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TRAVEL

On track: Al-
though Ten-
‘nessee’s Chat-
tanooga Choo-
Choo stopped
rolling in
1970, the old
railroad sta-
tion has been
converted into
a hotel and re-
pository of
railroad lore.
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Ch and ev-

Tennessee city’s
many attractions

the banks of the Tennessee River,
the aquarium with its environ-
tall, it setting has

eryone thinks of onc thing, but
there's much more to this surpris-
ing city in the hills of southern
T than the Ch

helped draw attention to the city's
efforts to clean up its air and wa-
ter. The main problem has been

dating the crowds, and

Choo-choo.

In fact, the last passenger train
stopped rolling in 1970 and the
old rallroad station has been
turned into a rather remarkable
hotel and repository of railroad
lore. But from its enormously suc-
cessful new $45 million aquarium
to its Civil War lendmarks to
some venerable natural attrac-
tions in and around the city,

\ b s

peak periods bring lengthy waits,
But fall, when the heat cools
down and the Jush hills are cov-
ered in dozzling colors, is always a
good time to visit cither the city
or the mountains, caverns and
scenic roads a short drive away.

is
popular d

Events
Events in town include the
an in- Ch Symph and Op-
i era A jon, which perfc

The biggest new draw is the
Tennessce Aquarium, billed as

. the world’s largest aquarium to

focus on freshwater habitats, On

works by Mozart and Saint-Saens
on Nov. 19 and 20 at the beauti-
fully restored Tivoli Theater, 709
Broad St. The concerts begin at 8

B CRRAS
COURTESY OF THIE TE:NNESSEE AQUANIUN

Tankedup: The 130,000-square-foot Tennessee Aquari-
um, in Chattanooga, is home to 4,000 fish — 300 species
— which are held in seven major freshwater tanks.

p.m,, and admission ranges (rom
$10 to $34. For more information,
coll 615-267-8583 or 616-756-

Until Nov. 14, the Chattancoga
Little Theater will be performing
“The Diary of Anne Frank” at the
Little Theater, 400 River St.
Tickets cost $10, $8 for students
and $6 for children; performances
start at B p.m. with a 2:30 matinee
Sundays, For information, call
£15-267-8534 or 615-756-8687.

Sightseeing

The Tennessee Aquarium, 1
Broad St., 615-265-0695, has real-
ly put Chattanooga on the map as
o tourist destination, and with
good reuson.

Beginning with a soaring re-cre-
ation of the Tennessce River's
source in the Appalachian high
country forest and tracing its path

through the Mississippi Delta,
the 130,000-square-foot aquarium
includes 4,000 fish and 300 spe-
cies in seven major freshwater
tanks and two terrestrial environ-
ments, Open every day except
Thanksgiving and Christmas
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Admisaion
is $8,75; $4.75 for children 3 to 12,
and free for children under 3,

Another popular destination is
the Chick and Ch

PROTO COUNTESY OF TIE CHATTANOUGA CHOD- CHOO HOLIBAY INN

for senior citizens and children
under 16. Open daily except
Christmas; winter, 8 a.m. to 4:45
pan.; summer 8 a.m. to 545 p.m.
Admission is free,

More-dedicated Civil War buffs
might also want to take in the
Confederama-Hall of History,
3742 Tennessce Ave, 615-821-
9812, o more modest but atill in-
triguing re-creation of the local
Civil War history, Like the mili-
tary park, it sells a large assort-
ment of Civil War books, docu-
ments and related items, Open
daily 8 a.m. to 5 pm,; Junc 1 to
Labor Day, 8:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Admission is $4; $2 for children 6
to 12,

Perhaps the most famous of
Chattanooga’s scenic attractions
is Rock City, 1400 Patten Roand
on Lookout Mountain just out-
side town, 706.820-2531. The 60-
year-old 10-ncre attraction fea-
tures unusual rock formations,
exhibits for children and a lover's
leap with a dazzling view that on
a clear day is said to look out over
seven states. Open every day ex-
cept Christmas from 8:30 until
sundown. Admission is $7.50;
$3.75 for children 3 to 12 and frec
for children under 3.

Not for awny on Lookout
Mountain is Ruby Folls on State
Highway 148, 615-821-2544, a re-
markable cavern and 145-foot,

tolored

go National Military Park, 10
miles south of Chattanocoga in
Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., on US.
Highway 27, 706-866-9241.

There are 1,400 monuments
along the 7-mile park drive, and
in the summer park rangers give
exhibitions and talks. In the visi-
tors center a truly first-rate film
chronicles the 1863 Civil War bat-
tle and the men who fought it.
The film costs $2.25 for adults, $1

g d water-
foll with lots of activities for chil-
dren. Open daily from 8 am. to 8
pm. April through October; 8
am. to 6 ‘pim, from November
through March, Admission is
$7.25; $3.25 for children 6 to 12,

Also nearby is the Lookout
Mountain Incline Railway, 3917
St. Elmo Ave, with a ride up
Lookout Mountain that's billed
as the world's stecpest passenger

railway — a grade of 72.7 percent
near the top). The mile-long ride
up and down the mountain takes
about 10 minutes. Round trip: $6,
$3 for children 3 to 12.

Attractions indoors include the
Houston Muscum of Decorative
Arts, 201 High St., 615-267-7176,
which houses the collection of the
local antiques dealer Anna Safley
Houston and includes furniture,
porcelnin, glass and textile picces
from the 18th to the 20th centu-
rics. Admission is free. Open
Tuesday to Saturday from 10 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m., and Sunday from 2
to 4:30 p.m.

The city’s main art museum is
the Hunter Museum of Art, 1¢
Bluff View, 615-267-0968, part of
which is housed in a lovely man-
sion once the home of the Coca-
Cola magnate and philanthropist
George Thomas Hunter.

Jn addition to the collection,
which is particularly strong on art
of the Southeast, there’s a lovely
sculpture garden with a view over-
looking the Tennessce River and
Maclellan Island Wildlife Sanc-
tuary. Open Tuesday through
Saturday from 10 am. to 4:30
p.m; Sunday 1 to 4:30 p.m. An
admission donation of $2 ia sug-
gested for adults; $1 for children.

A popular shopping spot down-
town is Warchouse Row, 1110
Market St., 615-267-1111, con-
verted turn-of-the-century rait-
road warchouses that have been
transformed into more than 30
designer outlet stores featuring
merchandise 20 percent to 75 per-
cent below retail for labels such
as Albert Nipon, Perry Ellis,
Adrienne Vittadini and Ralph
Lauren. Open Monday to Satur-
day, 10 a.m, to 7 p.m.; Sunday,
noon to 6 p.m.

Don’t shutter when trying to focus on new cameras

BY EVERETT POTTER
BrECIAL WRITER

Trying to keep up with changes
in today's camera technology ie o

Shoppl z -
pping

Around

bit like attempting to stay on top

of the airfares.

They change quickly, with little
rhyme or reason, It seems yeater-
day’s model is obsolete today.

at's n buyer to do? One an-

+ gwer is to turn to an expert, such
ps Robert Rattner, a professional
photojournalist who specializes in
travel and nature photography for
magazines such as Audubon,

, Smithsonian, Time and the late
*’European Travel & Life. He also

writes a phato column for Eventa

."'i‘l;em are basically three types
of cameras now,” says Rattner.

cameras) are trading in their cam-
eras for them,

*“The SLRa have gotten very
fancy — but they've also gotten
more expensive.”

The biggest market is for the
second group, the point-and-
shoot cameras with automatic
focus, They've gotten sophisticat-
ed enough to satisfy most ama-
teur photographers, Rattner says,

The only problem with them is
choice, There are about a dozen
manufacturers ench offering
about holf a dozen models, To the

incd cye these

speeds it will take.

“Most film has DX or digital
coding, which allows the camera
to read the film speed off the film
canister. The simpler cameras
may only have two actuel settings
— Ray, 1SO 100 and 400.

“So if you intend to use film
that’s 1SO 64 or 1000, you're out
of luck."

The automatic-focus option
also differs among camera mod-
els, he says.

“Active auto focus means the
camera shoots out an infrared
heam that hits the subject and re-
turns to the camera. It means you
must center your subject in the
viewfinder. Put the subject to the
side and the camera focuses on
the back d

a
Took like on the same

“There are simple point-and

.. shoot models that have a fixed

focus, These are really ono step
removed from an instamatic or
even the old box Brownie,

“Then there are the point-and-
shoot cameras with suto focus
and a varjety of other features.
Thesc have becomo so sophisti-
cated that camera ownera who
have SLRs (single-lens reflex

function,

But Rattner points out they
can be very different,

“You should look for a number
of things when you go tobuy a
point-and-shoot camera, First of
all, make sure the lens is protect-
ed when you're not using it, See-
ondiy, look at the camera’s speci-
fications to find out what film

“Some cameras have ‘focus
lock' that allows you to focus on
the subject and then move the
camera, There are others with
‘multibeam focus,’ which means
the camera focuses on five or
more large spots in the picture
and maokes ‘focus lock,' unneces-
sory.”

When it comes to the flash
mode, Rattner saya it's important

to choose a camera that allows
you to turn the Mlash on menually
in order to use a ‘fill-in Mosh’ for
illuminating outdoor subjects in
daylight.

Another feature he mentions is
“red-eye reduction,”

“A tiny beam is flashed
moments before the camera's
flash goes off. This causes the
human pupil to close down and
consequently greatly reduces the
chanee of your subjcct looking
red-cyed in the photograph. It's &
good feature to look for.”

‘The zoom lens is also found on
many models, he saya,

*“1t's a wonderful feature, Gen-
erally speaking, the 35mm to
70mm and the 35mm to 50mm
range are good, There are good
35mm to 105mim (models) around
as well, but you'll pay a lot more
to jump from 80mm to 105mm
and I don’t think it's worth it.

So what particular models does
Rattner recommend — and for
whom?

He enjoys the Pentax IQZoom
series, in which the model 60-X
1ists for $230. The model 80-WR
is*n very good camera, which ia

LRS-

weather-resistant as well. It's a
good feature to have.” It lists for
$350,

The Olympus Infinity series
also “has always been extremely
reliable and is known for its good
metering.” The Infinity Tele has
two lenses: 2 35mm and a 70mm,
allowing for both wide-angle and
telephoto shots, It'a $240.

Plotocoitesy of MINOLTA

Infocus: The Minolta Freedom is one of the most popu-
lar point-and-shoot cameras on the market today.

‘The Olympus Stylus is a “won-
derful” camera, with a fixed
35mm lens, red-eye reduction and
n compact size. It's $225,

Rattner also likes Minolta’s
Freedom series. The Freedom
Escort, with a fixed 34mm lens,
priced n‘t $188, is “a good, simple
camera.”




