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O/K education reform

'B¥ Tim RICHARD

* BTAFF WRITER

* Michigan will aco a third entry

‘Monday in the 1994 school tax re-

Jorm swecpstakes.

' Educators are expected to meet

“~'soon in Redford Union School
District to launch a petition drive

« for the so-called “"G/K pmponnl "
o, It's almed at i sta

Kearmey eaid the plan would
force both the atate and lJocal
boards to fund schools properly
and cut property taxes. As ho out.
lined his principles:

The state would be required to
fund 60 percent of all K-12 public
schools, with the lottery proceeds
asa bonus. “This would bring the

.[‘undlng for public schools nntl
ringing some cquity betweon
ich und poor districts.

* is named for Detrolt at-
wrm:) David Olmatead, one of the
HPPE team recontly defented for
re:clection to the school board,
and C. Philip Kearney, profeasor
of education at the University of
Michigan,

“Also likely to face votera are;

B The “KIDS" propossl, to
amend the state constitution by
guaranteelng  “equity” — and
thereby allowing o lawsult under
which a court could order massive
+funding changes,

n Thu Gmup of 12 plnn. a bipar-

]

of state
funding back to the levels of the
carly 1970s,” snid Kearney, Cur-
rently, state achool aid is $3 bil-
lion, and local taxes are $5 bitlion.
B Voters would not be asked to
approve j tax increase, The Legis-
lature would be forced to deal
with it.
B “All new state money" would
be earmarked for schools and tax
relief.
W Property assessment Increases
would be limited to the rate of
conaumcr price inflation.

@ Out-of-formula districts, which
get no general state aid, would ba
‘held harmless” — they could not
lose whnt thuy have. State aid for
— such as specinl ed-

tisa: to elimi-
nnto ail $5 biltion in locnl achool
property taxes for eperations and
replace them with higher atate in-
come and single business taxcs.
The Legislature could implement
it without veter approval, but vot-
ers in 1994 would be offered a
chance to substitute a higher
‘enlcs tax for the other atate taxes,

EThc O/K plan

{ The O/K plan hos support from
oth In-formula districts (which
ceive state aid) and out-of-for-

tnuln districts (which rely entirely
n local proporty taxes). So far,

there is no organized opposition,
Supporters will seck 295,000

ucation — would be frozen at cur-

rent levels,

“If, over the past several years,
the state hod assumed a larger
share of the cost, we wouldn't ba
facing this situation,” Kearney
argued.

KIDS plan alive

Born in Washtenaw County,
the KIDS plan was born in 1990
but faltered on its way to the bal-
lot,

“We're planning a fresh start,”
Barbara Ebeling, chair of the Yp-
silanti-based group, said in mid-
1992, The acronym stands for
“Knowledge Is Democracy’s Safe-
guard.”

C

cgislature. L would

ave 40 days to adopt it. If they
don't, O/K is automatically on
2he ballot.

g;nlm signatures to bring it to the

isn
amendment  sponscred unsuc-
cessfully by Rep. Kirk Profit, D-
Ypsilanti, It calls for “equal op-

proposal joining fray

portunity for education for each
public elementary and secondary
school pupil.”

In states with such it
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tional language, underfunded
achool districts have been able to
sue for massive cqualization in
funding. Kentucky, for example,
possed $1 billlon in new taxes,
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lowered the richer di and
increased the poorer ones.

The Michigan State Chamber
of Commerce is adamantly ap-
posed, Rich Studley, vice presi-
dent for governmental relations,
calls it “a wolf in sheep's cloth-

ng.

“The KIDS proposal clearly
opens the door for litigation that
could casily result in court-or-
dered levels of government spend-
ing— perhapa even court-ordered
tax increnses,” Studlcy said.
Group of 12

Odds are slim that the bipar-
tisan Group of 12's reform plan
will get through the Legislature in
ita abbreviated post-election sea-
sion,

It was crofted by Rep. Glenn
Oxender, R-Sturgis, author of sev-
eral plans over the ycars to ro-
place local property taxes with a
state income tax.

‘The group will be reduced ta 10
next year. Rep, Wilfred Webb, D-
Hazel Park, is retiring, and Rep.
James Kosteva, D-Canton, lost
his re-clection bid.

If adopted, the plan would yield
about $4,700 per student state-
wide, Currently Michigan's 6§62
school districts spend  between
$2,000 and $9,000 per pupil. If
adopted, 1t could remove the need
for either the O/K or KIDS pro-
posals.

The plan was developed in
secrecy in Lansing and so far has
had no public hearing. Gov. John
Engler {3 cool to the call for in-
creased state taxes,
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PROFESSIONALLY CRAFTED
GIFTS OF ART
TO GIVE ¢ TO USE ¢ TO WEAR
FREE ADMISSION
PUBLIC WELCOME

NOVEMBER 30-DECEMOER 12
10AM-SPM MON-FRI
10AM-4PM SAT, 12:4PM SUN
MASTERCARD & VISA WELCOMED

BIRMINGHAM BLOOMFIELD
ART ASSOGCIATION
1516 S. CRANBROGK ROD.
BIRMINGHAM, MI 48009
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Eniay DLucious Coonis
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Maciius Bakery

CHRISTMAS i GRAND MANOR

Holidzy splendor wherever you look. Dozzns of florists and extibitors create the magic,

An unforgettable expericace. A very special causc, All proceeds are used to presene

Oakland University's Meadow Brook Hall

NOVEMBER 29 - DECEMBER 13, 1992

Celebrate the season in one of the world's most magnificent historic homes,

Mundseds of volunteers help make it happen. Thousinds ¥isit cvery year.
Santa Claus, Gift sliops, Free Parking. ;

and maintzin Meadow Brook Hall for future genemtons.

[ $1.00 OFF WITH THIS AD |

Rochester, Michigan
(313) 3703140

HOLI

WALK THROUGH

Saturday
December 5
12:00 p.m.

DAY

- 3:00 p.m.

« Photography Exhibit by Monte Nnglcr in
the Mall within the Plaza.

* Fragments collection at Roz & Sherm.
® Matsuda Eyewear Trunk Show at

* Informal Modeling at

D.O.C. Optique.

o Michigan Opera Theatre Holiday Carollers

1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. strolling

Don Thomas Sporthaus,

® Product Demonstrations at
Damman Hardware,

What kind

of gift gw@r |
 are you?

Take this simple test.

Upright, practical X
(and economical)

That’s you, if you selected this
polished brass piano larnp that
<an stand up or bend to your witl.
Many more styles [n stock to
choose from. Reg. $143.90

Sale $992% !

A flair for the Hlowery
(and economical)
You'li give something like
this 12" high, Lily Pad table

lamp [n antique brass with
pink shade. Reg. $69.95

Sale $4998

Very contemporary, flexible
ical
{and economical) %

This Nexlble light will match your
personality. Use it Lo light a
computer terminal, video
equipment or reading malterial,

-at Sanders.

throughout the plaza.

o Free holiday mug (while supplics last)
12:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. throughout the plaza.

 Free bag of samples [rom
Gail's Office Supply.

* Magnetic Picture Frame Giveaway
12:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. at Frames Unlimited.

» Informal Modeling at Loretta Lorion.

* Monte Nagler book signing Starements
of Life 12:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. at Metro News.
o Photos with Santa 12:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
at Concourse 1-Hour Photo.
® Product Demonstrations at
Sauces ‘N' Tosses.
* Gourmet food samplings at R.LK.S.
 Foiled mint samplings plus one
single scoop sundae free with purchase
of the same from 12:00 p.m, - 3:00 p.m.

BECOME PART OF THE TRADITION

New Holiday hours beginning
November 29-December 23

Open Thursday evenings until 8 p.m. .

and Sundays 12:00 p.m. -

5:00 pm,

A Collection of Thirty - Three Distinctive Shops and Services

]
Telegraph at Maple

Choice of 12 or 18—wllh
base and bulb. Reg. $79.95
Sale $642%

Traditional romantic

(and economical)
You'll go for these mini Tiffiny
table lamps offered in a wide A
variety of styles and colors,
starting at 11° high.
Reg, from $99.95
Sale from $6923

Our lighting consultants will help you N
express yourself with the perfect glft for the holidays.
But humry. Our Hollday Sale ends December 19th.

- Chge,

“Where Good Idcas Come to Light ld:as Come to Light

Blonmne.m HRochester
6580 Telegraph at ~ 45319 Oland Itlvcr. 200 E. Second St..
Maple Rd. One ML W. of N E. of Malu St.
626.23%8 JM-BIBD G31-4302




