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Couple preserves early American gravestone carving

BY GREG KOWALSKI
Brary WRITER

* “Here lysth buried the body of
Mr. Timothy Lindal. Aged 66
years and seven months. De-
ceased Jan. 6, 1698.”

Timothy Lindal hes been
known but to God and possibly a
few distant descendants for the
past 292 years. But he is not for-
gotten.

Franklin residents Donald ond
Betty Odle have meticulously
made a copy of his gravestone face
‘from on obscure New England
cemetery.

The Odles are part of a growing
group of people who are dedicated
to preserving a quaint and until
regently overlooked type of Amer-

. lean folk art — gravestone carv-
ing.

‘They are grave rubbers.

prargeateny ey

s

Angeiface: By the late 18th Century the tone of grave-
stone art had shifted from skulls to angels. This stone
dates to about 1793 and is in a cemetery in Rhode Island.

was harsh in young America,

But in time the mood lifted and
the stones featured cherubs and
other angels. Still later, trees, flo-
wers and geometric patterns were
intreduced.

Rubbers are preser
who make careful copies of the
faces of gravestones that date
back to Colonial times.

“They absolutely intrigued us,”
said Betty sbout the gravestone
designs. The Odles began their
interest in the stone carvings in
11967 whilc on a trip to Chorles-
ton, S.C. With some free time,
‘they wandered to a local cemetery
‘and discovered the historic’ at-
mosphere of the site.

Most of the richly carved stones
date from the 17th and 18th Cen-
turies and are in New England
cemeteries.

Unlike the gravea of lodny:

A g rubbing is some-
thing like a print. They are rela-
tively casy to make by taping &
sheet of rice paper or linen over
the stone and rubbing it with a
thick, black erayon usunlly used
by wood cutters. That crabosses
the pattern onto the paper creat-
ing o permanent tracing that can
be mounted or turned into a silk-
screen pattern for reproduction.

“We've made some into Christ-
mas cards,” said Betty.

Over the ycars the Odles have
made about 200 rubbings, which
they store in their house.

The Odles both have a back-
ground in art. Don was n free-
1o ial artist before he

these often reach
proportions, several fect tall,

nce
retired, He did extensive ad u;d
: ks including de-

The styles are rang-
ing from crude portraits to lowing
patterns of stylized willow trees.

“It's folk art, *" said Betty, “It
started with the Puritans. They
mainly carved a skull and cross-

nes.”

They took death very seriously,

. Botty said. Perhaps that's be-
cause so many of the gravestones
mark the graves of children and
people barely into their 20s. Life

signing the *Thank you, Canada"
billboard that was erected after
the Caonadians smuggled some
Americans out of Iran during the
1979-80 Iran hostage crisis.
Graveatone rubbing may seem
like on unusual hobby, but its
popularity is growing, So many
people have taken an interest in it
that a national Association for
Gravestone Studies was formed.

It now haos about 1,000 mem-
bers, including the Odles, who
tour New England grave sites
making gravestonc rubbings. The
association holds an annual
meeting and publishes a journal
called “Markers.”

“Once we discovered the organ-
ization, every chance we'd get
we'd look for cometeries,” snid

on.

Although there are many his-
toric cemeterica in this area, none
date back to the oldest in New
England and none focally have
the elaborate carvings as shown
on the Colonial gravestones.

Don ulnid some members of the

STAT 1IOTOS bY STER

Preseving history: Betty and Don Odle demonstrate how gravestone rubbings are made,
this time in the Franklin Cemetery. The most historical gravestones, however, are in
cemeteries in New England that date back to the 17th Century.

are § d for the

historical aspect; others seck (and
occasionally find) ties to ances-
tors.

“We're interested in it for the
art background,” said Don.

Having former neighbors who
have since moved to New Jersey
gives them an excuse to hend out
cpst every so often and prowl
through old cemeteries, said Don.

He said the cemeteries have
been cooperative with the
rubbers. “They're intercsted in
having people come in,” Don said.

The Odles said they plan even-
tually to donate their collection to
the Association for Gravestone
Studies,

“They're not for sale,” he said,
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You Have To Push The Right Buttons.

Announcing the new toll-free number for U.S. Savings
Bonds. Now, If you want to find out how much interest your
investment Is earning, smply call 1 800 4 US BOND. The rates
are adjusted every six months to keep pace with the market, and
there is 2 guaranteed minimum yield when held for five years or
more. So push the right buttons - 1 800 4 US BOND — and find
out frow much your U.S. Savings Bonds are carning today.

US. Savings Bonds
Making American Dreams A Reality
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Current Rate,

Insulation Special

6" R-14 Fiberglass
Blown in Attic
Insulation

1,000 Sq. Ft. - 325
JONES
INSULATION
348-9880

NO TAP DOUBLES
Fri. 9:45 pm. & Sat. 11 pm,
Everyone Welcome!
Tues. Evening 9:15 Fashion Show

Presents...

%

Bel-Aire Lanes

‘THE ONLY PLACE TO BE

Wed., Fri., & Sat. 1 9 pm.

CONTESTS EVERY
WEDNESDAY at 9 P.M.

Weekly Winners Receive
4 Tickets to Mark Ridley's
Comedy Castle
476-1550

24001 Orchard Lk Rd. » Farmington
Just S of 10 Mic Rd

MODEL 36
16” CUT 36 C.C.

The 36 features alr
injection and a large
mutiler to help reduce
heat and nolse for
easler cutting. Perfect
for firewood or working

NAL
A TRUE PROFESSIONAL SAW AT AN AFFORDABLE PRICE.

99+ Chaln Sharpening, Off saw
with ad, Limit 1 per customer

MODEL 51
168" CUT 51 C.C.
Idoal for farmers, homoowners,
utllity workers, Built for folling
avorago-sizod timber and for
limblng. Electronic Ignition,
chaln catchor, and Inortla
activated chaln brake standard,

NOW 537SA9"E95

ONLY

Etsavana

MODEL 45
16" CUT 44 C.C.

Lightweight, wall balancod
yot powerful. Excoltont for
home or farm, Packed with
profossional compononts.
Roliabla oloctronic ignition,
matchod air intako/
oxhaust systom for smooth

out back. 30 e ko sancm
NOW ONLY NOW ONLY

$229°% : \$299°
FREE CARRYING CASE ‘30 VALUE CARRYING
ASE
MARK’S SMALL ENGINE UNITED MOWER 30
16959 Nosttwllle Rd. 28619 Grand River VALUE

Northvllle HOURS: Farmington Hills
349-3860 4. 59 474-4325

The dead remembered: This
is a crude depiction of a co-
lonial vicar, complete with
wig.

NOTICE

RIVER OAKS
FURNITURE

RE-OPENING
20% OFF

For High Quallty, Solid Oak
Custom Designs Vislt
Qur Brand New
Showroom and
Factory Located at
47461 CLIPPER ST.

(hiext 10 the New Plymouth Post Otfice)
Va Mlle North of M-14

on Beck Rd. In Plymouth

313-416-1311
Open Mon.+Frt. 10-5; Sat. 10-2
Evenings by appointment

PINELAND RESTAURANT

Amerlcan & Mid-€astern Culsine

« Shish Hababs « 5rope Leaves
+ Chicken Habobs'

« Gyros * Meat & Chicken Showarmo I
« Hommous (chia peos)

» Rolled Cabbag:

We Cater Parties
m;':;jLﬂlﬂ........S 195
STUFFED LANB .....5675
with solad
WHOLE AOTISERIE. .. $ 595
Chicken to ga "

820! Middicbelt S
@atween Mn Arbor Trall & Joy

OPEN7DRYS  421-4084

FAMILY STYLE
ENOUGH for 12 *59.95

vanlties

Includes

N

===
OQSIS
moroic toos

19"x17"...

25"x19"
25"x19"

KITCHEN & BATH SHOPPE

30 Plvmouth Rd e Uivania

AMERICAN MADE
In Light or Medism Shade Oak

141*

422-1000

ks

light bars

or In Sold White
o S A .
.E_"}_—.. 1

LT LS F - S

mirrors

30".
36".
48" cciireririrenn129%

cosmetic boxes
3129%
1432%
143*

ptices effective thru
November 11, 1992

Slore and Shed Hours:
. § 2.m.-3:43 p.m.
$un. 10 a.m.-2:45 p.m.




