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Bridge symbolizes first link in connector

By Masy Lou
Srary Wamen Soxng

i Farmington.area residents will
see it rising from the conatruction
rubble: a 60-foot-high bridge that
#ill span Interstates 696, 96 and
276 and becnme one uf the first
links to the F

“It will be intecesting for driv-
ers beeause as they drive through
and see the project during differ-
ent stoges over & perfod of
months, they'll sce this structure
risc out of the ground,” Maki
sn';c‘l‘

“Everydny 30,000 cars drive
across 14, 13 and 12 Mile roads to
Orchard Lake to access the free-
way,” he said. “This conncctor
will allow much of the traffic from
West Bloomficld, Canton Town-

ship, Union Lake and north
F

fon of the H

in Novi.
« At least that's how Tom Maki,
project engineer for the Michigan
Department of Transportation,
describes  the 1000-foot-long
bridge which will run castbound
on 186 to the Haggerty Connee.
iur, otherwise known as M-5,
“There are other bridges in the
drea close to that size,” Maki
iald. “But it's still quite a struc-
ture,”
1 Another 450-foot-long bridge
crisscrosses underncath the su.
pesbridge, creating o  tri-level
structure of existing rondway nad

Connector has already begun, The
road will run five miles north of
the interchanpe to Pontiac Trail,
parailel to Haggerty Road In
neighboring Novi.

But city officlals say even
though the connector is just west
of Farmington Hills, city reai.
dents will still benefit from M-5
ond the interchange.

David Call, assistant city man-
ager for Farmington Hills, soid
city officials have long supported
the construction of M-5, pointing
out that city drivers can access I-

Hills to access the ex-
pressway system more easily.”

residents and drivers should not
be inconvenlenced by the con-
struction. MDOT will rely on
temporary lane closures, usually
during off-peak traffic hours, dur.
ing censtruction, Maki sald.

“The only cffect on traffic will
be gawkers whlch we feel will bea
ninor occurence,” Maki said.

Ci fon of the i }

should be complete next year, but
not in use until 1995 when the
firat segment of M-5, between the
interchonge and 12 Mile, is fin-
ished,

* After acquiring the right-of-wny
neceasary, Farmington Hills will
widen 12 Mile at Hoggerty Road,
Call soid. He said the city hopes
the widening will be complete this
year and that landseaping up to
the city Hmits at Hug[,crty Road
will begin next spring.

R i} of possible con-
struction-related slowdowns, Call
holds that in the end, Farmington
Hills can only bencfit from the in-
terchange and the Haggerty Con-
nector.

“Farmington Hills wil! be posi-
tively impocted,” Call snid,
“We're treating this like a second
interchange even though it's not
in Farmington Hills. 1t will take
care of much of the traffic on Ore-
hard Lake. It's been a long time
in coming and we're glad it's be-
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