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sinco the viable Canadian mar-
kets aro either in usc or unin-
torested, tho new markets must
be built in the United States,

“Canadtan football is one of the
best kept scerets In  sports,”
Glicberman saltd. “But there {8 an
attitude among Canadians thot
thelr game will nover sell in the
U.S. They point to the failures of
the World League of American
Football and the United States
Football League. But Canadion
footbel offers an alternative game
to the NFL, It's a faster, more en-
tertainment-oriented game and it
offers & professional franchise to
cities that can't support NFL
football. In the CFL, we can cxist
in a city of just 650,000 people.
‘This is a whole different situa-
tion.”

‘The goal for the CFL, according
to Smith and Glicherman, is to
eventually form three 12-tcom di-
visions. There is even talk of an-
nexing the European division of
the WLAF.

CFL in Motown?

One of thoss eventual now
teams, Glieberman hopes, will be
located in Detrolt, with Tiger Sta-
dlum as ita home field.

“When I bought the Ottawa
franchise, I gained the rights to
the franchiac in Detroit irreapec-
tive of Ottawe,” Glisherman said.
“But I don't really want to ac-
tivate those rights yet. It will take
somo time to develop Detroit, but
I .would love to bring the CFL
here."

Glicberman, angry over a pro-
posed 10-year lease agreement
with the city of Ottawa, threat-
ened to move the Rough Riders to
Detroit this year.

“No way was I going to sign a
leaso for the right to lose moncy
every year for 10 years," he said.
“I wanted a leage agrecment com-
parable to what the other seven
teams have, I wanted more con-
ceszion rights, I wanted a moro
reasonable rent, I mean, I had the
worst lcuno agreement in  the
leaguo.”

After somo spirited debate —
one councilman wrote an edltorial
in the Ottawa Citizen calling
Glieberman greedy and incom-
patent — the city counci! made
the neccssary adjustments to ap-
pease Glicberman. The council
was expected to officially approve
a new lense agreement on
Wednesday.

“You have to underatand that
Ottawa is a very political town,
like Washington, D.C.,, in the
states,” sald sports writer Don
Campbell, who covers the Rough
Riders for the Citizen. “And for
four or five years, the city ran the
team and couldn't make it work.
So, there 1s a group of very myopic
citizens that dumped on Bernie
and pointed him as a villain. But
the true fan, and the fans that
Bernle will bring back to the
team, nccept him and view him as
the answer to the team's prob-
lems, He's put his money into the
team and he hosn't asked for a
cent l'ram the taxpayers.”

CFL: expnnd or dishand

As for immediate expansion,
Glicberman believes that fran-
chises in San Antonio and Sucra-

@ ‘Canadian footbali Is
one of the best kept
secrets In sports.’

Bernie Glieberman

to 1ast weekend for the Grey Cup
ceremonles, but nothing official
was worked out. San Antonio and
Secramento must be approved by
Jan, 1 to compete in the 1993 sca-
sotk,

Those opposed to expanston,
which Includes owners in Winni-
peg and Vancouver as well as for-
mer players and staunch Canadi-
an nationalists, are concerned
that opening up the game to
Americans will limit the opportu-
nities for Canadinn playsrs. They
worty about the added travel,
They wonder how the game will
sell in tho United States when
there is so much apathy and so
many dying franchiscs in Canada,

“Thare is this Canadlan psyche
that, for some reason, thuy are not
ns good sa Americans,” Glicber-
man said, “I'm consistently hear-
ing from my Canadian colleagues,
“You know us Canadians, we have
this complex?” Why? It's beyond
me. 'Fhere is nothing wrong with
the quality of our game. The game
itself is fine. Why worry that it
won't make it in the United
States when it’s lasted 116 years
here in Cenada?

. “John Candy (comcdlun ond
the old

mento will be admitted by next
year, Soon to follow, Glieberman
said, will be Portland and St. Pet-
ersburg.

League governors met in Toran-

me, ‘Bernie, when you take this
game to America and it goes, then
the Canadian fans wnll say what a
great game this is.’ It's like it has
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to succeed in the U,S. bofore tho
Canadians wilt accept it.”

Glicberman admits that therc
are sevoral issues, like Canadian
content, a draft and travel, that
need to be worked out, But 'those
fasues shouldn't block progreas.

“It's very aimple: The CFL can-
not make it with eight teams. The
probloms we have now won't go
awny unless we expand and
broaden our reach,” he sald. “As
it is now, when ono team gets into
financial trouble, the rest of us
hold our breath becuuse wo cun't
play with seven teams.”

But Glicherman is optimistic
and patlent. The foundation has
been laid both for the Rough Rid.
ers and the future of the CFL.
And, as any builder will tell you,
you "take It brick by brick, ono
step at a time,

“I've -done exactly what I
promised I would do,” Glicher.
man sald. I made the foutball
team better. I've made it a team
the people of Ottawa can bo proud

to watch, I've got the very best
pcuplu running the football opera-
tion. We're in there doing all that
we can to help expand and
strengthen the league. That's
done. Everytlnng is [n place. Now,
just let it grow.”

SPORTS SHORTS

1tems for the Sports Roundup
shouid be submitted by 5 p.m.
Tuesday (for Thursday issue) and
5 p.m, Friday (for the Monday Is-
sue).

H REILLY 8 MVP

Heather Reilly, a senior from
Farmington Hills (North Farm-
ington), reached the league quar-
terfinala at No. 2 doubles and was
Lako Forest College's tap singles
player — dlstinctions that carned
her selection as the team’s most
valuable player in tennia,

B ICE SPEEDSKATERS

A brother and sistor from
Farmington Hills placed in the
1992 Blue Caro Network
Thanksgiving Classic short-track
ice apeedskating competition
Nov. 28.29 at Walker Arenain
Muskegon.

Josh Sklar, a Wamer Middle
School sixth-grader, was fourth in
the Juvenite Boys (12-13) divi-
sion. Elyse Sklar, an Eagle Ele-
mentary third-grader, was third In
the Pony Girls (8-9) competition,

‘The Sklars represent Wolverine
Sports Club, which uses Berkley
Ice Sports Arena as Iu‘s home lcﬂ.

tion, Elyno was firet in Jackson
and second in Midland. Josh was
third and fourth, respectively.

W COACH'S CORNER

The Pistons/Wellness Plan
Coach’s Cornor will bo § p.m.
Monday, Dec. 7, at Buddy’s Pizza
on Northwestern Highway. Orlan.
do Woolridge of the Plstons is the
scheduled guest.

‘There will be a brief interview,
conducted by George Bloha, with
assistant coach Brenda Malane
and Woolridge, followed by a
question-and-answer period with
the fans. There is no charge for
admisaion.

H GIRLS HOOP TRYOUTS

The West Oakland Chargers
girls basketball team will have
tryouts 1-3 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 6,
at Northville High School for ages
11-14, Tho Chargers have won six
state championships in the fast .
three years.

For information eall Larry
Cupp {420-0681) for ages 11 and
13, BIl) Kobus (363-0014) for oge
12 and Jim Wickett (645-1913) for
age 14. The age division is deter-
mined by the player's age as of
Jan. 1. ﬁ tryout fee of $16 will be
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