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Mus1cal takes you back to high school

By Bon WEIBEL
SPECIAL WRITER

Jeflery Kindley's charming lit-
tle musical, “Is There Life After
High School?" brings to mind
that old snying, “What was hard
to endure is sweet to recatl.”

Of life's rocky roads, perhaps
none are more memorable than
those mostly carefrce, but often

. troumatic, “coming of age” high
school days. They scem like al-
most yesterday in this entertain-
Ing Theatre Guild production.

. The show is memorable in an-
other important aspect. “'Is There
Life After High School?" is a jolnt
venturo  hotween The Thentre
Guild and Livonias Creative and
Performing Arts program. The

' hip allows gulld audi

r 1

¢s to see tomorrow’ B

H Of life's rocky roads,
memorable than those

perhaps none are more
mostly carefree, but of-

ten traumatle, “coming of age” high school

days. They seem like al

most yesterday in this

entertalning Theatre Guild production.

The 1l-student ensemble in-
cludes -— Kevin Barton, Michelle
Camilleri, Rence Carriere, Mi-
chael Deming, Bree Doody, Mary
Jo Fetcher, Jeremy Leland,
Gretchen McFadyen, Patrick
O'Reilly, Carole Smith and Ray
Stakenas.

For the most patt, director, Ste-
ven Kosinski's cast meet the for-
midable ch

— while giving talented high
school CAPA students the oppor-
tunity petfect their craft in a dif-
ferent stoge setting.

* The Livonia Symp Orches-

materials written i'or adults. The
leads sing well and the comedic
timing is good. They are students,
however, and some have yet to

Tchaikovsky's “Ni ”»

tra will present a concert of holi-
. day music featuring soprano Nan-
© ¢y Villeneuve 6:30 p.m. Friday,
Dee, 18 at Livonia Mall, located
on Middlebelt at Seven Mile.

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
8rECIAL WHITER
Mischlevous mice and wind-up
dolls danced their way into the
audiences’ heart Dec, 4 when the
0

LSO music dlrecmr/cnnduclor.
Francesco DiBlasi teamed with
Rose Marie Floyd, artistle direc-
tor of the Royal Oak dance com-
pany, to lead the ensemble in a
sold out, two-hour family treat
that has become a holiday tradi-
tion.

The *Nuteracker’s” mony solo
parts afforded company dancers
tl\c opportumty to showease their

and
) Conlcmporury Civic Ballet Com-
pany toak to the stage to present

talents. Employing
high cnergy and humor, Melissa
Miller played the roles of Mouse

master an accomplished stage
presence and deliver lines with
authority.

“Is There Life ARer High
School?" recalls in songs, mono-
logues and sketches life’s little
moments that seemed so Import-
ant at the time — the prom, dat-
ing, varsity letters, yearbooks, the
“in" and “out” crowd — and yes,
even grades. *

And who can forget three sub-
jects covered in the best musical
numbers “Nothing Recally
Happened” (about young love), a

King and Chinese soloist to per-
fection.

Sarah Maggetti as Clara ex-
ercised great concentration, stay-
ing in character, even when she
was outside the spotlight.

Clad in a black capo with one
eye covered by a patch, Horace
Floyd of Troy kept his annual
tradition of playing the eccentric
uncle, Herr Drosaelmoyer. Floyd
slinked mysteriously across the
stage and scolded the children
with style.

Aflter intermission and a scries
of colorful dances, Kathleen Tra-

rousing “Beer” ditty {recountinga
rite of manhooid) and “Diary of A
Homecoming Queen” (noting that
one's life may not turn out glamo-
rous),

Before the evening ia over, it's
all put into context — including
life's lmle disilluslonments. For

le, “I betieved
would be useful someday.” Did
anyone really believe that one?

CAPA students also handled
most technical elements of the
show, which were well done — ¢s-
pecially the mony costume
changes, The dim follow spot,
however, detracted from the show,
Perhaps fixed aren lighting would
work better,

Bob Weibel of Westland is a
freclance writer, who has spent
more than 25 years in community
theater as a director, designer and
performer.

cey and Jeffrey Edwards of the
New York City Ballet joined the
performance as Sugar Plum Fairy
and Cavalier.

A strong dancer, Edwards
seemed to fly through the alr with
ense as he executed the high, sus-
tained grand jetes across the
stage.

Tracey's performance, however,
left a lot to be desired, It was
marred by the stiffness of her
arm, hand positions and move-

ments.
Classical ballet demands grace-

umuu.!lsrm FIOTOGRAPH!

High school memoties: The cast of “Is There Life After
High School?” bottom row: Gretchen Rae, Michelle Cam-
itleri, second row: Carole Renee Smith, Jeremy Leland,
Bree Doody, third row: Kevin Barton, Mary Jo Felecher,
Patrick O'Reilly, Renee Carriere, Rey Stakenas, and
Mihe Deming take a break from rehearsal.

Dancers showcase talents in LSO presentation of ‘Nutcracker’

fulness. Tracey destroyed the cth-
ereal, ecntrancing melody of
Tchnlkovsky'n music and the
pure beauty of movement in the
“Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy."”

She desperately needs to attend
to the carriage of her arms, to de-
velop fluid movement in these
arcas by working in front of a mir-
ror,

Behind me, the mother of a
young Dballet student unable to
put her finger on the exact prob-
lem remarked — “I've never seen
a bollerine with such skinny
arms,” but lack of body mass was
not Tracey's problem. Her arms
and honds were anything but

Next year the Livonia Sympho-
ny will add a second performance
of the “Nutcracker,” on Saturday
night, said LSO president Ken
Kelscy of Farmington Hills. Per- .
haps next year, the Contemporary
Civic Ballet Company should
think nbout using a Sugar Plum
Fairy from its ranks since many of
its sololsts danced with flowing
movement much greater than
Tracey, the imported star.

Linda Chomin of Plymouth is
frec-lance writer who specializes
in the arts and classical music.

Qwned and Operated

A Good Man Charlie Brown’

Kids get in the act in “You're

The Lunch Bunch Players will

“You're A Good Man Charlic

and 27, and Jan, 3 and 9 at the

on Michigan Avenuc at Green-

by Bob Here & Family
28!75 Gﬂnd nlver

fxn'mm Hds

graceful, They were downright
distracting as she danced the part
the oudience had waited for all
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present the family musicol Brown,” Dec. 12, 13, 19, 20, 26 Henry Ford Centennial Library field in Dearborn, evening.
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NEW YEAR’S EVE 1992
DINNER DANCE
Includes « Hors D*Oouvras « Family Style Dinnar
and OJ - Door Prizes
«  Call For Info 462-07 70 Tickots Now on Salo

39000 Schoolcraft {2 Mlle W. of Nowburgh)

AUTHENTIC MEXICAN CUE!NE

r"msx-cm ,m."'
SAMPLER
| FOR TWO ¢

Tostada, Guac-

Dlne-In Only - With Co
|._Botes 230520t v.wwnnmowomr_]

* 3 L 2 9 SPECIALS

Make your roservations
NOW for holiday parties, banquets, elc.

ROMA’S
of Garden Clty

A R
27777 Schoolcraft

(1 Bik. West of Inkster Rd. 32550 Cherry Hill

Garden City -

< Lavish Gourmet Buffet at both locations featuring...
PRIME RIB in Herb Bl:mku.l. Premium Bar (Pkg. 6)
Continnons I ‘ntertafynent Live BAND and 1Y Exttertainment
b

NIGHT'S CREED & PRELUDE Dlack Tie Optional
Rlack Tie Opstonal Al Reserved drattrig
Atl Resrered Seastng 180 Per Couplc
1100 Per Cou e
hal by 42

of pun!
AT AV e el
Yo must B 21 & sont o ey

427-9110

10
[~ DINNER SPECIAL —|

$5.95 MON.-THURS.
3PM - 7PM
CHOICE OF ANY ONE ITEM:
LASAGNA, FETTUCINI, ALFREDO,

SPAGHETTI & MEATBALLS,
VEAL PARMICIANA, BAKED SCROD

SN

INCLUDES: SALAD, COFFEE

and DESSERT

EXPIRES 12-24-92
32030; Plymoulh Rd._.

Maka It a special Christmas...
] take a drive in the country. |
| *Froo Belgium Horse Wagon Rido 1
«Santa Claus & Elves Tunnal
| + fiot Bavaragas & Food
] o und Wood Buraing Stovo 1
B Fmglnnl Wroaths
Crnns Liva Potted Plants |
. Hund Saws jovided 1
60,000 Chrlsimas Trees |
Open9to6 i
SKYHORSE STATION |
11000 Roberts Road, |
v Stockbridge 1
Fot Informalion and 1

call
178517017

———-
§
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" CARRYOUT SEHVICE AND DINNER™Y

Be and fﬁﬁia

~ Jessie’s
FIBH & CHIPS
gty

TRY OUR JUICY FROG
EVERYDAY SPECIALS!

12 LB, HALIBUT
5505 Fries & Roll

"-e 0% OFF |
: TOTAL BILL :

ernwmn-vym
‘peomotion + Wah Goupon
upo-u uaw:-om::ouamnm

Ily
Lunch Speclals

STEAK HOUSE 331- 5600

ATHAT e bl R Commer

EARLY BIRD SPECIALS | MAKE YOUR NEW YEAR'S
ALY $ E\:’%vf}EssF.RVATlﬂgg
36 PH, 4 50 30 PER PERSON

MONDAY - EUCHRE TOURNAMENT & PSYCHIC NIGHT
TUESDAY - KAROAKE & PSYCHIC NIGHT
WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY - NU MATIX
WEDNESDAY LUNCH - PSYCHIC SHOW - NOON -

8 Picces, Chltkcn $ 299 Tl fn’us &
e o Sopgets R
"3 LARGE PIECES

OF

Fries, Yarur Sauce & Roll

Famamm-

HOLIDAYS EXCLUDE|

incual At oS Available

N of the
~Aaste the e1perisnce of AREEK ol T Q84 onw of the ooty Cueek radtaes

only Csewk reslaurants I the Sububan ares,
aemington.

FAMILY ATMOSPHERE * FULL LINE OF BEER, WINE, LIQUOR.& COCKTAILS

" HOMEMADE DAILY

SUNDAY SPECIAL
Complete Family Dinner
12 Noon-lo 00 p.m.

numm

nluding Sovp, Sslad. Main Course' Mllo Dessent ard
"« Fresh Roast Tutkey with Stulfing
* Baked Bone-in Ham with Raisin Souce
- Fresh Roon v Chicken ith Stlfing. 98,93
SENIOR CITIZENS

fee. Vea o Solt Brink.
$7.95

*Roast Leg of Lamb
10% DISCOUNT - AFTER 3 P.M.

'\> Bring in the New Year with US!
New Year's Eve Specials‘~

SPECIALS » Prime Rib, au jus
Lunch Dinner 8 ou. il Nighon WShiimp.......
14 " G W - « Grilled Chicken Breast Pepperata w/Shrimy
*3.25-"5.00 5.95-"7.95 « Chicken Lemonine wiArtichok

« Fresh Brolled whllellsh

29!
QUR SUPE| EE|
2tamb Chcp‘ 2 Stufled Grape Leaves
and Spinach Cheese Me

'NI Dmnon include Soup of the Day, Satad, Po-
Homomada mco Puddag or lco
offon, Toa of Soh O

IAKE YOUR nts:nwmaN Rowl

CN nlerAS EVE

AM-9 pm
m:w YEARS EVE
o APM-TAM

15800 MIDDLEBELT (Bctween S & 6 Mile Rds.) LIVONIA 522-5600

Restaurant
36000 Seven Mile
Livonia + 442-2228
DAILY SPECIALS
—Call for Detaifs =

NEW YEAR'S EVE
Party oA

430 a couple
Starts at 9:00 p.m.
FREE HORS D'OEUVRES  »
Party Favorltes. *
Continental Breakfast
tertainment -
CASHBAR  DANCING o

Sunday
Brunch
9:30-3:00

$7.45 || 36.93

Friday
Flsh Fry

Open 11 A.M. i '
Businessmen's Lunches___ DINNERS from 7°°

COCKTAIL HOUR

ALL WORLD'S FINEST,
NEW PRIME ? 4.7 P.M, Daily
Fasition | PRIE o Sarkm o
HOW _wED: 4 P.M.Closing
Thursday |, """ NOW APPEARING...
12 Noon s 95| THE SHOWCASEMEN
t ""'“ 1 0 IWEWAW

RESERVE NOW FOR CIERISTMAS PARTIES
k

“" 199 N
\3\5% ‘N&ASSY SUITES HOTfl:h’ y
Uy

The Celebration Includes:
2 Room Suite Overnight Accommodations < Dancing in Atrium with “J0 AM.”

* 3,00 p.m. Checkin {back-up Band for the Temptalions)
 Dinnes Senved at 7:30 pm. i D). Enleriainment in Pahmm%s, Nighlclub
+ Hosted Manager's Receplion*  “Moming After” Breakfat Bu

& Gala Balloon Drop * Drawing fov a free 7 day Royal Caribbean
* Champagne Toast al Midnight Cruise at Midnight

* Party Favors * Additional Two Night Package available

* Big Screen Televisions or Friday and Saturday from $129-$169.

$275.00 per couple
$215.00 per person

Price Includes off taxes and gratuity.  *Subject 10 state and local laws.

[5] EMBASSY SUITES™

bl 19525 VICTOR PARKWAY
LIVONIA, M1 48152
313-462-6000
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