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‘Damien’ exceptional show

Performances of the Trinity
House Theatre production of
“Damien” continue through Dee.
27 at Trinity House in Livonia.

,Fgggz ticket information call 464

BY RoY GOODMAN

7 SPECIAL WRITER

. The story of Father Damien
. DoVeuster is familiar, yet it
; seoms an unlikely source for a
» play, This is the story that Trini.
; ty House Theatro has choson to
+ present, with Jeffrey Hedcen e
the solo actor in Aldyth Morris’s

seript,

* . A play with only one actor must
¢ be difficult onough to construct,
' and Morris chose a most unusual
+ framowork for hers, It is 1936, and
. DeVouster's body has just been
* disinterred from the cemetery In
=.the leper colony on Molokai. As
the body is transported back to
his ‘homeland of Belgium for a
hero's burial, DcVeuster remin-
isces from beyond the grave.

‘Thu playwright, the actor, and
director Scrah Hedeen have all
made thelr material work. At firat
a bit skeptical and confused, the
audience is quickly drawn Into
the story of Damien DeVouster's
fo and work.

“Sinco he gave up many of his
rights, much of his contact with
the outside world, and eventually
his health, and his lfe work with
a colony of lepers — all of them

discased and dying, many horri-
bly disfigured — it's casy to think-
of DoVeuster ns an almest {mpos-
sible saint. .

But In Jeffroy Hedeen's hands,
DcVeuater becomes a fully di-
mensional human boing heedlng
“n coll within a call.”

He struggles with his temper,
and with his vows of chastity. The
latter succcesfully. We seo De-
Veuster taking up the cause of the
lepers without any specific plans,
and without any real idea of what
to expect, Through tho narration,
he grows into the task which he
hae accepted. When he refers to
the quarantined exiles as “my
lepers,” ho is paternal, but not
paternalistic or patronlzing.

And what of tho lopors? There
are specific instructions for the
handling of victims of leprosy, but
little or no information on what
becomes of the victims,

Although “Damien,” is mainly
tho story of DeVeuster, it 1s also
the story of the leper colony and
the lopers.

Just as Leviticus would exilo
the affticted Into death-in-life,
Hawali’s neggardly and unsym-
pathetic Board of Health seems to
have exiled its lepers to
rambshackle huts on the ene in-
clement part of the islands, Al
most §n passing, but very effec-
tively, “Damien” recounts the
human cost of this policy.

1 have to wonder what DoVous.

tor would have thought if he had’

walted nnother 66 years to stop
outeide his koa wood casket and
look at the world.

The Father Damien of the play
never questions the necessity for
the draconian public-health mea-
sures of his day, although he lived
through the dlscovery of Hansen's
baclllus and he might have
learncd posthumously that lepro-
sy 18 not o highly contagious dis-
ease.

Would he have seen AIDS a8 a
modern day leprosy? What would
he have thought of our haphazard,
media-driven public health ef+
forts? “Damlen,” docs not ad-
dress these issues, but it manoges
to hold the sudlence's interest.

Trinity Houso is a tiny, inti-
mate auditorium, and this is ob-
viously not a -alick, high-budget
production, Yet “Damien,” mokes
the most of the minimal stage fur-
niture, and the lnth‘nnw‘ ‘sculng.
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New works:
P

Hedeen'’s p trained
voice was at times too loud for the
confined sprco, and on the first
weekend of the play's run, he
bricfly forgot a few lines.

Much more &mportun(,' howev-

or

The Detroit Dance Collective will premiere two works during its per-
f as part of the Oakland Community College’s Winter Arts Festival on
campus 739 S. Washington, on the corner of Lincoln in Royal Oak. Performances
8p.m. Frtdfzy‘and' Saturday, Dec. 4 and 6. The picces were created by the compa-
ny's co-artistic directors Barbara Selinger of Farmington Hills and Paula Kramer. -
Tickets $8 general, $6 students and seniors. Call 544-5550. S

er, ho me
that this {s how Father Damien
DeVeuster would have looked,
gounded and though. Sceing
“Damien” was like reading a well-
written work of non-fiction.

WHAT'S COOKING

“To get your announcements in
What's Cooking, send items to
be considered for publication to:
Keely Wygonik, Entertainment

Editor, the Observer & Eccentric
~'Newspapers, 36251 Schoolcraft,
.Livonla 48150. -

| HOA KOW RESTAURANT

. Yocal Michael Kricger is appear-

“'ifig at Hoa Kow Reataurant, 4301
Orchard Lake Road, corner of
Lone Pine in the Crosswinds
Mall, 7-11 p.m. Thursdays, Dec.
3,10, 17 and 24th.

HL.THELARK
The Lark, 6430 Farmington Road,

north of Maple Road in Weat
Bloomficld {& offering an Old
English Holiday Feast, 7 p.m.
Tuesday and Wednesday, De.c8
and 9, Monday, Tuesday, and
Wednesday, Dec. 14, 16, 16, 21, 22
and 23, Dinner accompanied by
live music including madrigols
and carole. Cost $76 per person,

477-1777. Marco's ia at 32768 .
Grand River in the Village Com-
mons, downtown Farmington.

H STAR CLIPPER

All Aboard for the “Sante Claus
Special” leaving on Track One,
Sundays 1 and 2:30 p.m. Dec. 6,
13 and 20.

For reservations, call 960-9440.

Docs not include ges, tax or
gratuity. Call 661-4466 for reser-
vations.

s mr2C0'S

Marco’s is offering a special
Christmas Eve Dinner, Cost per
person ia $26.95, children under
12, $12.95, For reservations, call

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

Mon. & Tues, Night:
hic Show
ednesdal

\  Plus

STEAK HOUSE 537-5600
SUNDAYS

37331 Five Mile RA. Corner of Eitend

Monday - Euchre Night

Lunch ol
‘Thuraday, Friday K Saturday Night - NU Matix

o st

DITTILIES
~Wednesdays-

Open 11 A.M.

._Businessmen's Lunches
ALL
o wg)mwmst
FASHION RIME
SHOW RIB
mmdﬂy “‘:Im bone ta
12 {iooon -:-,‘_.-::; s 1 095
2pm. IS

Including:
» Wayne's World
« Anlmal House

« Bachelor Party
« And many morel

OPEN 365 DAYS!

Farmington Livonia
34783 Qrand River m’“.&o ll::.’.-’

O Mockn eaet o Crakef

.} 473-1124 464-7733

HY

500 Schoo| craft.s Opposite Ladbroke. ORC
5 ‘425-5520

LETIGUIED SATXING » DALY 240M SAT! o 3)-60 W « OPEH SUNDA

+ Weekend at Bernles

DINNERS from *7°8
COCKTAIL HOUR
4-7 P.M. Dally

gvERY Cocktall Hour
WED 4 P.M.-Closing

NOW APPEARING...
THE SHOWCASEMEN
NoW BODKING m]mgt':'z-'_rs

RESERVE NOW FOR CHRIATMAS PARTIZS

G\’eﬁzc

" Restaurant
36000 Seven Mile
Livonla + 442-2228

DAILY SPECIALS
~Calt for Details—
MONDAY
is FAMILY NIGHT
Kids 10 and Under
EAT FOR ONLY *1.00

Sunday Friday
Brunch Fish F
9:30-3.00 sSlw & fries
$7.45 || .2:22
WEDNESDAY

ALL YOU CAN EAT

i
ctm’;u:u h 56,95

DIRNER

LUNCH

24731 W. frven Mor. Redhorid
5034320

DAILY SPECIALS
—MONDAY -
PI2ZA & PITCHER
B toess B v l‘ﬂ'ln‘ 1 0150

—TUESDAY—
st 5,95

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT
Spaghett or Mostaccloli wity
dnner salsd.

ll'salgs'

~THURSDAY~
YANKEE POT ROAST

e T L L
—FRIDAY -
Lemon-Pepper

BAKED HADDOCK
Soup, 2134, potato or rice.

w'4.95

| ersited. Boston Scro;
‘Chicken' Scallopine
. Las;g'n:’;‘uéu‘;iaylauaial!:hxo)‘

oe P
3
101
e R L
REDFORD
537.0740

427-1000 -

“NEW.YEAR'S EVE CELEBERATION a

, % ROMA'’S

of Garden City
27777 Schoolcraft .
(1'0lk, West OF tnkster Rd.) 32550 Cherry Hlli
Livonia Garden City

- Lavish Gourmet Buffet both locations featuring...
RIME RIB in lerb Blanket, Prendum Bar (Pkg. 6)
Live BAND ant D} Entertainment
Black Tie Optional
All Reserved Seartng
80 Per Couple
If porchased by 12-20:92 ¢
Alter 12-21:92 1108 per sple
You must be 21 & avet 1o atierlp -

£25-1430

Continnons Entertaimment

it
NIGHT’S CREED & PRELUDE

ftack Tte Opttanal

Alt Resrcved Seating

4100 Per Couple
tpunbased by 122592+

AT T e e
OYou must e 23 A& ince 1o aitend)

427-9110

- Taste the Difference -
[ DINNER SPECIAL —

%5.95 MON.-THURS.
3PM - 7PM
CHOICE OF ANY ONE ITEM:
LASAGNA, FETTUCINI, ALFREDO,
SPAGHETT) & MEATBALLS,
VEAL PARMIGIANA, BAKED SCROD
ILAN

Sicl
INCLUDES: SALAD, COFFEE
and DESSERT

EXPIRES 12-17-92

AUTHENT(C MEXICAI_V CUISINE
TMEXICAN il
| SAMPLER gt 2.0 |
TWO e
|

05

Dine-In Onty « With Coupan
|, i 2.1 Nod s v Ay Oas o |

S.29 PIHs

At Laffrey's, we cut it the way you want it.
That's the thick or thin of it!

) .

s/

(S |
STEAKS ON THE HEARTH

24201 West Seven Mile (at Telegraph)
(313) 538-4688

OR A LOT!

. ,_ Present this ad and receive ——l
a complimentary appetizer
with the purchase of any entree. |
Limit onc per table
uwl valid in conjunction with any other o(frr.J

Dining - Cocktails - Banquets

Eror 2 nights
thiru 1-4-93
ru- --

1
' Sat, Dec. 12th’

' only... 14"

: with cleanling recelve a !
'

FREE MOVIE RENTAL !
Livonta Location Only  ?

bevanonansme=d

Christmmas in Plymouth
19th Annual
Christmas Arts & Crafts Show

Friday, Saturday & Sunday
December 4, 5 & 6

Hours: Frl. & Sat. 11-6 « Sun. 12-5

FREE ADMISSION & PARKING
In the Plymouth Cultural Center+ 525 Farmer

For more information call 455-6620

Spansoted by The City of Plymauth Dept. of Parks &




