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Patterson rejects regional
approach to area’s issues
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of government, and we'll take care
of everything: we'll redirect in-
vestment to Detrait, we'll collect
your property taxes, and we'll dis-
tribute them.’

“That’s not going to happen
under a Patterson administration,
It fight that tooth and nail. I will
not turn the future of Oakland
County over to some regional
planners. RDI and 1 are not going
tobe in syne.”

Patterson, 53, Onkland's color-
ful prosecutor from 1962-88, will
succeed the retiring Daniel T,
Murphy, who chaired SEMCOG,
bought the iden of halting urban
sprawl and tried to help SMART,
the suburban bus system. Both
are Republicans, but Patterson
reflects the conservative views of
county board members hostile to
SEMCOG.

Meanwhile, several northern
Oakland townships elected super-
visors on platforms of controlled
growth. And even post-World War
11 suburbs in mid-county are wor-
ried about a megamall destined
for Auburn Hills.

“I don't envision putting an in-
dustrinl bele in the north tier of
Oakland County,” Patterson spid
in a taping of WXYZ-T\"'s “Spot-

Commission for Oakland County,
considers the automobile as the
best method of mass transit.

“We (he and Grubba) have al-
ready discussed starting with a
community-based transportation

8:
“A lot of people said afterwards
we're trying to send the chairman
2 message not to forget us little
people out there, I think Jim Al-
exander got the message, loud and
clear,” Patterson said.
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provide the jobs we need in Onk-
land County,” soid Patterson, cit-
ing the county’s expected popula-
tion growth from 1.1 million to 1.4
million by the end of the decade.
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tions of higher learning. We have
50,000 kids in those colleges,
When they gradunte, we don't
want to export our kids, We want
to export the quality products we
moke in Oakland County, so
we've gotta have jobs to do that.
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He also differs with “my
fricnd” Dennis Archer, an-
nounced mayoral candidate in
Detroit, on merging Detroit’s D-
DOT hus system with SMART.
“You don't take two failed sys-
tems, metge them and cxpeet any-
thing better than a major failed
system,” he said.
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