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Michigan tub manufacturers compete for same market

AP — Taking o bath can be a

filled to allow for a deep-bath hy-

difficult and T{ expori-
ence, somotimes even a humillot-
ing one, for people who need help
getting in and out of a standard
tub.

To aoddress that, two Grand
Traverse area companica make

It proved to be popular for hos.
pitals, nursing homes and oven
some private homes, In 1883, the
Bather received a Michigan Now
Product Award from the state De-
partment of Commerco nnd thu

special bnthing i for the
elderlyand h

Society of Profc

The launch of a sccond pro-

ducer raises tho prospect of a
“tub.of-war” for sales, but both
say the market is growing and
there's probably room for all to
prosper.

Both compantes can trace their
roots back about 10 yeors, when
Art Sills and John Kraft came up
with a now tub system called the
Bather. It featured a front tub
wull that lifted up and out of the

Penplo could walk in and sit
down on the built-in seat without
having to climb over a high siil,
The front wall was then lowered
and sealed into place and the tub

’l‘odny_Sllcraft Corp. expects to
sell about 360 front-opening bath-
ing units of various styles and
configurations. Ono includes a
model with a front wall that
swings to the side liko a car door.
Prices range from $3,600 up to

$9,000.

But Sills, who in 1989 sold off
his share of SilcraRt, haa since
formed his own company, Grand
Traverse Technologics Inc. He
says he's come up with a new ap-
proach that he thinks will have
oven broader appeal.

It's a tub with a front wall that
rolls down and under the tub, The
new Freedom Bath unit fits in the

aame spaco o8 the standard bath-
tub. Prices, including whirlpool
equipment, start at $3,400,

Once the rollaway door Is
pulled up, a seal inflates to create
a snug fit with the rest of the tub,
It’'s same type of i on.seal

soon,

Getting up to speed is becom-
ing urgent, he soid, because a re-
cent showing of the Freedom Bath
at trade shows drew very strong
intorest and firm orders.

lng will take place

\ Y

In until a new

system used for he
Abrams A-1 tank and nuctear fa-
cilities, Sills sald.

“ figured if thoy could do it, 1
cu{x do it with my bathtub,” he
sald.

So far, Sills has a single prepro-
duction model of his new tub, but
sald he has the gears turning to
begin manufacture and delivery

Success in

Finding & good contractor and
eatablishing an effective working
relationship is a little like court.
ship and marriage. First you havo
to make a good match; then you
have to live with your choico at

6,000- squnre .foot plant in built in
Traverso City's Airport Industrial
Park, he snid.

.

“That already may be too small ’

based on the interest we aro got-
ting," Sills said.

The company's patent nppllw-
tion lists 50 features of the Free-
dom Bath as unique, Sills said.

Another design goal- was to
moke surc the bather wouldn’t
need help to operate the unit, And
it had to look nice.

“This {s something they can bo
proud of and not eshomed of,”
Siils sald, “This looks like a de-
luxe whirlpool spa. I think it's 8

ery timely pmduct and it works
for o]l markots,”

Meanwhilo Kraft, president of
Silcraft, is rolling out his own line
of new bnthlng products, includ-
ing a barrier-frce shower that fits
in a standard shower space and
the side-swinging door tub model,

“Qur offort still remains

focused on the nursing homo
product line,” Kraft said. “There
is a good potential market in the
home cara and retircment mar-
kets, but it’s still a little ill-de.
fined yet.”

Silcraft hos come a long way
from its rocky years of lnumlng
about the industry and is ridw
gecing increased sales and decent
profits, Kraft said.

“In some regards, we may be
competing with Art, but I doubt
many will notice that outside nl‘
tho local area,” he said,

“Iil Iu: interesting and wmh
him well.”

building lies in contractor ch01ce

Ieast until the houso s finished.
Here are o few tips from Build-

ing Ideas magazine.

H Get the nomes of several con-

tractors. Ask for recommenda.

tions from your architect, banker,

ar friecnds who have recently
worked with contractors.

¥ Get eatimates from soveral con-
tractora, Ask the ones that inter-
st you to give you rough cost esti-
matea. Discuss ideas with them;

ask for advice. A reliable contmp.
tor will tell you an estimote may
be slightly higher or lower than
the final bid because not all mate.
rinls and labor are precisely fig.
ured at the time,

Everyone's Flocking In _

Lwe In Nature’s Backyard

You expect this level of
luxury in Bloomficld Hills.
But not this price.

'Ib See Gur Fabulous New Models
From $159,900.

You'll find our brand new coliection of datached candominlum homes
more atfordable, more liveable and more luxuricus than ever biefore!

Wa've added exciting new ranch, colonlals and 1% stosy loft plans with
alry, open interiors, breathtaking wooded views and prime sites for
walk-out levels.

Within the cily limits of Bloomficld Hills,
the smast money is buying at Boulder Park.
Come sce our brand new collection of classic
twa-story plans wilh first floor Master
Sultes at remarkably affordable prices.
Detached Lusury Condomintums

Boulder Park

me on Woodwand nofth of Lonc Pine.
man & Komet Duilling, Elvm’\my
iodat 47559 Ofce
Open Daily & Weekends 12-3 p.m. (Clonerd 'muml.u)
Mw l\‘(lelﬂl\ld

So come see our fumished models and remarkably
natueal surroundings.

Now we're even easier to got to, via nmdy z
paged Halstead Road, Once here, you'll
find Tha Lagoons sults a variety of

lifgstyles, most

espectally yours. .
lndll;l,'ldu‘nll homes wmln Impeceably crafted from
condominium convenience.

Unique model plans or $249.500
designed to your tastes. Unlts Available For Open Dally

Walk-out sites with a 14
acre wooded park view.
Minutes from
downtown Plymouth.
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L3 Of DEER CREEK

§ S§|«am N. uﬂPn'r.ll Rd. between Beek & Ridge
AHM ARDOR TR At rear of Deer Creek Sub.
| At ATOR 0. MODEL: 454-9305

Exclusive Lakefront
We saved the best homes for 1ast. The blulf setting for these 2 luxury
homes overlooking Blue Heron Lake is the best view you'll ever sce.
2900-4200 sq. ft. of living space featuring massive arched windows,
vaulted crilings, gourmet kitchens, formal dining rooms, 2 fireplaces,
Jacuzais, boat docks, Priced from *295,000.

Fren $295,000

344-8808

Madels Opon Noon-6:00 p.m,

ALL THE BEST
OF WEST BLOOMEZELD

The Woods of Orchard Lake reflects the
sway you llve inday. Surrounded by four
. all-sports lakes, Orchard Lake
Country Club, softball and soccer *
* fiekds, West Rloomfield’s *Natlonal
.s Exemplary Schoals,” restaurants
3 8 and shupping...all the activities of -
fF2_ interest to your family, E

-
Thick woadlands, rolllag hills -
and Impressive entrance walls
feame creative new home

§ deslgns tike no other, Sce your
%E e own reflection today. Executlves
2 i class homes from $279.,000.

WITH CLASSIFIED

@hsemer 8 Fceentric ==
C asgj

844-1100 Onkland County 591.0900 Wayne County
052-3222 Rochestoer/Rochesier Hills

Pramatlc walk-out sites availahle,

Open Dadly 12:5 pm.

- tocated sauth of (Closed Thunday)
Commetce Rnad on the west Call: 363-8990
side of Old Orchard Trail
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