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Bridal salons sold ‘doctored>wedding gowns

By HELEN NIEMIEC
Star? WniTen

The former genoral monoger of

- the Boulevard Group testified

- Fridoy that not only did she know

" that sample wedding gowns were

sold as new, sho had a $3,000 per
month quota to keep.

Monica Zambler, who resigned

. in October, nnswered questions
from prosecutors for more than
three hours {n tho preliminary
hearing for Gory and Donna
Gottschling, who are facing
charges of criminal fraud on alle-
gations of selling sample wedding
dresses as’ now at their bridal
salons. .

Seven customers of Today’s
Bride, Boulevard Bridal and Bir-
mingham's Sue Gordon's, all part
of the Boulevard Group, also an-
swered questions Friday, the sce-
ond day of last week's two-day
hearing,

The matter is adjourned until
Friday Jan. 8. 40th Diatrict Court
Judge Gus Cifelli also ruled that
the Gottschlings could leave
Michigan {n the Interim to con.
duct business in New York and
visit relatives in Florida. The
Gottachlings have paid a
$150,000, 10 percent cash surety
bond to stay out of jail.

Zambler looked at 16 bridal
gowns that were worn by women
who had previously testified and

commented on how she know each
was a floor sample, “doctored” to
look new.

The “slterations” included us.
ing o mixture of tes, coffce and
yellow dye to tumn two white
gowns into ivory-colored gowns,
additions of lace to replace frayed
lace and sewing on new skirts to
replace skirta that hed holes or
rips in them,

Zamblor identified three differ-
ent ledgers used to keep track of
substitution gowns, which she
satd was identified by the prefix

condition in which thoy were
nlri:eived. if they wore reccived at
all,

‘The Gottschlings also owned
Kitty Kelly stores in Troy and
Dearborn- plus enother shop in
Royal Oak.

The seven women took the
stand Friday, recounted ordering

tifying Friday had been calied by
the Oakland County, prosccutor’s
office last month to notify thom of
a suspiclon that the dresses sold

»as new actuelly were floor sam-

plea,
Thomas Cranmer, the
G (T biccted

to questions asked of the women
. '

gowns, their gowns'

hedules and in what
their dresses arrived in. Each
bride, or mother of the bride, tes-

ing dresses that
weren't now.since the prosccution
had not proven that to be the
case.

“PThe first time you raised a
concern was when someono called
you and told you it might not be
new,” Cranmer had told one
bride.” Ho aked each person tes.
tifying if she was satisfied with
the dresses left with shop.

Mary Stidwell, who was mar-
ried ;\yug. 92 weoring o $1,600
gown from Suc Gordon, sald that
being satisfied with o dress ts the
lenst that a customer should ex-
pect.

“For paying that kind of money,
i a dress in great shape,

998 for 3

‘The practice of fixing up floor”
model gowns and selling them as
new began in 1988, Zambler tosti-
fied, In the early years, the sam-
ple gowna that were altered were
of good quality. But as the com-
pany’s financial problems grew,
the rchablilitated gowns were of
poorer quallty, she told the court,

“I was tald by Donna Gottschl.
ing that Gary's other business
was having finoncial problems.
Basically, they were defaulting on
a Joan that was the same bank
that had issued a loon to Boule-
vard Bridal. She feared that the
loan would be called in, She need-
cd to stockplle the moncy to pay
off the loan,” Zambler said,

The seven women who testified
Friday were asked about the
dresses they had ordered and the
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APPROVED:
Assessment Bonds.

CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS
SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS
REGULAR MEETING
DECEMBER 7, 1982
‘The meeting was called to order by Mayer Jon Grant at 7:30 pam. Members
Present: Bates, Grant, Lichtman, Sever, Smith and Vognozi. Membera Absent:

Marks. Others Present: Clty Manager Costick, Deputy Clty Clerk Rose, Assistant
to the City Manager Brock, Direciors Whinnery and Rosch, and Attorney Do-

+ Recelved presentation of 1846 Historical Map,
« Conaldered creatlon of payback district for Biddestone Watermaln Installa-

tion.
= Appolnted members of Clty Councll for “Name the P:rk Contest” commlitee.

+ Adoptlon of Resolution for sale of $1,150,000 Public Improvement Speelal

« Collective g for

MAYOR GRANT;

ors.
- Executlve Scasion to discuss pending litigatlon: Pavlus vs. Clty of Farmington
HIills, and Donovan vs. City of Farmlington Hills, -
« City Council Mecting minutes of October 1
- Adoptlon of Resolutlon regarding Children's Bill of Rights,

o Fire Flght-

9, and 26, 1992.

for St.

'a Chureh

Publu: December 10,1992

JON GRANT, Mayor
KATHRYN A. DORNAN, City Clerk

she said,

Kristen Fitzgerald testified that
ghe had problems with the size of
the dress ordered. She tried on 8
size 10 floor sample before arder-
ing a size 6. Sha required two n_l-
terations once the gown came in
because it was much too big.

The third alteration was to cor.
rect a new problem that had ar.
tsen. Fitzgerald ordered an off the
shoulder gown and in the final fit--
ting found that it was too wide.

“It was falling off my body,"
she said. “Now that I look bnck
on it, it must have been two dif.
feront dresses,”

The dress, sho testified, was
not picked up until the night be.
fore her Aug. 22 wedding,

Onkland County prosecutor
Richard Thompson n late Octo-
ber indicted the Gottschlinga and
thelr company, the Boulevard
Group, charging them with 18
counts of conspiracy to obtain
money under false pretenses and
12 counta each of conspiracy to
commit larceny by conversion and
larceny by conversion. If convict.
ed, the couple could epend up to
16 years in prison.
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Let It Snow!!!

... Celebration o( Winter msic
OAKLAND COMMUNITY COLLEGE
COMMUNITY CHORUS

Renaissance Voices Orchard Ridge Singers
The OCC Brass and Percussion Ensemble, .
and Harp
conducted by G. Kevin Dewey

works by Mozart, Joka Rutter, 1ohn Williams, lufe Styne, Lrisimlowsti

Smith Theatre
QCC Orchard Ridge Campus
1-696 and Orchard Lake Road
in Farmington Hills
Tuesday, December 15, 1992 »
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