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County’s new culture czar
seeks to work some magic

As L. Brooks Patterson assembles
his new staff, the Observer & Ec-
centric will spotlight appointees
and the jobs they will be perform-
ing for county residents.

BY PAT MURPHY
STAYF WRITER

.- At a press conference to intro-
duce some of his new appointees,
L. Brooks Patterson turned to his
new coordinator of cultural affaire
and quipped, “Make this front
row disappear, will you?"

The Oankland County Exccu-
tive-elect was joking, of course.
The front row was reserved for the
medin, the very people invitedto
generate stories about his new ad-
minlstration.

Patterson probably has some
other magie in mind for the new
culture czar anyway . . . like im-
proving communications with
some of the movers and shakers

Jopi Detroit's d
theater district,

Steve Weikal would appear to
hove excellent credentials for that
kind of megic. The 1981 d

pens to work in the entertainment
field,” Weikal said this week
when asked about his ties to De-
trolt's cmerging theater district.

“_’eikul, the youngest of Patter-
son's i d d

ment — Blackstone Intraduced

Weikal to Roy Shepardson, who

needed a numbors cruncher with
n feel for show business.

Weikal had not only a ﬁnun;cl

1 bacl 1, but

cum laude from Michigan State
University with a degree in cco-
nomics and hos done graduate
wark at the University of Adelalde
in South Australia, His transition
from tho world of finance into the
realm of the theater was mugic
. literally,

He had been dolng card tricks
and making things dlsappear
since, at the age of 10, he saw a
magic show at Abbott Middle
School, The hobby turned into a
Jjob — making financial problems
i — when he developed

show t 4

also “the ability to do mnny
things well,” snid Shepardson,
who directed the restoration of
the Fox Theatre.

“He's flexible and not at all
bashful,” Shepardson continued.
““That's important.”

‘Weikal said hia forte is bringing
resources together, To illustrate,
he points to the role he plays in
the annual Governor's Arts
Awards program, the program to
recognize and promote the arts in
Michigan. Weikal worked on the

ion program once for

his own magic show for hlrcl at
parties and busk

gatheringa.

It was while pursuing his magic
hobby that young Weikal struck
up a fricndship with a gitl named
Cynthia. Her father | i to

arts
Gov, James Blanchard and twice
for Gov. John Engler,

Weikal said his lifc, so far, hos
been pretty free of political or gov-
ernmental involvement, cxcept for
a brief internship with Sen, David
Honi R-West  Bloomficld

be Harry Blockstone Jr, the
‘WOl ] ici

of West Blaomfield High Schaol
works with Ry Shepardson, who
helped remodet the Fox Theatre,
and Weikal has worked on rcju-
venating the State, Gem and
Grand Circus thenters.

It was in the cards
“I'm a numbers guy who hap-

rld rel

Weikal has worked es Black-
stonc’s nssistant many times
since then, the most recent being
last month in Baltimore.

A perfect fit

Equally important — in his
transition from mogic to the the-
ater to Qakland County govern-
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Nor are his parents, David and
Peg Weikal who still live in West
Bloomficld, particularily invelved
in politics,

Magic networking
Weikal soid he was introduced
to Patterson the samo way he met
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Theater gem: Steve Weikal, pictured in front of Detroit’s Gem Theatre, is considered a
numbers whiz with a flair for magic. He is the county's new cultural czar.

Shepardson . . . through the me-
dium of magie. “l wos doing
{magic) a fund raiser for the Men
of Mercy (Hospital) in Oakland
County. I think I met him several
other times, usually at magic
shows."

Asked whether luring theater
development from Detroit was o
factor in intl Weikal,

ment frem Detroit,” said the exec-
utive-elect, “The reverse is true,

“We want to increasc contact
.with downtown Detroit so there
might be some joint ventures in
the arca of cultural affairs or en-
tertainment, We want to reach
acrosa Eight Mile Road.

“With Steve's contacts and ex-
some avenues may be

Patterson said no ., . . and yes.
“No, the goal is not to lure

opened up both ways."
Weikal said he intends to bring
a “definite i 4}

some of that (thcater) develoy

to tho county's office of cultural
affalrs.”

“I want to continue some of the
things the county has already
started,” he said, “like expanding
cultural _opportunities in the
schools. But I do have a financial
background.”

Weikal, who iz single, will re-
place Virginin Rodgers as director
of Oakland’s cultural affairs. She
has held that position for nine
years,
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