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Seniors take lead
role in Mercy win

By DAN O'MEARA
STAPF WRITER

Farmington Hills Mercy got to
the regional finals in girls basket-
Ll for the third consecutive year
due largely to the play of its sen-

fora,

And that's the way it should be,
coach Larry Baker sald after the
Marlins defeated Royal Oak Kim-
ball 60-41 Monday at Southfield-
Lathrup High School.

Mercy (13-11) took an eight-
game winning streak into the fi-
nal Tuesday night agatnst Catho-
Jic League champion Birmingham
Marion (23-1).

Senior guard Valire Jones
scoted seven of her cight paints
early in the third quarter when
the Marlins pulled away from a
26-23 halftime lead,

Senior forward Marshelle
Broake grabbed 11 rebaunds and
picked up the slack from fellow
aenior Dana Wade, who was atill
feeling the effects of a hord fall in
the sccond district game.

“The seniors have really taken
over and are showing us the way,”
Baker said. “Marshelle Brooks
gave us some awesome rebound-
ing. Is there a better rchounder
pound for pound in the area? The
seniors have been picking up the
slack and what a terrific way to
step up,”

Senior forward Katie Heffernan
olso had cight points, Brooks
four, Sophomore center Julie An-
gell led the Marlins with 11,
Freshmon guard Liz Weber and

junior guord Zendre Simmons

added six apiece,

Jones sank a three-point shot
to start the second half, and Hel-
fernan followed with a driving
layup before the Knights rallicd
to within 31-27. Jones scored the
next two baskets, and Weber add-
¢d a perimeter basket to give Mer-
cy o 10-point lead with three min-
utes to go in the third period.

“Valire is a real streaky gol”
Boker sald. “She’s hot or cold.
Fortunately, at tournament time,
she's been more hot than cold.
The seniors saved thelr best for
last and what a better time than
the tournament.”

The Marling led 40-32 after
three quarters, and Kimball never
got closer than seven points in the
finale.

Mercy adjusted its zone defense
at halftime and cffectively took
away some of Kimbuoll's inside
game. The Knights (20-4) were
able to work the ball inside to &-
foot-9 post players Amy Forti and
Becky Rogers.,

They combined for 11 points in
the first half but only six in the
second. Forti finished with nine
and Rogers eight to lead Kimball,

“We wonted to keep (Rogers)
aut of the high post, so they had
to run her on the bascline,” Boker
snid, “Suddenly, she hes to shoot
over Julie and Marshelle. That's
not casy and it made her less ef-
fective.

“We needed cight to nine min-
utes at halftime to do it, but 1 was
pleased the kids transiated the
chalk talk on the court.”

Biet, BRESLERISTAIY PUOTOGRAMIED

Hold on tight: Mercy’s Dana Wade tries to maintain pos-
session of the basketball Monday in the game with Kim-

all,

Merey pressured the Knights
early in the game and forced 10
turnovers in the first quarter, but
Kimball had 11 the rest of the
way and its success in the fore-
court caused the Marlins to play
slower,

“We haven't ridden the ghoul-
ders of our half-court offense all
yeor,” Baker said. “It was a total-
iy different style of game than we
used in the district. We're like o
tournament-tested teom, and we
finished it off in style.”

Warriors aim to finish perfect grid season

By BILL PARKER
STarF WiTeER .

Prior to the start of the scason,
Walled Loke Western football
coach Chuck Apop was asked if
he thought his team could earn
the school's first berth in the
state playoffs.

The veteran conch just smiled
and said: “1 niready bought the
“Ckf-’ts."

Hapefully, Apap planncd ahead
and purchased a playoff series

package that included tickets to
Friday's Class A state champion-
ship game ot the Silverdome, be-
cause that's exactly where the
‘Warriors will be playing.

Western (12-0) tangles with un-
defeated Muskegon Recths-Puffer
(12-0) in the Class A champion-
ship game at 1 p.m.

“We're trying to keep it low
key,” said Apap of the hype and
excitement involved in a champi-
onship game. “It's the 13th game

shamﬁ'ﬁcks from page 1B

Wright can be as dangerous as
Utica Eisenhower quarterback
Tim Youngblood, who riddled
CC's defense for 247 yards pass-
ing on 18 of 3G completions.

“Youngblood throws the ball a
lot more than we feel comfortable
with,” Arthur Hill coach Jim Eu-
rick snid. “Marvin is very gifted,
smart, sces what's gaing on on the
field. “He comes up big every

ame.

Arthur Hill's defense also hes
been tough and last week twice
stopped Adrian inside the Lum-
berjacks' 30 in the fourth quarter
to preserve the lend, The task fac-
ing Arthur Hill is to stop a CC
offense that hes averaged 256
yards and 25 points per game.

CC haosn’t poassed with much
success (34 completions in 83 at-
tempts for 496 yards) but Eurick
knows few teams can match CC's
rushing attack., The Shomrocks
are led by junior tailback Freddie

Toylor, who has gained 1,067
yards, scored 15 TDs and is aver-
nging 138 yards per playoff game.
Fullback Jason Krueger hos nine
scores and 640 yards rushing.

“Knowing what they're going to
do is onc thing but being able to
stop it is another,” Eurick said.
“It's like they're saying, ‘Here's
what we're going to do. Now stop

1f CC needs to go to the air, it'll
be tough to throw near Foster, one
of the Lumberjacks’ cornerbacks
who has cight interceptions,

Like most CC games, Herman
knows the defense could dictate
the tempo, Defensive linemen Joe
Suhajdo, Aaron Babicz and Paul
Nemzek have most frequently
been in the opponents’ backfield
during the post-senson.

“They're kind of a

s

of the scason, and we want to get
our 13th win,”

If the Warriors are to carn their
13th win of the season they will
have to beat the Rockets off the
ball, Coaches claim football
gomes arc won and lost in the
trenches. That point will be em-
phasized Friday when these two
powerhouses square off,

“We have to do what we've
done all year and ottack ot the
line of scrimmage,” snid Reeths-
Puffer nssistant conch Gary Mast.
“Both teams are run-oriented
teams that control the line of
serimmapge. The team that con-
trola the front will have the cdge.”

In post games, Western has had
the cdge up front with an offen-
sive line that averages 230 pounds
and a defensive front that averag-
es 209. But the Rockets have
some beef as well, averaging 214
pounds across the front on offense
and 202 on defense.

“This will be the best line we've
faced,” Apap said. “Recths-Puffer
is a helluva football team. They
have some big kids up there, so it
should really be a battle. We'll
find out what we're made of up
front.”

On offense, the Warrior front is
made of center Steve Bigham
(238), right puard Derek Lindsoy
{232), right tackle Norm Garmen
(228), left guard Dwayne Lucas
(205) and left tackle Greg Garba-
cik (248). Arnic Gillert leads the

running pame with 2,042 yards
and 29 TDs. The Warriors aver-
age 27 points o game.

‘The Rockets counter with o sol-
id defunsive line made up of nose-
guard Ron Madison (180), tackles
Coamp McCray (225) and Eric
Marzfeld (230) ond ends John
Bocrsema {200) ond Dan Brown
175).

“We play a pretty standard
type-50 defense,” Mast said, 'We
play hard-nosed football and try
to take people on.”

Offensively, Reeths-Puffer av-
erages 28 points per gome and
likes to control the ball by pound-
ing it up the middle.

In last week’s 28-22 semifinal
victory over top-ranked East
Lansing, the Rockets ran 69 of-
fensive plays to 35 for the Tro-
jons, Running backs DeMarkeo
Hill (1,653 yards, 21 TDs on 221
carrics) and Stacy Starr (1,318
yards, 14 TDs on 176 carries) lead
Reeths-Puffer’s offense.

Center Stuart Brown (190) an-
chors the line and is flanked by
guards Mark Naparala (185) and
Rob Wilks (200) and tackles Bob
Kannar (230) snd Kevin Bahr
(265),

“Wo hove to stop them and
control the football,” Apap said.
"lil'ly_ou don't control the ball they
will.”

Defensively, the Watriors have
allowed fewer than 10 points per
game.

sional team with Wright,” Her-
man said, “If we can stop him, we
con win.”

GOT LEGAL QUESTIONS?

Call Attorney David Zuppke
On His New Radio Talk Show...

“LEGAL AFFAIRS”

1090 AM INFORMATIVE LISTENING
Every Monday 8:00 a.m. fo 9:00 a.m.
Helpful Legal Advice

CALL 525-1090
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JINGLEBELLRUN

Run the
Jingle Bell

—

10 A.M.
¥ Sunday, Dec. 6

at
g0akland University

A Fun, Festive
5K Run and Walk
Guaranteed to Put You
in the Holiday Spirit

INCLUDES NEW SKIS, BOOTS, & BINDINGS.
INSTALLED & RELEASE TESTED.
OPTION TO PURCHASE, LIMITED AVAILABILTY. RENT TODAY AT ANY:

3354555
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Financing
Avallable

Oonkland Community College
snapped n four-game loslng streak
1ast weekend by winning the Sinc-
tair CC (Ohlv) men’s basketball
invitational,

The Raidors, paced by tourna-
ment MVP Kevin  Woodmore,
beat Ohio State University
branch campuses Lima (95-77)
and Chillicothe (82-77) to com
their first two victaries of the sen-

son.

Woodmore, a_5-foot-7 guard
from Auburn HIlls Avondale,
came up with 15 points, six steala
and five ossists in the champion-
ship victory Saturdoy over Lima.

In the semifinal win over Chil-
ticothe, Woodmore contributed 11
polnts, five assists and four
steals,

He shot 10-0f-16 from the floor
over the two-day span.

Craig Mertin, a 6-foot guard out
of Auburn Hills Qakland Chris-
tion, shat eight-for-12 from the
field en route to a 22-point outing
for OCC in the chompienship fi-
nal.

Ray Moreland, a Southfield-
Lathrup product who sat out=
QCC's first five games (hardship’+
rule) after transferring from:,
NCAA Division I school Mary-
land Eastern-Shore, chipped in
with 18 points, while Bill Knight'<.
contributed nine points, cight re-
bounds and four steals, ’

Don Rice paced Lima with a*
game-high 28 points. s

On Friday, Myron Banks, 0 6-6 +
farward from Detroit Redford, led *
OCC with 26 points and 22 re-
bounds, o

Other OCC players figuring ~
inently in the win included :
6-3 Troy Coleman (Dearborn St.
Alphonsus), who added 14 points
{on seven-of-11 shooting), 10 as. -
sists and five steals; and Bill
Thurston (Rochester High), who *
added 16 points,

Thurston’s three-pointer down -
the stretch iced the victory for -

Mt;lk Strousboght and 'l‘crryt‘
Dull:kle cach netted 16 for Chilli--
cothe. :

_ Ma rlins from page 1B

“The Marlins were led by senlor
Erika Smith, who was third in the
200-yord freestyle (1:53.44) and
sixth in the 100 freestyle (52.95).
Both times will be considered for
All-America hanors,

Smith also anchored the med-
ley and 400 freestyle rclay teams,
both of which scored points by
placing among the tap 12,

Jenny McCombs, Andrea Hoe-
flein, Michele Welch and Smith
were 10th in the medley (1:52.93),
and the freestyle team of Hope
Harriron, Katie Scallen, Hoeflein
and Smith was cighth (3:40.72).

Both relay times automatically
qualified the Marlins for All-
America recognition.

“The relays were phenomenal,”
Cooper said. “All of the girls had
fantastic splits and did it when
they needed to do it.™

Hoeflein also placed 10th in the
500 freestyle at 5:19.73, though
she swam 5:16.34 in the prelimi-
naties, and McCombs was 13th in
the backstroke with an All-A

in the 500 freestyle, and
McCombs managed to score in
her event despite missing two

Raiders earn trophy

weeks in the last month because .

of illness, Cooper snid,

In non-scoring swims, Welch
was 2Gth in the butterfly (1:04.65)
and 28th in the individuol medley
(1:18.76), and Harrison was 27th
in the 50 freestyle (25.81) and
33cd in the butterfly (1:04.65).

Heather Yogiela finished 18th
(5:28.92) and Scailen 21st

(5:32.74) in the 500 freestyle.
Bethany Budde dropped two sec-

onds oand wos 15th in the
breaststroke (1:09.90).

North Farmington's Carrie *
Worthen was 21st in the
Brenststroke and 25th in the IM.
Shannon O'Brien finished 20th in
the IM, Mandy Terrell 26th in
diving and Becky Ashburn 31st in
the butterfly. The Raiders had re-
spective finishes of 21st and 24th
:n the 200 and 400 freestyle re-
nys.

ica consideration time of 1:00.37.
Hoeflein dropped eight seconds

Farmi and Farmington
Hills Harrison had no state quali-
fiers.
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WHY WEIGHT!|

SAVE UP TO *500°°

Compact, Complete, Guaranteed for Life.
lose weight. Add muscle. There's nothing else to buy. Sole
price includes optiona! PecDec, Vertical Knee Raise/Dip, and
205-pound weight stack. The EX500 is made in America.
Net Toiwon, With the added confidence of a limited Lifetime
Wartranty. So don't wait — sale ends 11-29-92.
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Ask about our Prevention Malntenance Program
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