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Area attorneys bothered by security m’e'asures_

BYRALPH R. ECHTINAW
STAFF WRITER

For the coat of $40,000 in equip-
ment and 21 additional sherifi’s
doputies, Ookland County began
acreening visitors to the county
bullding Monday with metal de-
tectors.

Although there has been no sin-
gle crisis in the courthouse to pre-
cipitate such action, several inci-
dents over the Jast 10 years have
given officials reason to worry,
county Clerk Lynn Allen sald.

Allen, whose office provides ad-
ministration service to the circuit
court, can remember two ine
stances where atterncys were
cought with handguns in court-
raoms.

One attorney dropped his brief-
case, & gun fell out, went off and
holed the courtroom ceiling. An-
other attorney’s gun fell out of o
briefcnse and onto the floor. The
attorney’s client, Allen said,
picked up the piece and returned
it to his counsclor. .

Allen remembers one other in-
cident when a distraught mon
who had just left the courthouse
took a gun from hie car and kilted
himself in the parking lot.

More recently, officers inter-
cepted a death threat to a judge.

Happenings such os those led
the county commission to belleve,
Allen soid, that restricted access
to the county building on Tele-
graph Rood through metal detec-
tors was prudent,

How inconvenient

“We know it's inconvenient,”
Allen said. “(But) it's been a nec-
essary program for a long time.”

He certninly wasn't wrong
about the inconvenience. Perhaps
100 people were lined up at the
main entrance Tuesday morning
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waiting thelr turn to be electroni-
cally frisked.

Sherifl's deputies also opened
purses and briefcases, rammaging
around inside to see if anyone was
packing o weapon,

Algo, vlsitors are asked to
dump jack knlves and other
“weapons” in & box near the de-
tectors. The alternative is to take
the knife back to your car, then
rejoln the queue, *

Most of the people contacted by
the Observer & Eccentric Tuea-
day didn't mind the inconven-
lence, but the Oakland County
Bar Association is ticked off.

President Edward Gold nsked
chief ‘Judge Richard Kuhn to let
attorneys skip the detectors, but
Kuhn wouldn't hear of it.

Nob can do

““The message we are getting is
that lawyers, who are officers of
the court, are not ...
trustworthy,” Gold said. “"We do
not understand why lawyers are
being required to stand in line
each and cvery day, to pass
through metal detectors and be
forced to submit their belongings
to these security measures.”

Troy attorney Donald Witliams
doesn’t like the situation much
either, “1 don't think I've ever
seen anything that would justify
this kind of sccurity,” he soid.
“As an attorney I'm not afraid.
Now maybe the judges are.”

Another attorney, who declined
to give his name, said, “I guess I
figured Qokland County was too
civilized for that sort of (securi-
ty)."

Other courthouse visitors
seemed more accepting of the ad-
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Safer courthouse: Oakland County Sheriff deputies usher people through the new metal detector security system
that cveryone now must pass through at the county court complex. :

ditional security. “It fecls safer,”
snid Robert Larson of Keego Har-
bor. “It’s not a big problem” to
submit to the detoctors,

X-rays could help

Sheriff’'s department Lt
Damon Shields, who supervises
the courthouse deputies, said that
“the majority of the public has
been patient with us. It's a lot
better than we anticipated.”

Shields expects to get an X-ray

hi brief

to i
and hoandbags, but one hasn't
been ordered yet, “Without the X-
roy maching, it’s very labor inten-
sive,” he sald.

‘That's a big part of the renson
why thoy need 21 deputies to op-
crate the system now, However,
19 of the new deputics arc part-
time, Shiclds said, meaning they
don’t get insurance. Therefore,
two part-timers cest county tax-
poyers less than one full-time

want to deter people from even
thinking about bringing a weapon
into court,” he said.
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famous name dress and casual shoes for men
and women, plus all handbags and accessories
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Buy any pair of shoes or sny accassory at our regular low price and pay only haif price
for a second palr of shoes or second accessory of equal or lesser valus! Mix or match
men’s and women's styles. Buy as many as you like, It's a sale too good to miss.
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