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!BY JosgPH HOFFMAN
\BEECIAL WHITER

Another macabre menace has
arisen on the local thrash/metal
seene und their name is Concrete
Rattle.

Definitely not the kind of rattle
you want In your children's
hands. This enc has sharp edges.

“Our music isn’t about perfec-
tion and technique, it's pretty
much about chaos and attitude,”
18aid Pete Falk, who is the band’s
Ipercussionist.

1 This band's raw r

youdon't
rattle. One word evokes hardness the other
noise, But then if you're a band with and atti-
tude and muste that's about chaos, Concrete
Rattle is an approrplate moniker.

his waist-length mone to match
his pounding bass lines.

The band’s latest driving com-
position deemed, “Touch Freak,”
i their satire of what they call
"aurﬂtwo-l‘ncad bureaucratic sys-

g

“It's dike the government tells
you one thing to get your vote.
Then once they got that, they do
just the opposite,” shouts Burnett
to a captive audience at West-
1and’s Studie Lounge,

Another seng of honorable

tion i

sound is their prided trademark,
hest described as controlled cha-
03,

The members of this chaos are
Jimmy Burnett of Taylor who
yunleashes the band’s voeals, J.T,
\Monrae of Weatland attacks the
ipultar, Jocy Neely of Westland
]pluys o refulgent bass and Pete
iFalk of Garden City puts the
{thunder into the drum kit.

“What differentiates our music
from other bands on the local
scene is that we don't play
istraight-ahead commercial
lrack'n'roll,” Monroe said. “We
itake a lot of left turns when all
ithe other bands are making right
‘turns.

¢ *“In other words, we don't pay

'attention to the radio charts and
MTV and pottern oursclves after
‘what's going over well out there,
‘We do what we want to do.”

What they do is entertain the
audience with o wry stage pres-
ence.

, On stoge you'll find Burnett
¢ontributing the high-energy vo-
¢cals as he scizes the microphone
with sardonic conviction. Falk
pummels his pink drum set
ddorned with akulis,

¢+ Monroe rips through the neces-
sury chords that drive their dis-
tinet sound while Necly shakes

8 o rock origi-
nal called, “I Don't Believe,"
semething of a cross between the
Red Hot Chili Peppers and
Slayer.

Tuneful quartet:

One interesting and gutsy as-
pect of this band’s stage show Is
their free-form jom style.

Often the band will just start
playing something off-the.cuff on
stage and just go out with it to see
how it turns out,

“A lot of bands won't do frec-
form becousc they're worrled
about messing up,” Monroe said.
“We don't care about that, We'll
give it a shot, It often turns out
pretty good.”

“We just write whatever we
come up with, not following what
is supposcd to be a ‘this is good
music, 8o if we do that style we'll
be good too' sort of thing.”

“It's not that we don’t care,”
Neely added. “It’s just that we're
going our own thing, what we fecl
s good.”

This is the attitude thot sets

tho pace for this band thet has
been evolving for the past threo
years since its formatlon,

They say the next step for them
is to get on a bus and tour for a
couple of years and sce what be-
comes of that. Although thoy plan
on making it, they know that they
are from suburban Detroit and
that’s where their roots are.

“We will olways say we were
from Detroit,’” Neely said.
“Though we plan to travel and

h our sound out-of-state,

too.”

But, before they do that you
can still find these guys gigging
around town,

Conerete Rattle will perform
Saturday, Dee. 12, in the Shelter
at St. Andrew’s Hall, 431 E, Con-
gress, Detroit, For information,
call 961-MELT.

Members of Concrete Rattle include Peter Falk (from left), drums,
Jimmy Burnett, vocals, Joey Neely, bass, and J.T. Monroe, guitar.

‘Limits’ demands attention

Brothers’
1

verrn Brothers from Another
Planct's debut in the record-
ing world is much like their
stage presence — loud, un-
compromising
and demanding your undi-
vided attention.

On the local band's re-
lense, “Outer Limits,” there
is o chomeleon-like result
featuring scaring hard rock,
H groove drenched funk and
ventures in rastafarian reconnaissance.
There's cven a tad of torch and twang in the
sardonic ode to rednecks “Country Joe.”

While Brothers from Another Planet must
be lauded for such diversity, their true home
is in the land of the power chord and primal
screnrn of rack'n’roll.

Guitarist Gordon Spencer tcars off some
searing guitar licks — obviously putting his
blues upbringing to good use — in free-for-alls
“Forgotten Brothers” and “Metal Fatigue.”

: LARRY
. 0'CONNOR

Vaocalist and songwriter James Page also
mnkes some of his most evocative statements
in these king to sYelf-p

tion in “God Bless"” while decrying the living
causalities of war in “Forgotten Brother.”

In “Political Sounds,” a roiling rock num-
ber, Poge cuts o swathe through well-inten-
tioned socio-speak to revenl a telling vignette
of inner-city life. (* . . . little brother on the
street trying to fend for something to eat be-
cause he’s hungry/Little sister would go to
school to learn the golden rule but we've got
no money/This is my life. This is where I'm
from. . .")

While those numbers bear most of the lyri-
cal weight in these proceedings, there is due
time given to frivolity. “Swamp Thing” is a
delectable all-out, funk fest throw-down, driv-
en by gorging bioss lines and bluca-inspired

deliberate and chug along on an encegetic
beat. Also, Page goes all out in his best ya
mon persona.

Then again, onc thing Brothers from Anoth-
or Planet have never lacked is personality.
“Outer Limits" is evidence,

“High Noon {maxi-singlc),” Chain Reac-
tion: The light, breezy rock sound of this
three-song release is deceiving at times, Vo-
calist and songwriter Eric Harabadian draws
a paralle] between the daunting crime-ridden
strects of teday and the Wild West on the title
track (Hmmm., sound familiar?).

“High Noon” is perhaps the most commer-
cinlly viable number as the group otherwise

burks on some ambiti ix-minute plus
musical explorations. The lead guitar work of
Bob Drozd: ki strafes the realms of intoxi-

guitar.

The band's zest for reggae produces tangi-
ble results in two numbers: “Raggin Fo Ma
Muffin” and “Stuffin the Muffin,” Both ore

cating tranquility in “The .Party Principle” as
his playing pulls the song out from the morass
of beleagucred vocals and tedious arrange-

ments to match.

Mondsy, Dec. 7 -

PARADISE VALLEY JAZZ JAM
Alvin's, 5758 Cass, Delroit.
832.2355 "

Tuesday, Doc. 8.

LEEMURDOCK . E

1;“& )m, 6374 5. Mala St., Ann Arbor.
i

(IEI -1451

BLACK MALL

Blind Phg 208 S, First, Ann Arbor.

996-8555

cl‘bljl. BROTHERS WITH THORKETTA
D .

Alvin's, 5756 Coss, Detrolt,

832.2355

Wednesday. Dec. 9

BHESSOHUOE

‘With Surteal ot GAtr's Gall, 43 N. Szg-
naw, Pontiac

334-9292

TOASTERS
Rick’s Cafe, 611 Church, Ann Ambor. (Ska}
996.2747
5!!!!,}:“ FOR ANN ARBOR TENMANTS

With Kiss Mo Sereoming ond Crackerbox
at Blind Pig, 208 S, First, Ann Arbor. (Al
temative rock) :

996-8555

Thursday, Oec. 10
JIM THACKERY
Sufly’s, 4756 Greonfleld, Dearborn.

VUDUHIPPIES

‘With Chivalry ot Gif's Gall, 48 N. Sagl-
naw, Pontioc, (Altemative pop)
334.9292

ASPHALY BALLET

The Rilz, 17580 Frozho, Roseville.

778.6404

VANCE QILBERT

‘r'r\u Ark, 637% S. Main St., Ann Arbor
oIk
61 1145 4

ABANDOKED YOI

UTH
With Amogba Junction at Paychecks,
2930 Conlfr, Homtramek.
874.0254

MAITRIES
Rlck's Cafe, 611 Church, Ann Arbor.
996.2747

HOLY COWS

With Crossed Wire ot Blind Pig, 208 S.
First, Ann Arbor, {Midwestem roots rock)
996-8555 -

Friday, Dec. 11

ANCE

With Park tho Kanna at Gnfr's Grl, 49 N.
Saginaw, Pontiac. (Rock)

3349292

GROOVESPOON

with Big Blue Couch ot Lil's, 2930 Jacob,
Ramtiamek, (Rock)

875.6555

STEVEN QORNALL & THE BLUE COLLAR

AND
Q Clwd, 29 S. Sognow St. Pontiac.
{Blues)
334-7311 )
THE RFD BOYS
The Ark, 637% S. Main S, Ann Atbor.
(;olk)

61-1451
RAMONA COLLINS.
Bird of Paradise, 207 S. Ashiey, Ann Ar-
bor, (Jozz)
662.8310
TYPE O KEQATIVE
Marquee, 8139 E. Seven Mile, Detrolt.
366-8633
UGLY BUT PROUD
P.‘;ycnecks, 2930 Caniff, Hamtramek.
874.0254

LARRY MCCRAY.

Rick's Cafe, 611 Church, Ann Arbor.
(Blues)

996.2747

TERRY FARMER AND THE BEAD BAND
Blind Pig, 208 S. First. Ann Abor,
996.8555

PHISH
Michigan Theatre, 603 £, Uberty, Ann Ar-

bor.

99-MUSIC

STRANGE BEDFELLOWS

With Rollinghead at Aivin's, 5766 Cass,
Dotolt. ;Almmutlvn rock)

832.2355

Twosome; Eric Burdon )
and the Brian Auger Band '
will perform two shows at &,
and 11 p.m. Saturday, Dec.)

12, at Alvin’s in Detroit.
i

Saturday. Dec. 12 : Y
JESUS LIZARD B
The P:;lgcsth:. 4150 Woodward, Detral
833.9850 4
JAMES COTTON
Sully's, 4756 Greenfield,
{Blues harmonica)

46-1920

Desivorn.’

101087 TRIBES y
With Smokehouse 2t Grf's Grill, 49 N.
Soglnaw, Pontiac. B
334.9292 i
MIND i
With Last Minute at Uli's, 2930 Jacob,
Hamuamck. S
875.6555 .\

STEVEN GORHALL & THE BLUE COM’
gClub, 29 S. Soginaw St., Pontiac. “
34-74211 5

FIRST ANNUAL KITTY WALLACE CONCERT,
WITH PAT'S PECPLE *
Tho Ark, 637% S. Maln St., Ann AfDOL -
folk)

61-1451

RAMONA COLLINS i
Bird of Patadise, 207 S, Ashley, Ann A
bor. {Jan} H
662-8310

HAVENOTS M
With Ring Leader ot Poychecks, 2930
Canlff, Hamtramek. N
8740254

JACK O PIERCE
Rick’s Cafe, 611 Church, Ann Asbor,
996.2747

ROBOROS
Blind Pig. 208 S. First, Ann Arbor.
996.8555

ERIC BURDON & BRIAN AUGER BAND
Alvin's, 5756 Cass, Detroit. Two shows at
8and 11 g.m. +
832.235: H
HOPE QRCHESTRA N
With Fly Awpy Hab, Homtramek Pubs
2048 Caniff, Kamtramek.
365.3829 '
‘
Sunday. Dec. 13 :
JESSE RICHARI i

Ann Arbor.

88 DS
The Ark, 637% 5. Main St.,
tlotk) R
761-1451 4

ACOUSTICS AT INDUSTRY .
With Chris ang Nick from Crossed Wira
and Beggors & Choasers 11 p.m. (o 1:30
o.m. In the Saroki Room at lndustry, §5 5,
Saginaw, Pontiac. .
334.1999

BLUES JAM
Blind Pig, 208 S, First, Ann Arbor.
996-8555

MUTANT PRESS
I-Rock, 16350 Hamper.
881-7625

STREET SENSE

Barbara,

‘I'his is a mes-
soge left in my
telephone  mail-
box:

This message
is regarding “No
Longer Copable
of Standing Suf-
fering,”” your
8‘?5,‘,}# Nov. ¢ column,
——— " This maon is de-
{pressed and needs therapy. You
ore o trained therapist and you
don’t sce it. 1 suffer from manic-
{depressive disorder and I know
what depression is. Thls man
wants ta kill himsclf; he wants to
die. It's not juat his physieal ino-
bilities, it is in his mind. He
needs counscling. 1 suggest you
change your answer,

Dear Cailer,

Thenk you for your messago. In
your communication you made
the point that “No Longer Capa.

i
i
%

writer who’s suffering really needs counseling

ble of Standing Suffering” needs
anti-depressant medication. I am
in complete pgreement with you
on this point.

In his letter, he indicated that
he had previously seen th i

that you advocate.
Barbara

Dear Barbara,
Plense print this letter in re-
sponsc to “No Longer Capnble of

Certainly, we must held out help
for every patient. If he has been
on medication which did not help,
different medication that he hna
not should be tried until he re-
ceives one that does help.

Also, it is essential that he con-
tinue the psychotherapy that
should accompany proper medi-
cation.

My response was to the ques-
tion: What can we do when all
help has failed? My reply was to
this specific point and not to the
general dlscussion of the treat-
ment of depression. Since I am re-
ally in agreement with you, may [
add in this response the fervent
liope that you successfully contin-
ue the therapy course direction

While I cannot say that I un-
derstand your suffetings, can tell
you that on mony cccasions, for
many years, 1 wished desperately
to die. What I may tell you, you
may very well have heard, but I
think it should be said.

When I have found myself
shaking ond crying uncontroll-
ably, wishing for death to seize
me, I have alwaya been comforted
by prayer. As I think about the
sufferings of others, those who are
being tortured, those in the midst
of civil war, those who have made
their suffering a blessing for oth-
ers by comforting them and
spreading hope, 1 think how sel-
fish 1 am and how lucky F am to
have so much promiae before me.

You have promise, too. it's ooz-
ing from your letter and 1 belicve
in your heart you don't want to
die. You are right that you deserve
better and credit for finishing col-
lege and returning to work. But
why did you? You must want in
your heart to believe — and you
shoutd — that you have a purpose
in life.

Lastly, you say you do not want
to put your problems on others. I
ask you: what are you doing to
your family when you have com-
mitted suicide?

1 don’t want to undermine your
suffering, I only want you to have
the will to live. Please rethink
your position, There is at least
one peraon out here who believes
in you and is praying for you.

Dear Helpful,

‘Thank you for your good inten-
tiona to help “NLCSS.” I hope
that the person to whom you ded-
jcated your letter takes heart and

!

understands that there are many
peopla like you who really do care
about what happens to other peo-

We have just celebrated the
Thanksgiving holiday. 1t would
be wonderful if we could be dedi-
cated to giving thanks 365 days a
year, B :

Barbarn

Dear Ms. Schif: - .

I have o disabling illness that
affects my brain and nervous sys-
tem in ways I never could have
imagined before I got ill, It can af-
fect my emations and optimism in
terrible ways simply because my
brain is directly nffected. Maybe
the man who Ia contemplating
suicide has something new wrong
with his brain. Either his illneas
could have directly affected his
brain or his medications could
have changed his “self.” If this is
true, he may havo to pressure his
doctor to figure it out. That is still

better than his present dilemma.
Do Not Use My Name

Dear Do Not Use My Name,

Your letter, together with the
others who have responded to
“No Longer Capable of Standing
Suffering,” proves that there are
loving people, who have sufferctl
and do suffer, and who are willing
to share their pain in order tp
help another human being whom
they do not know personally.  »

My thanks to you and to the
many people who feel the way yoir
do and, 1 hope, put their feclings
into actions. .

Barbara :

If you have @ question or coni-
ment for Barbara Schiff, a traincd
therapist and experienced coun-
selor, send it to Street Sense, Ob-
server & Eccentric Newspapers,
36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia 4815(.
You can also lcave a message by
calling 953-2047, maitbox 1877, on
a {ou:h-mnc phone,



