniture. Don't
miss this
opportunity to get
fantastic savings like
this beautiful solid
cherry dining room.

C
Group includes: Oval Dinirg Table, 4 Side
Chairs, 2 Arm Chairs, China & Buffet
NOW ONLY. .
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. of Bloomfield Hills
2600 N. WOODWARD 332-8348

JUST SOUTH OF SQUARE LAKE RD. OPEN MON., THURS,, FRI. 'TIL 8 P.M.
FINE FURNITURE SINCE 1917 TUES., WED,, SAT. TIL 5:30 P.M.




