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Payne has message for heavyweights

By NPAL ZIPSER
STary Werrez

Craig “The Tiger” Payne's prey
didn’t have a prayer Tuesday at
Budweiser’s Fight Night at the
Palace of Auburn Hills,

And for Westland's Steve Dar-
nell, his prayer was answered
from the judge's decision in his
bout for the State Super
Middleweight Championship.

Payne, fighting out of the Livo-
nia Boxing Club, won after his op-
ponent quit at 2:06 of the second
round with a broken jaw, while
Darmnell eamed a hard-fought and
controversial 10-round dmw in
the card’s main event.

Payne, sporting a new nick-
name and tatoo of a tiger on his
upper back, improved to 7-1-1
since his return after a long layoff
after a successful amateur career.

“1 am the tiger, they are the
meat — come in the ring with
Tiger, you will be beat,” chanted
the always-colorful Payne after
the fight.

“Everybody talks about my
weight,” added Payne, who
weighed in at 286, “I used to be
372 and I'm 271 now. But forget
about my weight. | came here to-
night to deliver a message to all
the heavyweights in the state. 1

am going to beat all of the
heavyweights in Michigan and
then the world.”

Payne pummeled Detroit's
Arthel Lawhom (21-16-2) from
the opening bell, using left hand
jabs to set up his powerful right
hooks. Payne, who knocked out
Lawhomn's mouth piece in the
first round, repeated the feat in
the second round. As Lawhom’s
mouth bled profusely, he turned
away from Payne resembling Ro-
berto Duran’s famous “no mas”
plea.

ARer the fight, Payne jokingly
challenged Thomas Heams, a
ringside observer, to a future
fight. Hearns declined with a
laugh.

Payne was supposed to face
Buster Mathis Jr., but the two
might square off nest month for
the State Heavyweight Champi-
onship. If that falls through,
Payne has his sights on a battle
in North Carolina with Pinkion
Thomas, the International Boxing
Organization heavyweight cham-
pionship.

Darmnell (26-2-2) had his hands
full with Detroit’s Darrell Van
Hom (11-4-1). Darnell, one of De-
troit’s top rising boxers in 1986, is

Ocelots win volleyball title

This was une;

At least Schooleraft College
volleyball coach Tom Teeters
didn't think it would bappen. He
was rebuilding his team this sea-
son with just one full-time starter
from a year ago returning (Nancy
Ehlert) and, with the anticipated
improvement of the Eastern Con-
ference, SC’s usual dominance
(one loss in Tecters” last eight
years) was in doubt.

So much for that. The Lady
Qcelots rallied to win game two,
withstood a Flint Mott CC rally
and managed to pull out a 15-8,
16-14, 11-15, 9-15, 15-9 win Tues-
day at Mott.

The win means SC clinches the
conference title with a 10-0 mark
(29-9.2 overall), its eighth-
straight. It was also the second
five-set victory over Mott, which
ended up 7-3 in the conference.

Julic Wood and Ehlert sparked
the attack with 20 kills apiece.
Dani Sheehy had 12 and Erica
Edwards 11. Ehlert also had 27
ossists-to-kills, with Tracia Clen-
denen adding 25, and Janine
Sproul chipped in with four ser-
vice aces.

Defensively, the Ocelots all
contributed: Jennifer Dam-
phousse had 27 digs, Shannon
Capstick had 22 and Sproul add-
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ed 12, while Sheehy had seven
blocks and Edwards six.

SC trailed 129 in the second
game before rallying for the win,

Last weekend, the Ocelots trav-
eled to the seven-team Illinois
Central CC Invitational and, ac-
cording to Teeters, showed
“flashes of brilliance” sgainst
some of the NJCAA's top teams.

They finished with a 3-3 match
record, benting eventual champi-
on and fifth-ranked Illinois Cen-
tra) 15-12, 11-15, 15-1; Henry
Ford CC 15.8, 7-15, 15-13; and
Parkland (111} 15-8, 15-13; and
losing to 13th-ranked Jefferson
(Mo.) 15-5, 11-15, 15-11; 16th-
ranked Belleville (I11) 17-15, 12-
15, 15-11; and Johnson {Kan.) 15-
9,15-12,

Clendenen had a solid, all-
around performance with 17 kills
(= ,390 kill average) and 87 as-
sists-to-kills in the toumament.
Wood's 63 kills led SC; Ehlert
had 59 (to go with 77 assists.to-
kills and nine aces), Edwards had
38 (.373) and Sheehy collected 31.
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attempting a comeback at the age

of 28,

Neither fighter could afford &
loss at this paint of their careers.

Darnell was the busier of the
two fighters in the action-filled 10
rounds, but it was Van Horn’s
punches that was inflicting the
most damage. Damell fought
most of the bout with a large
bruise under his left eye.

But when the decision was an-
nounced, one judge had Van Horn
ahead 95-93, one hnd Darnell win-
ning 97-92, while the third judge
had it 95-all — the result a draw.

“1ll take it,” Darnell said of the
decision. “I'm a realist, and I
think he won the fight. But 1T
fight him again and Il knock
him out next time.”

“I thought I won the fight — it
was an unfair decision,” Van
Homn said. “He was a busy fighter
and that's what the judges saw.
He never burt me. I'll have a re-
match with him — the sooner the
better.”

The key to the draw was a point
taken away from Damell in the
fifth round for hitting after the re-
feree  bre: Damell probably
would have gotten away with it if
he had not hit the referee with the
errant punch. If it was not for the

point deduction, Darnell would
bave been ahead on two of the
three scoring cards.

“He threw a flagrant elbow in
the second round which did some
damage, but he didn't see that,”
Damell said.

Between the Payne and Darnell
fight, International Boxing Feder-
ation middleweight champion
Jemes “Lights Out” Toney (Ann
Arbor) was challenged by con-
tender and former Detroiter
Tyrone Trice. Trice wanted to
schedule a future title fight with
the champion who was in the
crowd, but tempers began to flare
as Trice requested a fight into the
Palace loud speaker.

Both men stood face-to-face in
the ring before Trice and Toney
exchanged pushes. The pushes
led to punches and a fight ensued,
bringing total chaos into the ring.

“The asltercation was not
planned,” Trice said. “I want to
fight him, but only an idiot would
fight and not get paid for it.”

Prior to the Payne fight, heavy-
weight Randall “Tex” Cobb
recorded 8 TKO at 2:30 in the
first round over Jeff May. Cobb
(35-7-1) is atrempting a comeback
after attempting a career in Holly-
wood.

SWIMMING

The Clarenceville Cohoes Swim
Club scored 7,106 points to gain
first in a field of 25 teams at the
Okemos Seahawks Pentathlon
Meet, Oct. 11 at Okemos High.

The Golden Serpents Swim
Club was a distant second with
2,889,

Each swimmer competed in five
events: butterfly, backstroke,
breaststroke, freestyle and indi-
vidual medley with 50 points
going to the first place finisher, 49
for second ... Trophies were
awarded to the first place finish-
ers, medals for places 4-6 and rib-
bons through ninth.

TOP C'VILLE FIISHERS

GCiris 8 and ender: 3
place, 223 ports; Ern Leanon, seventh, §78.

Boys 8 and T Mt . sath,
226; Brett Mecons. seventh, 221; Jon Bur-
fmesster, . 219,

Girts 9: ADDey Lason, second. 226: Amy
Lennon, twd, 217.

Bays 9: Mcroel Hemer, second. 241: Kyle
. fourth, 198,
fourth, 234; D3

Boys 13-14: Jeft Seveg, fst, 246: Oand
Yun, thed, 236; Dan Betanger, uusth, 227; Ted
Burmesster, eghth, 208.

Boys 15-18: Jon Reed, fouth, 233; Stephen

Pilots send Rice
to sideline with
2-1 regional win

BY MIKE ROSENBAUM
Stary Warmr

For most of Tuesday’s Class A
regional soccer game, Birming-
ham Brother Rice was outplayed
by Warren DeLeSalle.

However, as the game pro-
gressed, it appeared the Worri-
ors' first-half goal might allow
Rice to advance to the regional
final. But the Pilots struck for
two goals in the final 21:10 and
escaped with a 2.1 victory.

Rice has o 14-5-1 overall
record, DeLaSalle 14-4-1. The
Catholic League Central Divi-
sion rivals had split a pair of
regular-season contests.

DeLaSalle scoring ace Nick
Krawczyk, whom the Warriors
were watching closely all night,
netted the winning goal with
1:50 left.

“We knew we had to mark
their top player, Krawczyk,”
Rice coach Jay Louis-Prescott
snid. “We knew we had to mark
him tight. But ot the end he got
loose and scored.”

Rice senior forward Ryan
Townsend put the Warriors on
top with 14:50 left in the first
half. He took a throw-in on the
left wing, outmaneuvered a de-
fonder who tried to mark him,
then turned quickly and shot
from a difficult angle. Town-
send's perfect shot hit the inside
of the far post and went into the

net.

Rice dodged several De-
LaSalle bullets in the half to
maintain its edge.

The Pilots’ best chance came
with 10:00 left in the half when
Jake Jeakle had the ball 20
yards in front of the net, with a
clear shot. But Rice goalkecper
Chris Timlin moved out to chal-

lenge the shooter, and Jeakle's
weak shot went directly into
Timlin's hands.

DeLaSalle continued to enjoy
a territorial advantage through.
out the second half. Brandon
Podolski tied the game with
21:10 left, putting 8 25-yard shot
over Timlin's head and into the
far corner of the net.

Rice's best chance of the half
came with 5:00 remaining, when
Ryan Loosvelt crossed the ball
into the Pilots’ penalty area,
forcing o goal-mouth scramble,
but DeLaSalle managed to boot
the ball out of trouble.

Then, with 1:50 Ieft, Krawezyk
gained possession after a scram-
ble in front of Rice’s net. He
buried a shot from 10 yards
away, putting the ball low, into
the Jeft corner.

DeLaSalle is “a very strong
team,” Louis-Prescott said, “We
did what we could. We had a
couple scoring oppartunities in
the sccond half and didn't put
the ball in the net. They had o
couple scoring opportunities in
the second half and they put the
ball in the net. That's the differ-
ence.”

Louis-Prescott predicted the
Pilots will take the regional
crawn Saturday when they face
Rochester.

“I believe DeLaSalle has a
very good chance to go to the
state {inal, They'll have a tough
game with Rochester, but 1 be-
lieve they'll go all the way.”

Rice's senson didn't end with
the loss. The Warriors will meet
Redford Catholic Central for the
Catholic League championship
at Madison Heights Bishop
Foley today. The game was res-
cheduled from last week.
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