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Area libraries changing

to keep up with the "90s

By RALPH R, ECHTINAW
BTAFF WRITER

In an era of ossified, bureau-
cratic government that doesn’t al-
ways adjust well to trends, Eccen-
tric.area public librariea seem al-
most chomeleon-like in  their
adaptabillty.

In Rochester, the response to a
substantial demand for library
services was to build a new $10.2
miltion llbrary three times as
large as the old onc. “The circula.
tion the first week was 60 percent
higher than normal,” director
Christine Hage said,

* In Troy, the demand for busi-
ness-related materlals has been
met to the extent that deputy di-
rector Linda Morrow suid, “Busl-
ness people ore here all day, all
during the day, oll during the eve-
ning” And even on weckends
they come . . . “They may have
their jenns on, but they stiil have
their briefcase,” Morrow said.

Ditto in Farmington. “When we
opened (in the post) we had
mothers and_children come in,”
sald director Beverly Papai. “Now
we have people waiting in line
‘with their attache cases. We
(also) have a law cellection equal
to what you'd find in o medlum-
size law firm."”

‘A cultural center’

In almost all libraries custom-
ers can reserve time on IBM and
Apple computers ond even rent
videotapes. “It’s a cultural center,
really,” Morrow said,

And in Birminghoam, the library
is held in such high eateem that it
might well be called o temple.
“Birmingham residents want a
full-service library,” satd Maortha
Seaman, the deputy director of
Baldwin "Library. “They want
what they would get in a much
{arger city.” .

: Indecd, Baldwin's current
budget has $60 in it for every per-
son in the library's service arce
{Birmingham,, Binghom Farms
and Beverly Hills). That figure,
galled o “per capita budget” is by

far the highest of Oakland County
libraries.

But in a time of property tax
freezes and millage-request assas-
sinatlons, libraries are as vulnera-
ble to economic vicissitudes as
any school district or local gov-
ernment.

Survival then becomes, in part,
a matter of public relations, Sea-
man soid, “Libraries are now
marketing themselves, whereas
before they were just quict. They
were more passive. We can't take
for granted that there will always
be alibrary.”

Such is the case with soveral
big Onkland County libraries, in-
cluding Baldwln, Bloomficld,
Southfield, Farmington and Ro-
chester. These libratles, along
with those in Independence and
Canton townships, are trying to
get out of n book-sharing system
called Wayne Onklend Library
Federation because WOLF costs
more money than they'd carc to
pay and charges them for services
thoy don't need.

Southficld library director
Doug Zyskowski said the high
cost of WOLF is one of the rea-
sons his spending on materials
(like books and magazines) has
decroased In each of the last four
years. In the current fiscal year,
Southfictd will spend $273,000 on
materials out of a budget that
topa $2.7 million. As recently as
1990, the Southficld library
bought $429,000 worth of materi-
pls with a budget of $2.4 million.

Book budget shrinks

“Until this point, our materials
budget has shrunk and we don‘t_

Like many libraries, West
Bloomfield’s runs.on an annunl
assessment of less than one mill.
The Headleo Amendment to the
state constitution has reduced a
one-time one-mill lbrary tax te
.83 mill. Throw in the recent
property tax freeze ond rising
costs and you've got o little prob-

em,

“Wo're renlly trying to make
(the moncy) stretch more,” diree-
tor Clara Bohrer said. “(And an
additional) millage is not an al-
ternative at this time.”

Bohrer nated that a largo part

of her budget is accounted for by

fixed-costs like payroll, insurance,
utilities, etc. "When you start
adding that together, there's very
little discretionary money left,”
ghe said.

At the Rochester library, pay-
voll takes 47.6 percent of the $2.3
million budget. In contrast, book
buying is only 7 percent of that
budget.
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this year, the Rochester library is
expecting a utility bill more than
threo times higher ($162,000)
than was poid in the old building.

In fact, of all Eccontric-arca li-
braries, Rochester's seems to be
hurting most. Because voters re-
jected a one-mill increase for the
library Jast August, dircctor Hage
must operate a building three
times as large as the old ane with
o budget that exceeds its prede-
cesgor by just 10 percent.

“Wo have a budget that works,
but it doesn't allow for the level of
service we had last yeor in the old
building,” Hage said. The reason
the budget “works” is that Hege

want thet to happen
Zyskowski sald, “That's one of
the factors in our wanting to get
out of WOLF.”

West Bloamfield’s two libraries
are likewise hurting. Although the
budget hes risen for the last five
yeara, as has spending on materi-
als, the number of library visitors
climbed from 287,000 in 1983 to
361,000 this year.

has eliminated itbrary p
eliminated patron computer ac-
cess, cut back on, cleaning and
closed the library on Sundays.

“Eyentually we'll go back to the
voters (for o millage increase),”
Hage eaid.

Troy has n problem of its own,
although library deputy director
{v]orfnw called it o “hoppy prob-
em.”

. #
Bowntowmn
. Birmingham’s ,

w » gl
Merchants displaying TOYS FOR
TOTS postees in thrir windows will

\

fReAtaasasEpasver R At rRTY I EVESIENINNY

GALA EVENINGS

BEGIN WITH

BLACK VELVET
OR PEAU DE SOIE

Dress for the drama
with romantic pumps by
Nina, Classically
simple in silhouette,

a special mood. Either

sizes 5Y3-10M, $46.

of holiday nights

the fabrics create
mid-heel shoe in

J Shoes

be pling new, pred oy
wntil midnight, December 11,
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This Friday,
December Blth
6 pm - Midmnight

Over 60 Downtown Merchants and Restaueants
will be open *til Midaight for this special event!

Made
In
Michigan

Give the gift long
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Jacabson's box.
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FACTORY & SHOW
HOLIDAY HOURS FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE il g S
| ANN ARBOR ® GROSSE POINTE * BIRMINGHAM ° DEARBORN * ROCHESTER @ LIVONIA N H 0 \ley-Industrial Dr.

VISIT QUR NEW SHOWROOM TODAY

Jacabson’s Charge, ‘MasterCard®, VISA®, and American Express®.
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Shop until & p.m, Munday through Saturday. Tn Ana Atbor untll 6 p.m. on Saturday, Sunday Noan to 5 p.m.
o
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