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Tax relief proposals get once over at B’ham forum

BY R.ALPu R. ECHTINAW

It’- wldaly known by most peo-
ple that two of them can look at
tho same thing and see two differ-
ent things,

Such was the case Monday
night at Tho Ci House

[ A&C

M Limit annual asscssment In-
creases (cxcluding new construc-
tlun) to 3 parccnt or the rate of
is less.

in “'Blrmingham as proponents
and opponents of state bellot pro-
posals A and C tossed out argu-
menta for and against, but mostly
concentrated on the proposals’ ef-
fect on school districts and senior
citlzens, About 60 people were in
the audience.

Here's tho deal on the propos-

als:
Prop A would limit annual resi-

Most of Monday night’s rhetor-
ic was dedicated to tho praposals’
effect on school districts.

Scheol officials in attendance
— Walled Lake schools Superin-
tendent Jomea Gelsler, Berkloy
schools Superintendent Robert
Maxfield and Detrolt Boord of
Education trustec Dnvnd Olm-
stead — snid they aren'’t sure the
state will be willing or able to

dential property in-
creases (excluding new construc-
tion) to § percent or the rate of
inflation, whichever is less, until
the property is sold. When the
property Is sold, the assessment
would riso to market value.

Prop C is more complicated. It
would, . .

W Cut commercial, industrial
and residential property taxes
designated for achool districts by
30 percent over five years.

S Require the state to reim-
burse school districts for the loat

revenue.

schools for the lost rev-
enue Prop C would create.

Geisler noted that state legisla-
tors could easily ax the part of
school aid that’s not constitution-
ally guamnucd to make up for
having to increase the rest of the
aid. “Nothings becn aaid about
the categorical aid,” he said.

Geisler added that, if state aid
to school districts is reduced
through that loophole, then
school districts will probably ask

-voters to approve millage increas-

es.
State Rep. Barbara Dobb, R-

Weat Bloomficld, said she's confi-
dent that the tax cut Prop C em-
bodies would

senting the American Association
of Retired Persons, opposes the
Seniors with annual

activity because individuels end
businesacs would have more mon-
¢y to spend. This added spending,
sho sald, would give tho state
cnough additional revenuo to suf-
ficiently compensate school dis-
tricta for revenue lost through tho
property tax cut.

“If we leave the dollars in the
pockets of the taxpayers, they will
be much better spent,” she said.

But state Rep. Mexine Berman,
D-Southfield, belioves the Legis-
lature will not be able to reim-
burse the schools. She likowise
suspects that the Southfield
school diatrict will ask for a mil-
lage increase within a year if Prop
C passes.

Also, Berman wondered why
the ndministration of Gov. John
Engler doesn't have $17 million to
keep Detroit’s Lafayette Clinic
open, but says it will have suffi-
cient daugh to reimburse the
school districts if Prop C passes.

Others who attended the Mon-
duy meeting were more interested
in how the proposals would affect
senior citizens.

Mary Alice Shulman, repre-

incomes leas than $75,000 will not
get any net tax relief, sho said, be-
cause they won't quuhl‘y for as
high a deduction from the Michi-
gan Homestead Property Tax
Credit program as before.

“What good does it do if you
put a dollar in my left hand pock-
et and take a doilar from my
right-hand pocket?”’ Shulman
said.
But Dobb said it's better for
genfors to have lower taxes and
lower tax credits than static tax
credits. “The argument of please
don t lower my taxes because
you're going to lower my credits

(is illogical),” she said.
In addition to all the above,
there are some aspects of theso

And slnce new construction
would be exempt from the cap on
assesEMEnts, would ¢ity and

proposals that weren't di
Monday night.

For example, under each pro-
posal, property would be asaessed
at market value after it's sold.
Would that .

Idlncaumgo pmplu from buy-
ing new houses because their tax-
8 would rise?

W moke it more difficult to sell
your house and mnybe force you
to scll it for less than market val-
ue?

B give city and township gov-
ernments incentive to see that as
many residents as possible scll
their housea?

then less-
cn restrictions on building to got
as much new constructlon as pos-
sible, thercby increasing the por-
tion of their tax base whose as-
sessment rises with market val-
ue?

One final note: Bloomficld resi-
dent Cynthin Von Ocyen, who
helped organize Monday's forum
on proposals A and C, sald it was
a lot easier to recruit opponents of
the proposals than proponents.

All six of the opponents nsked
to appear accepted, she said. But
four of the six proponents asked
to attend found reasons not to.

Sorvice

LENNOX

-The-ultimate in indoor comfort!

$250 CASH DISCOUE

OFF EITHER LENNOX FURNACE

OR
0% INTEREST FOR

12 MONTHS WITH APPEDVED CREDIT

|

90 pays NO INTERES‘I’. HO PAYMENT

FOLLOWED BY 9.9% APR FOR 2 YEARS

s P FREE ESTIMATES .

HEATING SALES COMPANY

23262 Tolograph » Southficld, Mich. 352-4656
We Service All Makes and Modols
Completo 24 hour sorvice company.
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Shrine High School

8500 W. Thirteen Mile Road
Royal Oak, Michigan 48073

OPEN HOUSE

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 1992

Meetour faculty, question our students,

1-4PM

Stop playmg with matches.

Sorry if that sounds like your mother talking. But with gas logs in your
fireplace, there's never a need to touch a mateh, a log or a hearth full of ashes again.

Simply touch a button to instantly start a clean- burning natural gas fire.
You'll also be keeping 50 percent of your money from going up the chimney.

Contact your local Consumers Power office to find the pas
log dealer close to home. With no more fires to light, just think how
blg your matchbook collection will get.

tocsomen
Power

rewzese
RACWEAXS PROERLLS

andtourourfacilities. Learn why Shrine
is the best school for families seeking
excellent value centered education in
the Catholic faith tradition for their
college-bound students.

call 549-2925 for more info

The Best Seats In The House.

With over 50 diffcrent styles of barstools und coumcmmh in our mvcnmry. you can find the
perfect seat at Casual Concepts. From yt and every n between, we have what
suits you. Stools of oak in white-washed or rich wmd toncs, stools in painted cnlnn stools in ranan,
stools in brass, stools upholstered and some not. Your scarch will cad here.

Call or visit our showroom foday af 828 North Main Street, Downtawn Rochester (313) 652-1080,

Look at your bathroom

in a whole new light.
(For 20% less. )

Our lightlng experts will help you select from
hundreds of fixtures in the newest slyles and
designs for the 90°s. Ard our fall sale prices will
let you save 20% on every balliroom fixture you buy—whether it's

- in slock or special order. Sale ends on Saturday,
November 7th. So hurry on over—we'll keep a
light on for you,

Where Qom! {deas Comie o Light

Bloomficld No Rochester
6580 Telegraph at 45319 Grand Rlver, 200 £. Sccand St.,
Maple Rd, One ML, W. of Novl Rd. C. of Main St.
626-2548 3440260 651-3302




