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Madonna marks 45 years prepared for future challenges

Madonna  University maorked
{ts 46th anniversary last week
with liturgy, campus activities
and the ennouncement that the
school has completed a five-year
$10 million fund-raising com-
paign and met o Kresge Founda-
tion Challenge grant deadline of
Dee, 1.

Madonna is the largest Catho-
lic Franciscan University in the
Unlted States.

“From its founding in 1947 by
the Felician Sisters of Livenia,
Madonna has remained commit-
ted to the spiritual, educational

Let’s light
AT, There is o wise
old proverh that
soys "It is better
to light one can-

dle than to curse
the dark "
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and service-oriented misslon of
its Franciscan Catholic heritage,"”
said Sister Mary Froncllene, uni-
versity president.

In the university’s annual re-
port far 1991-1992, Sister Franci-
iene outlined the successes of the
school. Quoting from one of her
favorite ecriptural passes (Exodus
14:15) “T'cll the people to go for-
ward"” she urges suporters plan-
ning for the future: “Let us do it
together.”

An outgrowth of Presentation
Junior College, Madonnn has
grown from a small women’s col-

1 candle for peace and

us as representatives of a particu-
Iar group. He gave us the gift of
common ground,

He lit a candle that still glaws
— all the way up here in Michi-
gon. He inded us, in a power-

An incidence
hoppened in
New Orleans re-
cently that
brought home
this timeless
truth, My hus-
band and T were

REV. KATE
THORESEN
waiting ot o street car stop. The
African-American gentleman next

ful way, that there are certain
lights in the human spirit —
lights of hope, prace, love and
amazed joy — that transcend orti-
ficia! barriers.

These lights allow us to look
beyond materialism and find in-
trinsic worth in every human
being. We can luok beyond status
and find basic human dignity to
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to us sturted up a
“Wihere are you frem?"” he politely
asked,
“We're from Detroit.”
“Dee-troit? Well, how do you
like that! I was just there lnst

ugust.”

“Oh really? What brought you
to Detroit?"

“I was there for the national
meeting of the Progressive Nao-
tional Baptist Cenvention.”

*Oh, over at Hartford Memorial
Baptist Church?'

His eyes got big. “How do YOU
know about Hartford?" he asked
seemingly amazed.

My husband explained that I
was on the faculty ot the Hartford
Institute for Biblical Studics, The
staff of this dynamic 7,000-mem-
Ler congregation is intentionally
crenting  significant interracial
and interdenominntional  ties
throughout the Detroit metrapoki-
tan area.

The man's cyes opened even
wider in apparcnt astonishment
at the iden of a white woman
working with o prominent black
congregation. He broke into wide
grin. “Well, praise the Lord!” he
marveled,

“You know, the Rev. Dr
Charles Adams is one of the
greatest preachers in the entire
United State! Now you be sure to
tell Dr. Adnms that the Rev, BEd-
mund Walker of New Orleans
sends his greetings to him and to
thot fine cangregation!”

The incredible connection in
this colncidental mecting trans-
formed us from just seeing cach
other on the outside — an Afri-
can-American man and two white
tourists waiting for a strect car,
There was instead o warm recog-
-nition of an inner light, a light
which connected us as beloved
.children of the Living God.

Rev. Walker lit a candle and
.drove away the darkness of the
barricrs often created by external

T and quick )t
tians that we have nothing in
common. He reached out and lit
the candle that can overcome the
darkness of racism and segregn-
tion,

It wos a simple gesture, Just
starting o conversation with two
strangers. In getting to know us as
peaple rather then as invisible
abjects or faceless strangers of an-
other color, he acknowledged our

i rather than prejudged

Le and resf We
can discover the most dozziing lu-
minescent human spirit right be-
fore our eyes.

lege with 218 students to 4,419
men and women in 1992,

The liberal arts college started
out in the Felician Siaters
Motherh t School

varying in sge, cconomlc, relig-
ious, socinl and cultural back-
grounds. Sixteen percent of total
cnrollrr!ent is composed of minor-
: :

at Sc t and
Lovan and offered only four pro-
grams - education, social work,
medical technology and secretari-
al science. In 1959, Madonna was
accredited by the North Central
Agsoclation of Colleges and
Schools,

The school became coeduca-
tional in 1972, The university
prides itself on opening its doors
to both older and younger adult

The challenge before us this
season and in this Dotroit metro-
politan area is to find concreto
ways thot we can reach ncross the
barriers of race end segregation.
Through our actions and atf
tudes, we can light candles of
hope, love, joy, peace, cquality
and true goadwill,

We can do that in intentional
ways. We can build bridgns‘h@

As of 1991 quar-
terof the student were men.
1In 1976, the school initiated in-
terpreting programs for communi-
cation with deaf people and ad-
mitted the first deaf students.
Since that time, more than 600
deaf and hearing-impatired people
have enrolled at Madonna.
Madonna now offers more than
50 undergraduate programs along
with master's degrees in business,

equality

cates for one anather. We can help
sponsor economic redevelopment
programa, We can engage in vol-
unteer work together. We can
refusc to condone racist, sexist or
sny kind of diserimi: lan-

education and nursing.

In 1991, Madonna College be-
came Madonnn University, The
school hae had only five presi-
dents - Sister Mary Paula (1947-
1954), Sister Mary Assumpta
(1954-1960), Sister Mary Raynel-
da  (19G60-1365), Sister Mary
Danatha (1965-1976 and for the
last 16 years Sister Mary Franci-

ene, .

5 the 1960s the school's mojor
buildings were constructed. Addi-
tional buitding followed - the Ac-
tivitics Center in 1971, a new $4.5
million library and lecture hell in
1984, Educational Development
Center in 1987 and the acquired
Angelo DiPonio Bullding in 1991,

The announcement of the suc-
cessful five-year fund-raising
campaign and challenge grant,
will mean more improvements at
the Schooleraft and Levan cam-
pus. The challenge grant from the
Kresge Foundation is designed to
aid d in the lat-

24
guage. We can point to the posi-
tive and invite others to experi-
cnce the dynamic vitality that is
present in the city.

As people keep lighting these

ed fields.

“The Kresge Foundation ap-
proved a grant of $300,000 toward
Madonna's science renovation on
o challenge basis to assist the

tween our urban and
settings by visiting places of wor-
ship in Detroit. We can work
shoulder-to-shoulder on projects
like “Paint the Town.” We can
enter into joint educational cn-
deavors.

We can learn to listen to cach
other and perhaps become advo-

candles, metropolitan Detroit will
glow brightly, a dazzling beacon of
hope. And light will overcome the
darkness.

Rev. Katc Thoresen is dircctor
of Partnership Ministries at the
First Presbyterian Church in Bir-
mingham.

ity in raising the balance
of the $10 million campoign
which was $944,316,” explained
Sister Francilene.

Community leaders and friends
of the university 'also huve com-
mitted financial help over the
years.

“Our future is predicated on

hope and shared vision, We are a
living, Lreathing, dynamie com-
munity of people,” sald Sister
Francilene. u
“We cannot do all that our mis: |
sion challenges us to do without™
the support and invelvement of,
many caring individuals show ]
share the values, hopes and pur-}
poses of all humanity,” she add-?
ed, '
Last Thursday, administrators, }
faculty, staff and student repre-}
sentatives attended a Hturgy ufs
thanksgiving. Recognition was!®
given to many individual includ
ing those who hove been with t
university for 10 and 20 yenr peri- !

ods, \
i

Ann Marie Fowler, a junior mu-;
aic major, received the St. Cathe.}
rine Undergraduate Achicvement
Medal, The aword is presented:
each year through the Detroits
Chapter of Kappn Gamma P to i
student who has completed five)
semesters of college work at Mo
donna while maintaining & grade:
point average of 3.25 or better,  ©

On Saturday, university bene-;
factors participated in a special’
Eucharistic liturgy and banquel
Lifetime members of the Presi-
dent’s Cabinet werc presented;
with a medallion while thase who!
have given sustained support for.
five and 10 years reccived pln-(
ques. H

Donors, new to the President’s!
Cabinet, received pins. !

. With all the exciting new brealdhroughs In telecommunlica-
tions, “business as usua” is an outdated concept.

Because today, images and data that once took days or
even weeks o reach their destination are now received in
seconds. So whether you're part of a start-up business or
a major corporation, you can have ready access to the
data you need to make critical decislons.

Ameritech is leading the way in applying this technology,
helping businesses In our communities thrive in this infor-
mation age. For example, with Ameritech's LAN-to-LAN

are

A regional health information network, designed by
Ameritech, links doctors, hospitals, employers and insur-
ance companles. This not only improves the quality of
healthcare but also lowers the cost of delivering it.

instantly, with just the push of a button,

And a fast-food industry giant watched productivity go up
and commute time go down when Ameritech used ISDN
lines to link employees working at home with colleagues at
\heir corporate campus.

Business is indeed changing for the better, and Ameritech

Intercor cC g Inventory and

2 is committed to helping companies large and small run
sharing information electronically with real-time savings.

more efficiently and grow profitably.

To learn more about how Ameritech’s vision is beneliting

A computer-alded design application helped one of the
Ivity b call 1-800-786-LINK, for TDDITTY

world's largest auto-makers increase pr y
allowing more than 150 suppllers to transfer design files

P 3istoric Homes

calf 1-800-542@393.

Auto Barons

Enjoy the special glow of
Christmas, Auto Baron style.
Tour four grand homes decked
in their holiday splendor.
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