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POIN'I'S OF VIEW

Rising poverty rate due to never-married mothers

illiam F. Buckloy's conserva-
tive National Review had a bit
. of doggorel that's particularly
appropriata to Michigan this year. It
piirporta to ho a Liberal’s definition of
“family.”
MFAMILY, n. A social umt Involving
a mother, a father and chil afa-

menta is that child poverty is due to
socictal — particularly governmental
— neglect. Naturally, they propose in-
creased federal spending for Job Corps,
something called a “children’s initia-
tive"” and federal suppert payments
whc_'n ({ggdbgnt parents fail to meet

ther, a fathor and children; a mother, a
mbther and children; a father and chil-
dren; a mother and childmn' children
and childron; a social worker and chil-
dren; & lawyer and a child; the Chil.
dren's Defenso Fund, a lawyer and a
child; or any group ofpcop!c who ap-
pear togethcr on ‘Donahuc’.”

:In Michigan, the Children's Defense
Fand's line is being circulated and
aupplumcnwd bya Lnnsmg outfit calle
ing itself “Kids Count,” a collaborative
offort of the Michigan League for
Human Services and various offices of
Michigan State Univeraity.

Tho point of their poorly done docu-

their

Woell, I find the same flaw with the
Children's Defense Fund that I've been
finding with Michigan's Department of
Social Services. The wolfare lobby
won't point the finger at the cause of
rising poverty rates — births to never-
married women,

The welfare professionals are slick.
They put the issue in terms of chil-
dren, The truth, of course, is that gov-
crnment doesn't make welfare pay-
ments to children. It pays parents with
children,

Them aro two bnslc kinds ofwclfum

i or d moth-

H | find the same flaw with

crs who need help for an average of 18
months, then get on their feet; and nov-
er-married, never-will-be-married
mothers who will raiso their children
on wolfare.

I'm proud our government hclps
down-and-out people for a while. I'm
not 8o hnppy about helping permanent
“clients” of the system, having child’
after child a8 if they didn't know what
caused it. The reason is that their
numbers just grow and grow and grow.

Welfare lobbyists tell us how povcrlt‘}.'
in Michigan affects persons under agerae
18

8 12.4 percent of whites. bt
H 46.2 percent of blacks. =
B 18.6 percent of the total, =

‘What the welfara lobbyiats hide is
the census data for birtha to never-
marricd women. It's 12 percent amongs
whites; 60 percent for blacks and 22
percent overall, Now compare those -
numbers to the poverty percentages,

When times are bad, the casel
goes up. When times are good, the
caselond still goes up. You can't blame
the cconomy.

Children's Defense Fund and the

0 wellare Jobbyista gloss over this cx-
the Ch"dm,“ s Dofense tremely imporumt. distinction by refer-
Fund that1've been finding ring to “single” parents. They abhor
with Michlgan’s Depart- pinning l‘esponmlnllty Our problem is
ment of Soclal Services. the d group and the males

who sire their children, not those who

need ry help.

The lation is almost t

The conservatives, religious rlght. .
and evangelicals have their cure: Soym
no to pre-marital sex, Their cure hasit : .
worked, but at lenst they know the 40 -
couse, .

The liberals in the welfare lobby ...
don’t even know the cause, o’

Tim Richard reports regularly on the
local implications of state and regional .
cvents, "
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LETTERS

ice story on the beautification

On Warner Block
N awards in the Nov. 23 Observer.
. All accolades were well de-

served, as well as that wonderful Farm-
ington spirit of keeping our hometown
front and center beautifully cared for.

. Also well-deserved were the kudos to
the Sakutas for their fine restoration of
what scems to be called the “Cook
Building,” but which for many decades
and for after Fred Cook had it was al-
ways known hercabouts as “The
Warner Block.”

: The beautiful brick two-story Itali-
anate commercial building was built in
1874 by P. Dean Warner. It was never
the Cook Building either before or 40
years after tho fire,

" Its second story tall windows were
Itnlianate, very much like the side and
second story windows in the Gover-
nor's Mansion (The Farmington Muse-

um) which was also built by P.D,
Warner, foster-fother of Gov, Fred
Warner, in 186769,

‘The commercinl building east of
Farmington Road (known for many
years as Division Street) was the
Warner General Merchandise store
and later hardware emporium. See pic-
ture p, 33 in the Governor Warner biog-
raphy. Fred Cook clerked in this store
from the later 1890s on, When Warner
was elected governor in 1904 he sold
the store to three of his employees (see
p. 122), It was not until 1911-1915 that
the store was remodeled (modernized)
by its new owners and as part of the
modernization program bore the letter-
ing F.M. Cook Building. The tall 19th
century second story windows were en-
larged to an carly ZULh century wider
program,

But it was still known as “The
Warner Block” despite its new owners
and sign change. Yes, it was also the
Fred Cook Building, and it is only fit-

t section. But Farmington has

ting that Fred's ddaug Judy
Cook, devotes so much time and energy
to the community and is a member of
the Historical Commission.

But this doces still not allow taday’s
modernist to wipe eternally from the
slote “The Warner Block™ which
adorns all the postcards of Farmington
from the carly 20th century and which
occasionally turn up at antique sales.

If Sakuta wishes to know more about
his building’s builder, a step inside
Farmington City Hall will reveal a copy
of his 19th century portrait and a par-
tial list of his achicvements.

He was also the first president of the
new Village of Farmington in 1867, the
125th anniversary of which this com-
munity has just finished celebrating.
But Farmington didn't “begin” in
1867. It had been here since 1824 and
was already 43 years old when 1867
came along.

We are very grateful to the Sakutas
for their fine job of restoration in our

a long and noble history, and in the
mist of the 19th century our revision.
ism must not lose sight of what really
happened long ago.

Jean M, Fox, Farmington Hills

Many made
a difference

or over 15 years, Lighthouse has

been assembling Thanksgiving

baskets for thousands of resi-
dents of north Oakland County. This
year the goa! of Lighthouse in Pontiac
and Lighthouse North in Clarkston
was to feed 2,050 families. It almost
secmed an impossible task. However
between Sunday, Nov. 22, and
Wednesday, Nov. 25, seniors in Water-
ford got meals delivered, families in

Pontiac picked up baskets, and singlif
moms and their children in Independ”
ence Township had a turkey and ull
the trimmings. -

May God bless all of you that made
Thanksgiving 1992 a success! -

Your church, your schoal, your bust-
ness, your club, your neighborhood atyd *
your heart made it all happen! We hatl -
to turn away volunteers because of lack
of space! Volunteers helped us dehve‘i‘
baskets to homebound seniors and cif-
1y bags and boxes for the weak and the
lame (and there are so very many).

We can't thank you individually in
this letter but you know who you are.
On Thanksgiving day your turkey tog-
od better and your pies tasted-sweeted
because you knew you really made a
difference on that special day.

K. Norcen Keatibg,
chlcl‘ exccutive offider

SUZANNE STEHLIK bought a
Saturn coupe because she didn't have
enough ex01tement in her life. =l

Suzanne wantedacar -+ |
that felt more like her -
J weekend and less like her =

week. Because Monday
through Friday, shesa *
! property tax analyst. ol

Come Saturday, *|
though, its playtime. She = |
‘ . "4 skydives. She skis. z
Shed hke to learn to sail, but she gets g
seasick. Oh, and she takes care of her two
Rottweilers and her cockatiel, which can whistle
half of the Flintstones’ theme.
- Well, she ended up with a car that fits her
whole calendar. An exceedmgl_y fun to drive,
affordable Saturn coupe.

r

{
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1-800-642-INFQ and ask to have one
sent to you,

[ Ready to give your car the old heave ho?

‘We'd be happy to give you a push in the )
right direction. We’re not pushy...just excited

10 be your Personal Banker.

The Saturn SC2 r)t/Aq/JAv vome with i 124 borsepower 16-wilve engine, '
For others, it the coupes .l;mr!-lmm).m.wn.mw. But for you, all we cansay & k
“hered le.(zy /lm)  you can keep that key for 31.9,79). o

Huntington Banks of Michigan offcrs auto
loans with the rates, terms and scrvice you
need to get rolling again.

Come to any of our 38 convenient offices
to pick up an application or just call

IPI ISR of the 1993 SC2includi fovt. T, liene, Ininy Vil [
lil ‘ 1
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ADirreReNT KIND of COMPANY. A DIFFeReNT KIND of CaR.
| ©1372Saturn Corporatian. i . .




