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German-born artist states his case for public art

gv MARY KLBMIC
TAFF WRITE!

¢ “The funny thing {8 in Germa-
ny and Europe they always called
‘me the American German, In De-
troit thoy called me the German
all the time.”

So snid artist Georg Ettl, who
emigrated to Detroit from his na-
tive Germany when he was 18
years old. Ho studied literature,
philosophy and art at Wayne
State University and the Sor-
bonne in Parig, lectured at WSU
and Macomb Community College,
and was associated with Detroit's
Cass Corridor artists before he re-
turned to the Federal Republic of
Germany in 1973,

Ettl, who was born in 1940, was
at the Cranbrook Academy of Art
Museum in Bloomficld Hills re-
cently to speak on “Being an Art-
ist in Gcrmnny Today: A Personal
View” at a symposium. The sym-

posium was connected to an ex-
hihut and other events about Ger-
man art. (See related story.)

German art draws from a varie-
ty of sources, bath the emotional,
free and the architectural, ration-
al mainstreams. The Cranbrook

cxhibit, “Graphics of the '80s
from the Federal Republic of Ger-
many,” is a good representation of
this, Ettl said in an interview.

“I think it's a very good reflec-
tion of the German kind of mind,
the German thought,” said the
artiat, whose studio is in a smali
town {population 40,000) near the
Dutch border,

“I like to do something that
(has the) pnsslbllily someone else
can build on it.”

- The progression of German art
was interrupted by the war, as
somo artists fled. It is now where
it should have been after the war,

“After the war, nobody wanted
to build on anything . . . That
wélole continuntion was interrupt-
ed.”

Ettl originally wanted to be a
philosopher,

“I realized (working with)
words was too tedious for me."

He preferred the “direct visual
image"” of graphices,

“I spent most of my life draw-
ing. . . Idraw everything first.”

‘The Cranbrook exhibit includes
Ettl's silkscreen print triptych of
a head with various hata, The

craNbrOOK from page 1D

titled"” depicts -a  vague struc-
ture at night, partly supported by
what resembles the silhouette of a
human head,

Some urtlsts use bright, some-
times primary, colors and sweep-
ing strokes. Karl Horst Hodicke
presents  powerful silkscreen
prints of a joguar and of a hand
holding a dismembered arm.
Rainer Fetting's untitled silk-
screen suggests a figure holding a
blazing fire in its hand.

Kathorina  Sicverding’s  color
photograph “Gazing at the Sun
Around Midnight” features faces
partly coated in red. By compari-
son, the silkscreen works of Wal-
ter Dahn suggest childlike inno-
cence. His “Big Brother” shows
atick figures before a tower topped
by a head that looks out over
them. “Hornets,” with a black
background, shows clongated
human and insect figures, One in-

sect may be inserting & wing into
the human’s cars.

Other cvents at the muscum ex-
plore contemporary cultural prac-
tices in the German arts, (A sym-
posium Nov. 21 featured six inter-
nationally prominent scholara,} A
series, “German Films of the
1980s,” continucs 2 p.m. Sundays
to Jan. 31, A four-part series, “Vi-
deo Art 1976-1980, The German
Contribution: A Sclection,” will
be shown at 2 p.m, Saturday, Dec.
12 and Jan. 23 and 30,

Both series-are shown in the
deSalle Auditorium at the muse-
um. Costs arc covered with gener-
al museum admission, The events
and exhibit are sponsored by the
Gocthe-Institut in Ann Arbor,

The museum is open for general
viewing 1-5 p.m. Wednesday-Sun-
day. It will be closed Dec. 24 and
25 (Christmas Eve and Day).

triptych is a 1 form of-

ton used with sacred art. Ettl's
heads in profile have a contempo-
rary look. An architectural influ.
ence ia scen in thelr shelf-like
chins.

In Germany, the government
subsidized the arts through a pro-
gram that sald 2 percent of any
public building hed to go to the
arts,

The program didn't work be-
cause “art was considered an aft-
erthought.” This was tho fault of
the nrtists, who should have in-
sisted on working with the archi-
tect from the beginning, Ettl said.

Ettl daes a lot of art work in
squarea and other public spaces.
You find nothing has changed
when you constantly do gallery
work year after year, he said, Pub.
lic art work deals more with bu-
reaucracy and compromise.

“I do work with muscums and
galleries but in o very limited

you work in a public
space it's a completely different
ball game,

“You have to be a little more
humble (end have) nerves of stecl

FAR Cons

Ettl recently worked on a castle
in France theat is being trana-
formed into a museum for con-

rt. He depleted the fa-

can art schools,”

The violence of nco-Nazl
groups in Germany dlsturbs and
angers Eutl. When you sce such

the art b second-

Y ol
vorite homcs of Henry II, The re-
sponee from locnl id

ary, he said.

*“I'm not so much worried about

-the arta as the politics. The arta

will be OK.

“The government is not as
forceful (against, the violence) ns
they ought to be.”

dellghted tho artist,

*1 never had so many people
(comment on a work). They really
laved this work, (It was) some-
thing they could identify with.”

Ettl disagrees with critics who
say public art muat be diluted.
Viewers who have less education
in art tend to be much more hon-
est, he sald.

The artlst was glad to bo back
in the Detroit area.

“I hed a little bit of homesick-
ness for Detrolt, I really enjoyed
the art department at Wayne
State University.

“It's atill a lot looser here, a
frecr spirit in general,

“I think that the complete lack
of diacipline can lead to chaos, al-
though at heart I'm a very chaotic
person,

“I couldn't have thought of a
better schoal to go to than Ameri-

ervatory

composes wish list

Donntions are sought for the
FAR Conscrvatory of Therapeutic
and Performing Arts, in the Firat
Presbyterian Church at 1669 W.
Maple in Birmingham,

FAR Conservatory is a private,
non-profit, tax-exempt, United
Way organization providing
therapy, creative/performing arta,
athletic training and leisure ser-
vices for infants, childeen and
adults with mental, physical and/
or emotional challenges, Call 646-

Workshop

The Deuoit Garden Center wxll
present o

3347 for more information,

Needed are an 18-inch paper
cutter, 8 microphone stand, two
bound carpets for students to sit
on, a drum set, casseite tapes,
CDs, a high balance beam, a sin-
gle bar, a vault, a crash pad, a
portable overhead projector, a dis-
play board, printing/copying ser-
vices, an IBM compatible com-
puter and printer, a Canon 2015
toner and copy peper.

offered

The $15 fcc covers registration
and Call 259-6363 to

workshop 10 a.m. to mnoon

Wednesday, Dec. 16,

register or for more information.
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East, Inc.

2700 South Rochester Aoad
Rochostor Hills, Michigan 48307

299-6200

HOME BUYERS SEMINAR

Third Thursday - Monthly
7

for Next Date & Reservations

EAGH OFRCE 13 DEPERDENTLY
D AND OPERATED

tor suilel $194,900 {11SUG}

Ing room, library.

ELEGANT EASY LIVING, Custom 3 bodroom,
214 balh site Condo home, contral air, catho-
dral collings, manltorod alarm, fireplace, mas.

BEAUTIFUL COLONIAL. Premium wunu
packago, firoptace In groat room, formal din-
Convonlontly jocated and
. famity sub. Mova tight in. $174,800 {17PRY)

SHARP RAISED RANCH. Washington Town-

ship, Rochostor .Hills, 3 bedrooms, 2 fult

baths, cul-de-sac fot, remodoled intorior, su-
decklng. $135.000 (32SPR}

RANCH MOME wrm GOU: COURSE \IIEW
Peacofo) stroot across from Rochester Goll
Club, Rochester Schools, 245' deep oy, flro-
place, goraga, basoment. $80,900 {ISBEN)

- i —
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ROCHESTER HILLS MINI-RANCR. 4+ acros,
3100 8q. ft. with stall horse bam. Foncad Iol,
and I
deck, newly rebuill roof, $269,000 (83JOH}

ATTENTION 1ST TIME BUYERS! 1988 Ranch
for small family, 3 bodrooms, 1 bath, appll-
ancos, shod, Aochoster Hills schools. FHAVA
Torms consldered. $73,800 (27CUL)

wn sprinkler systoms, pool

q#1 in Sales & Listings in November!

i John was # 1

John Goodman E
Northville B
Congratulauons'

; With over $900,000 sold during November

Northville office for the month, He draws on 10 - |
years expeneuce in construction management--
and civil engineering to help you w:th all your
real estate needs.

41860 Six Mile RDnd ¢ Northville ¢ 347 3050
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FREE IN-HOME CONSULYATION!
CALL FOR DETAILS
WE DELIVERI
2350 Tologeraph Ad, Sta. 108, Bicorfedd Heta, WL 4801
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W
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clu. FOR OTHER PROGRAMS
Eiatotion o WXV AND WWJ
Cattabout our NoPolat, No clasing costloana

Evening and wee! eshens s

‘Welch for us on CSPN, CNN, USA snd ALE
WE COME TO YOl

1533 M. Woodwaed Ave . leorafiead Hila

HORLO WIDE FIRANCIAL 1%
BAD CREDIT/SLOW PAYS
NEED CASH F,

Rerms a7 Covt pRpE—pe—y

NO PROBLEMILII

“5.‘?.“%‘.‘".“ T — cm'k TM&B_IS"E:OW
LENDEAS + 70 PAATICIPATE CALL: 1-800-738-1303 {433 N. Wooaward Ave., Bloomfiatd Hula, Mi 48304

NEWER CONDOS MUST BE SOLD!

YORKTOWNE OF PLYMOUTH
OPEN SAT. AND SUN.

Only 8 units left. Features include 2 bed-

rooms, 2 baths, central air, 2 tier deck, 1 or

2 car garage. Wooded sites available. In

the Heart of Plymouth, from $82,900.

NO
REASONABLE OFFER

REFUSED

CALL JIM MANNA

478-6200

ABOVE THE
CROWD
RE/MAX

FOREMOST

WELCOMES
JIBRAN (JIV)
MANNA

As il's newost
member, Jim has been &
Realtor for the past 5
years excelling In sales
Above The Crowd.
Serving Weslem Wayne
& Oakland Countles.

473-6200

ES

CALIBURN

TATES/MANOR

Models Located at 7 Mile Rd., E. of Newburgh

CONTEM POR Y. STYLES

CuU

Last Chance To Buy New In Livonia

STOM

BUILT TO ORDER
See Our Upcoming New Models

« 3 or 4 Bedrooms
« Fireplace
« Ceramic tile baths

Hurry Before Prlce

« Stained woodwork - .
» Cathedral ceilings §
« Brick all 4 sides

From $ 1 85 900

Call for more info:
JIM MANNA

Model...464-8787
(Open 1-6 Dally)

Increase

473-6200




