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These boxes can held history,
even when empty.

They are bandboxes, ances-
tors of the suitcase, used by
pioneers, Today reproductions
of bandboxes are sbught by col-
lectors,

Examples of the art of band-
boxes — those made by nation-
ally known artisan Berta Mont-
gomery of Ohio — will be fen-
tured at the Pebble Lane
QEnlit)'/ A:t and Craft Show,

able food items for the church's
annual holiday food baskets,

Lacal artists appearing at the
show include Connic Powell,
pen and ink sketches and paint-
ings; Audrey Baenziger, painted
baskets; Erika Waldok, Europe-
an folk art; Ellen Masty, Santas;
and Carol Czechowski, herb
wreaths. Fifty ather artists will
algo participate,

“Nostalgia {8 a part of it,”
Sandy Callahan of Bloomfield
Hills, one of the organizera of
eho show, sald in explaining the

y QOct. 29-31,
at Birmingham Unitarian
Church, 651 Woodward at Lone

dbox appeal.

“I love the papers. I love
M.

Pinc in Bloomfield Hills,

Show hours arc 10 am. to 7
p.m. Thursday-Friday and 10
a.m. to 5 p.m, Saturday. Admis-
sion {s the voluntary contribu-
tion of one or more non-perish-

y's) styles. They're
all lined, all signed.”

“The wallpaper (used for
Montgomery's boxes) is antique
wallpaper,” gaid Montgomery's
daughter, Mary Flannery of
Deatborn Heights, “Some dates

Bandboxes hold history, memories

back to 1880."

The bandbox industry, featur-
ing wooden boxes lined with
newspoper, originated In the
Jate 17008 in New Hampshire.
The craft became well known
throughout New England.

Montgomery, whose father
was a paper hanger, makes her
boxes from cardboard, not wood,
end covers them with wallpaper,
sheet music or newapaper. They
come in many different sizes
and shapes, including half cir-
cles.

Much of the wallpaper she
uses dates from 1903 to 1940.
Montgomery can also make pa-
per look antique, by sanding it
down or applying a mixture.

Montgomery, now 74, started
making bandboxes 15 years ago.
She got into the ort by collecting
and selling ontiques with her

hushand. Her fame apread when
Pat Ross, author of “To Have
and To Hold: Decorative Ameri-
can Boxes,” bought some of the
boxes and put them in Ross’
New York shop. |

Boxee by Montgomery have
oppeared in scveral magazino
ads, and featured in Country
Living, Architectural Digest,
American  Home and Better
Homes and Gardens. Barbra
Streisand has bought her boxes.
The publisher of “To Have and
‘To Hold"” ordered 75 of Mont-
g9mery’s boxes to be used o8

gifts.
Some of the older wall

Russian art replicas offered

An oxclusi 1 of fine

b tochnol

, master-

art replicas from Rusesia’s State
Hermitage Museum will be
unveiled at the new Scott Shupt-
rine storo in Troy, 977 E. 14 Mile.

Metro Detroiters will have a
rare opportunity to view and buy
the limited editions Oct. 30 to
Nov. 2,

Until recently, the only people
able to view and enjoy the trea-
sures in the Hermitage firsthand
were those who traveled to St.
Petersburg and toured the muse-
um. The Hermitage is renowned
throughout tho world for its apec-
tacular collection, which began in
the 18th century by Catherine the
Great, and revered tudlny by art

in

pleces from tho Hermitage Muse-
um are available in fine art repli-
cas. These replicas are so precise
that there is virtually no differ-
ence to the unaided oye or tauch,
Every fine detail, brushstroke and
texture have been faithfully
recreated.

After 13 art experts from the
Hermitage inepected and ap-
proved each atage of the process,
chief curator Vladimir Matveyev
signed the certificates of authen-
ticity for each edition and allowed
the Hermitage's official seal to be
applied to the back of each can-
vas.

lovers, and art
for Its ting collection of

used by Montgomery was found
within 20 miles of her house, in
old hardware stores,

“How much more is out there
we :‘lnn't know about?” Flaunery
said.

French Impressioniat and Post-
Impressionist masterpicces.
Through a major breakthrough

The collection of masterpicces
features works by Camille Pissar-
ro, Vincent Van Gogh, Claude
Monet, Paul Cezanne, Andre
Derein and Plerre Bonnard,

Carousel

from page 1D

“on a tour of the family home and
grounds. At least one or more
‘carousel animals live in each
-room of the Abbott home includ-
<ing the kitchen. A butting ram
“carved by Daniel Muller, similar
:to a figure in the auctlon, stands
againat o living room wall oppo-
«site a Muller deer, a near dupl
“cate of one some lucky bidder wil
“take home,

Expressive, sensitive eyes
“hallmark Muller's animals, the
‘horses assuming poses of classic
questrian statuary.

“The ram’s one of only five left.
. Muller is top of the line as a
‘ carver. His figures are propor-
_ tioned and very well done.”

On the upstairs landing, a cat

‘jumps with joy over a fish he has
: caught. The sassy feline is a 1910
cntzel, created by Salvatore Cer-
igliaro. Originally, there wero 36.
ighteen remain.
“Some of the carousel animols
“ are prettier than others. It's like a
“:painting: The beauty is in the eye
--of the beholder.”

The tour continues to the barn,
here an outside row stander cov-
red with more than 150 jewels by
filons reflects a thorough knowl-
‘%edge of Greek and Roman sculp-
-“ture. lllions’ art works began with
ife size sketches ofter he atudied
he movements and mannerisms
f horses at nearby racetracks.
:sHis lifclike poses and manes
+:blowing wild in the wind are leg-
“%endary in the world of carouscl art
“zcollectors.

s “The Nlions Coney Island style
“‘horse waits nlongside a 1913

“Dentzel topknot jumper horse,
and o horse and & goat from the
“Boblo merry-go-round.

% “They get smoller and plainer
:as they go in. This one was from

the third row,” Abbott said,
pointing to the topknet.

The elaborately carved and dec-
orated outside row animals from
park machines command the
highest prices, while smaller fig-
ures from portable country fair
machines oxact less.

As Abbott opens one last door,
a garage full of carousel animals
come to life. A proud rooster in a
trot catches a glimpse of visitors
out of the corner of his glass cye.
A cute little German horse fools
the outsider into thinking that his
mane moved, whisked by the
wind.

Golden age

The golden age of the carousel
dates from 1890 to 1925, when a
handful of European woodcarvers

H‘Some of the carousel animals are prettier
than others. 1t's like a painting: The beauty Is In
the eye of the beholder.’

Jon Abbott

collector

foods and neglect took their toll.
Few carouscls survive in Michi-

gan.

Those that do are at the Henry
Ford Muscum at Greenficld Vil-
lage in Denrborn, Historieal
Crossroads Village in Flint, the
Grand Rapids Museum and Auto
World in Lansing.

Valued art
“A respectable indicator of
their art value is that muscums
are stﬂning to toke an interest in
e

migrated to America in search of 3 o

their drenms. Unable to find work
in the furniture or architectural
industry, they joined the lucrative
amusement business, carving
carousels.

‘The average carousel horse con-
sists of about 40 basswood and
poplar pieces crafted in one of
three styles: Coney Island, flam-
boyant with New York glitz; Phil-
odelphia, realistic; and Country
or County Fair, smoller and port-

able.

The idea behind the 19th cen-
tury American carousel wasn’t
new. In A.D, 500, Spanish crusad-
ers played a similar gamo on their
way across Europe, By the 1700s
the French invented “carrousel,”
a competition where knights on
wooden horses threw lances
through golden rings.

At the turn of this century,
2,500 to 6,000 carouscls whirled to
the music of the band organ; ap-
proximately 130 remain after fire,

The fact that prominent art
auction houses have gotten into
the picture in the last three years
serves as yet another indicator of
the artistic and historical value of
carousel art. While enthusiasts
argue nbout whether figures arc
fine art or folk art, Sotheby's and
Christie’s East in New York hove
placed corousel animals on the
auction block,

“Many authorities in the field
consider them works of art, and
they are rare, 8o it’s a golden op-
portunity for investors,” snid auc-
tion publicist Rose Szwed of
Southfield.

Wide appeal

Pcople from all walks of life fall
for the sound ond magic of the
carouscl. Abbott sold one horse to
the late singer/actor Rick Nelson,
and two horses to actor Charles
Bronson.

Celebritics aren't the only ones

intercsted in carousel ort.

“A female mail carricr (he
knows) buys ene like clockwork
every 19 to 24 months and a
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Brick enltry leads to 21' brick

CUSTOM NEW ENGLAND HOME
On % wooded lot - thres fireplaces, 3-4 bedrooms, 3 full
baths, screened porch, 3 tiered deck w/hot tub, 2,900 sq. ft.
and walk-in fireplace and BBQ. $219,900 845-2500 B-01801

CRANBROOK REALTORS 645-2500

floored dining room w/beams

female one o ycar,
One fellow had a house built to
showcase 40 carousel horses and
there are plenty of stories I could
tell sbout the eccentrica, too,”
Abbott soid.

“I think a lot of women buy
them for nostalgia. The men buy
them as a sculpture and because
they're a heck of an investment.”

Carousel art collector Ron
Mitchell, who recently moved
from Rochester Hills to Orton-
ville, attended last year's auction.
He has collected four horses — an
Illions, a Muller, a Carmel and a
Herschell-Spillman — over the
last 20 years. He plans to bid .on
extremely rare menagerie animals
(any animal but a horeo) this
time.

“It's definitely art. They're
mostly wood, all hand-carved,”
sald Mitchell, who owns the Janal
Company, designers of future cars
for the Ford Motar Co,

Many carousel art collectors de-
corate their homes with the ani-
mals.

*'They're more fun than coins or
stamps, because you can set them
out and enjoy them.” Abbott said.
*“You can talk to them. Some peo-
ple even name them,

“They're fun and they're color-
ful, and they're Americann.”
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MORTGAGE

0 Closing Cost —

30 yr. FIXED - 81/4%A.P.R. 8.48%
1yr. A.R.M. -

$75 conversion fees

5 Yeur/30 Yeur Fixed - 6 1/ 8% APR.7.20%

%200 OFF Closing Costs With This Ad

5 3/ 8% APR.5.75%

Loans Avallable

CALL LOU BOUDREAU - 851-3440
5635 W. MAPLE - WEST BLOOMFIELD
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A Weekly Survey: of

ADVANCE HORTGAGE CORP.
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: Call For Free, :

E Private Consultation
. » Current Market
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* Morigage Information
« Market Analysis

689-7300

WEIR, MANUEL, SNYDER &

Everything You Always
Wanted To Know
: About Real Estate

Jack Cloud
Hansen?
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YOUR
MONEY FOR THE
- HOLIDAYS!
No cost paid until closing.
No out of pocket expense

until you're approved and
ready to close.

SPECTACULAR LOT
Rare estate size lot in Bloomfleld Village.
Lovely 4 bedroom, 3% bath home with
step-down living room, family room,

RANKE

Equal Opportunity Lender

study, optional first floor master.
TRIAD MORTGAGE CORP. $539,000 MAX BROOCK 644-6700
477-6880 Can JULIE HERMAN

Detroit ‘Area Lenders
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Rochostor Hills, Michigan 48307
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HOME BUYERS SEMINAR
Third Thursday - Monthly

7P.M

H[F Seating Limited Call 299-6200 ,
for Next Date & Reservations

EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY
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1S BEAUTIFUL. Large Tudor
located noar schoots, has everything for the

. Recessed fighting, bay windows,
sacurity system and much moral $178,500 (S0BUR)

on Gre:
bedrooms, 4 baths,
fireplaces, 3 docks! $175,500 (88GOL}
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ROCHESTER HILLS. Tho Impressive 2 story foyer,
compiate with circudar
only & proludo a the Guality you

0. $299,900 (170LD)

B b )
bedroom, neutral decor brick Ranch.
condition, finished lower tevel with firoplace, 26 ca
garage, wonderful country setting. $108,900 {1BAED)

THE OPEN FLOOR PLAN YOUVE BEEN LOOKING
FOR. Perfoct home 10 ralso a family. 1800 sq. fi.
Ranch has & lwge great room with a drifistone
fireplace, 3 bedrooms, 2 batha. $109,000 (16TAM)

and chandelior Is.
and your guests wil
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y this cute 3

amanities. Sits on pramium wooded
mint condition, 4 bedrooms, 2 baths, has
everything you dreamed ofl $259,500 {14SAN)
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