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CC wins soccer title, Page 2C
WLAA cross country, Page 8C
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Poor sports ruin
soccer reputation

people everywhere, but I think it's got to be
said.

Soccer playera are undoubtedly the worst sports
in sports,

‘Want proof? Go to a game, cspecially now, dur-
ing the state tournament, when stakes and emo-
tions are high. I'm not blasting a particular team
or achool; if anything, it scems to be consistent
throughout the spert.

T've seen a dozen games (at least) this fall, at all
levels — college and prep. Know how many times
I've seen a player knock an opponent flat with a
hard foul, then help him to his feet?

Once.

He's more apt to step or 2pit on him. And it
isn't just “dirty play” that I'm referring to, the
kind that lends to fights, cousing games to be can-
ceted before they're completed (that's happencd
twice this season: Oakland University va, Grand
Canyon, and Schoolcraft College (men) vs, East-
ern Michigan).

I *m sure this is golng to cndear me to soccer

That’s not all

There's so much other stuff, Players disagree
with an official's out-of-bounds or foul call, so
they kick the ball away. How childish can you get?

I'know what coaches will say. It's all part of the
game — atrategy, they'll insist, a way to slow down
the opponents’ sttack. Help them to their fect or
hand them the ball and you'll be out of position
ond at their mercy.

Sorry, but that's & hard ergument to buy. It
sounds more like an attempt to justify poor
sportsmanship — which is something soccer play-
ers in general are very good at doing. They always
have an excuse.

At the Catholic Central-Ann Arbor Pioneer
match last week at Plymouth Salem, more exam-
ples of the kind of temperament infesting soccer
appeared.

The game ended acoreless; during the break be-
fore the start of overtime, one of the linesmen ap-
T hed Gary Belconi, assi athletic director
at Salem, and told him he was leaving unless
something was done about some unruly fans hurl-
ing oll sorts of atuff out of the stands at him.

The “fans” in question were apparently part of
another local prep soccer team. Why they chose
this particular official to attack, while his back
was turned, is anyone's guess.

After CC scored in sudden-dcoth overtime to
gain the win, the referee was submitted to a verbal
barrage from a pair of Pioncer players who were on
the sideline with injuries, *You're blecping terri-
hle,” was one player’s summaty. *“What're going to
do, bleeping red-card me? Go ahead!”

When Balconl confronted both “children,” he
got more of the same. “Why don't you hire some
bleeping good officiala?”

The officiating might not have been the best in
this match, but it was not the deciding factor — o
view few soccer players will share with me, I'm
sure. However bad it was, this kind of stuff was
totally out of hand (by the way, officials are as-
signed by a committee, not chosen by the schools).

Coaches share blame

A lot of coaches ailow this kind of behavior. In-
deed, their own poor treatment of officials en-
courages it,

It's cheap and ridicutous, and it certainly makes
a mockery of that little ditty announcers read pri.
or to state tournament games, the one aponsored
by the Michigan High School Athletic Association
about goed sportsmanship.

_You'd think a player's very cxistence was at
stake. Playing hard and tough is one thing, but
playing to injure (something 1 witnessed at the
CC-Stevenson district final, in which one player
fell on the opponent and locked his legs around
his neck before getting to his feet) is unforgivable.

T've meen nthletes in other sports, at & much
higher level of competition, show far better sports-
manship. '

Olympic swimming is one cxample — offering
congratulations, or a hug, to a swimmer in the
next lane who just edged you for the gold medel,
something for which you had trained four to six
hours a day for two full years, takes a lot of heart.

1t’s something I have scen little evidence of in
soccer, Conches have to bear some of the responai-
bility for this, but parents who coddte their soccer-
playing children are equally at fault.

Don't you think this win, whatever the cost atufl
{a getting a bit out of control?

1 await our public's reply (my office number ia
953-2108), Adjectivea like those so eloquently
used by the Ploncer players are optional; written
responacs arc encouraged. (Please, we do have a
certain editorial code, 6o use printable l }

Hawks challenge but victory elusive

After years of struggle, Farmington Hills Harrison is

Pate Mantyla, the

d-year Har-

perennial powers,

By DAN O'MEARA
STArP WRITER

Farmington Hills Harrison has
made great strides with its girls bas-
ketball program, but the Hawks were
students learning from the master
Thursday at Plymouth Canton.

The Chiefs showed they're atill &
notch nhove Harrison, keeping the
upstart Hawks at arms length the
whole game and putling away for a 43-
32 victory in the last six minutes,

among the top girls basketball teams in the Western
Lakes Activities Association. Now the Hawks are
trying to take the next step and beat the WLAA's

Canton finished 9-2 in tho Weatern
Lakes Activities Association and tied
Plymouth Salem for sccond place.
The Chiefa are 15-2 overall and will
get the No, 2 seed In the playoffs
based on their win over the Rocks,

Harrison was B-3 in the WLAA reg-
ular season and shares fourth place
with Whalled Lake Central. The
Hawks (10-7) are seeded No. 4 sced
and will play Centra) in the first
round of the playoffs Thursday.

r
rison coach, sald he has tried to mod-
¢l his program after the successful
teams at Conton and Salem — annu-
ally among the best in the WLAA.

“I feel like the Pistons when they
were playing Celtics,” he said. “We're
knocking on the door; we're getting
there, The girls and I believe we can
win.

“In the big games, woe know we ha-
ven't done things as well as we can do
them, but that’s to the credit of the
teams wo're playing.”

The one thing Harrison failed to do

was ad: ly protect the baakett
against Canton's pressure defense,
according to Mantyla.

The Hawks committed 24 tumn-

Swimdual: Shannon O'Brien was second in the IM (above) and first in the backstroke Thurs-
day as North defeated Farmington to complete a successful dual-meet campaign.

Hopkins picks school, 2C

overs — nine in the first quarter and
15 in the first half when the Chiefs
eatablished leads of 12-5 and 23-17.

*(Canton conch) Bob Blohm said
you have to do three things to be suc-
cessful: rebound, take care of the ball
and play defense,” Mantyla eaid. “We
did two of those. We played defense
and rebounded, but they didn’t allow
ua to take care of the ball.

“They play great man-to-man de-
fenso, and we struggled getting the
ball up the floor. They made it tough

Sco HAWKS, 2C

Raiders,
Marlins
triumph

Farmington Hills Mercy coasted to
its third straight Catholic Lengue vic-
tory in girls awimming Wedneaday,
141-38 over host Madison Heights
Bishop Foley.

‘The Marlins, who won every cvent,
are 3.0 in the league and 4.3 overall

Andrea Hoeflein won the 200 and
600 frecstyle with times of 2:02.56 and
5:31. She also swam on the freestyle
reloy teams,

Jaamine Murrell, Hoeflein, Katie
Scallen and Erika Smith won the 200
freestyle in 1:49.4. The 400 team con-
sisted of Hoeflein, Scallen, Michelle
Welch and Smith and finished in
4:02.09.

Welch won the individual medley
(2:28.47), Scallen the 60 freestyle
(28.13) and Smith the backstroke
(1:07.06).

Other Mercy winners were Jen
Buckley in diving (180.36), Katie Ru-
nyan in the hutterfly (1:13.49), Alli-
son Machacek in the 100 freestyle
(1:05.22) and Lori Kelley in the
brenststroke (1:21.6).

Runyan and Machacek also teamed
with Bethany Budde and Susan Mc-
Clellan to win the medley relay in
2:15.6,

‘The Marlins had a number of fine
performances Oct. 24 in the Michigan
1 holustic Conches A inti
meet at Eastern Michigan Unlversity.

Smith was second in the 200 free-
style (1:65.87) and third in the 100

See SWIMMING, 3C

Panthers avenge gridiron loss to Falcons

BY NEAL ZIPSER
STAFY WRITER
There weren't any Halloween cos-
tumes that could have disguised the
ugliness of Redford Union’s 16-6 vic-
tory Friday over visiting Farmington.
The game featured numerous un-
sportsmanlike and roughness penal-
tics.

Even with the sluggish play, the
geme ended like any other RU win,
with the Panthers dousing coach
Shawn McGowan with a bucket of
water.

“It was very cold ice water,” the RU
coach said. "It started last year after
we won, It's their rito of passage.”

But as the teams exhanged hand-
shakes after time expired, tempers
began to flare. Farmington's Stanley
Lewis punched an RU player after ai-

fegedly being spat at.

The punch began a large melec.
Several fights broke out before
coaches and sccurity guards were able
to restrain the participants and escort
the teams off the field,

“You could sce it coming by the
way the game was going,” RU’s Tim
Hopson sajd. “They were doing a lot
of talking, Thay were a dirty team.”

“We told al! the kids to keep their
helmets on, just shake hands and lets
get out of here,” Farmington coach
Bernic Call aaid. “But they were in-
timidating Lewia all night and then
apit in his face.

“But I blame the officials. They let
the game go and caused a lot of frus-
tration on the field. They let it get out
of hand.”

The Panthers avenged a 13-9 loss
to the Falcons last year and finished

5.4 for the second straight scason.
Farmington finished 1.8,

RU opened the scoring with a six-
play, 54-yard drive. A 22-yard scamp-
er by senior Jason Anderson set up a
1-yard touchdown plunge by scnior
Jeff Tulppo. Kurt Coulter kicked the
extra point.

RU drove 80 yards on its next pos-
session to moke it 13-0. After a 25-
yard rush by senior Tom Blalock,
Tulppo sprinted 29 yarda to the end
zone.

Tulppo paced the RU offense with
78 yards on 10 carries, and Patrick
Mueller rushed 16 times for 70 yarda,

The Faleons got their offense going
after recovering an onside kick on the
second-half kickofl.

Junior Mike Tokar lafted a pass
into the end zone for Lewis, who
outjumped the RU defenders end

hauled in a 17-yard touchdown. To-
kar completed 10 of 27 passes for 145
yards, and Lewis caught scven passes
for 114,

After Tulppo recovered a Farming-
ton fumble, Coulter nailed a 32-yard
field goal to make it 16-6.

Call was disappointed’ about the
Falcons’ seagon but optimistic about
the future.

“When we went into the season, we
knew we had e lot of young players
and knew it would be tough,” Call
sald. “But we have & good group of
juniors and sophomores coming back.
‘This year we had too many turnovers
and didn't get any breaks,

“It's too bad we don't have any
more games because we're all fired up
now. We can't wait until they come
over to our place next year.”

Hawks, Raiders fall short in "92 finales

It was deja vu for visiting North Farmington,
which was stopped shy of the South Lyon goal line

Andereon sct school records this year with sin-
gle-scason and carcer rushing totals of 1,353 and

more game,
to Scott Lord for another to pull the Raiders within

ran 1 yard for a TD and possed 7 yards

:ln the final minute for the second straight year Fri-
2y,

After the playoff-bound Lions scored to take a
27-20 lead, North drove to the South Lyon 8-yard
line where a fourth-down pass fell incomplete with
cight seconds remaining.

The Raiders lost 12-7 last year in the season fi-
nale when they were stopped at the 1 on fourth-
and-goal from the 3 with 46 scconds left.

“We dominated this footbnll game,” North coach
Jim O'Leary said. “That was not the case last year.
‘The only thing we didn’t do was win the game.”

The Raiders outgained South Lyon 410-277 as

And rushed for 195 yards on 28 carries in his
final high achool game.

2,650 yards.

“He docsn’t have the speed of a (former North
atar Scott) Selzer, but he surc has the heart,”
O'Leary said. “He's one heckuva kid.”

The Raiders held South Lyon tailback Billy Ray
Porter to just 50 yards on 16 carries, but fullback

“Ken Nelaon gained 129 and scored three touch-

downs on 22 attempts.

North took a 7-0 lead after a 40-yard run by An-
derson and extra-point kick by Ben Sommers, but
South Lyon's Nelson had scoring runs of 9 and 17
yards for a 14-7 halftime lead.

Neslon's 24-yarder made it 21-7 in the third
quarter, but North senior Jason Danlel iez, who

21-20 in tho fourth quarter.

“The kids played o spectacular ballgame,”
O'Leary said. “I'm tenl proud of them. They werc
playing for pride — and they showed it. Obviously,
we're disappointed with the record (4-5), but 1
think the kids showed tonight they have a lot of
heart.”

Jason Kong added 63 yardu rushing. Daniclewicz
was 3-0f-14 passing for 64 yards but descrved a bet-
ter fate, nccording to O'Leary.

“We threw the ball well; we just didn’t cateh it,”
he said, adding two touchdown passes were
dropped.”

recovered from @ broken collarbone to play one

Sece FOOTBALL, 2C




