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Holiday books offer novel stdry lines

Ever enter a book-
store for some holiday
shopplng and feel
overwhelmed by the
sheer number of
books you have to
choose from? If o,
perhaps you could use
a few suggestions, just
to get you started in
the right direction,

: Here's ;1 }i;t o{ some
very epecial books
V'crgf”} nxnilnblu tgiholiday
this

To begin with, it's a bestseller that,
in places, reads liko heartstopping po-
etry, Second, {t’s a story about two peo-
ple who fall head-over-heels in love at
firat sight for all eternity. And — imag-
ine — both are over 40! Finally, the
whole mystical, mngical affair takes
place not in some exotic faraway, nev-
er-never land, but in the heart of Iowa
farm country.

. Though Waller is just a bit uncon-
vincing at times, his ability to point
picturca with a few simplo but glorious
words is what most readers will long

(Y Y

B “Nothing But Blue Skies,” by
Thomas McGuane (Houghton Mifftin/
Seymour Lawrence, $21.95). Poor, be-
fuddled, middle-nged Frank Copen-
haver, Ho thought he was adjusting to
change as the 21st Century bore down -
upon him. But as this atory opons, his
wife of many years is leaving him and
he is going downhill fast, His love of
fishing and the great Montana out-
doors seem tho only saving grace avail-
able as he loses friends, fortune and
self-respect.

“Nothing But Blue Skics” is a some-
times sad, sometimes hilarious story
sure to please all those on your list who
enjoy a well-told, earthy tale enlivencd
by colorfut characters,

Part of the pleasure here is finding
yourself via McGuane's highly evoca-
tive prosc in the midst of beautiful Big
Sky Country.

B “Dying For Chocolate,” by Diane
Mott Davidson (Bantam, $19.60) . This
whodunit should come with a high-
calorie, high-cholesterol warning print-
cd on its luacious, glossy cover, Its ap-
pealing heroine, Goldy Bear, makes her
living 8s a caterer and, scattered
throughout this fast-moving mystery,
you'll find scveral recipes for the de-
lectable dishes she whips up for cli-

nts,

While Goldy creates in the kitchen,
she also copes with a teenager, hides
from a violent ex-hushand, tries to fig-
ure who's writing excorinting reviews of
her cuisine in the local newspaper,
works on her love Jife and solves this
murder mystery.

B With the world of Colorado’s
nouvenu riche as its backdrop, “Dying
For Chocolate” will satisfy all readers
hungry for a healthy dollop of armchair
adventure, To double the fun of the
gift, you could always include a batch
of those oh-so-chacolatey Letha Lay-
ers. The recipe’s on Page 90.
o “The Bridges of Madison County,”
Ly Robert James Waller (Warner
Books, $14.95). “The watermelon wae
perfect, The beer was cold, The evening
was blue, Francesca Johnsan was 45
years old and Hank Snow sang a train
song on KMA, Shenandoah, lowa,”
Welcome to Madison County, where
a man who has lost his way stops to
ask for help from an Iown form woman
and an unforgettable experience en-

sues.

This brief, elegantly simple novel by
writer-photographer Waller should be
placed in a museum somewhere with a
sign underneath that reads “Rare Lit-
erary Accomplishment.”

ber, This is an outstanding

book.

W “JFK: Reckless Youth,” by Nigel
Hamilton (976 pp., Random, $30). Sig-
nificant in size, quality and readabili.
ty, this first volumo in a planned trilo-
gy of the former president’s life may be
the moat thorough of the many biogra-
phiea on the subject.

Readers who see JFK as a great and
tragic figure, and readers who see him
merely a8 as well-connected, char.
ismatic philanderer, will probably find
themselves closer to the beart of the
man after reading this book,

Ending in 1946, as Kennedy em-
barks on what would prove to be n his.
torical political carcer, Homilton's bi.
ography takes us through the earliest
years, and on to JFK's wartime naval
carecr, his affair with the suspected
Nazispy, Ingn Arvad, his first cam-
paigns and ultimately his election to

cian Yehudi Menuhin (in undershirt),
How's that for cclecticism? All photos
are In color.

M “Nowhere is a Place: Travels in Pa-
tagonia,” by Bruce Chatwin and Paul
Theroux; photos by Jeff Gnass (Sierra
Club, $25). When Magellan discovered
it in 1620, “Patogonin was . . , n coun-
try of black fogs and whirlwinds at the
end of the inhabited world,”

So writes the Jate Bruce Chatwin in
this travel book co-authored by fellow
travet writer Theroux. Originating as a
lecture, the two of them put together
for London's Royal Geographie Soci-
ety, “Nowhere is a Place” is not just a
memoir of their travels in this mysteri-
cus region at the southernmost tip of
South America.

It is nlso a commentary on how its
Avanlnt, 4ol 1 n P lccbergn
and lonely pampas have long enchant.
ed the literary imagination, You'll find
references to it in the works of Shake-
speare, Conan Doyle, Poe, Melville,
Coleridge and many others, Gnasa,
whose haunting photographs capture

iderabl hantment here, calls
Patagonia a place “where man is forev-
er a visitor.”

Other holiday geodics: Betty Palmer
Nelson's quict novel of Tennesseo
country folk, “Pursuit of Bliss"; Gay
Rubin's captivating short story collec-
tion, 'On A Good Day"; Janet
Lembke's 1D Birds:

Goodread: Thomas McGuane's
“Nothing But Blue Shkies” isa
sometimes sad, sometimes hi-
larious tale ($21.95) :

A Naturalist's Aviary™; actor Yves
Montand’s entertaining autobjogra-
phy, “You See, I Haven't Forgotten™;
and Gloria Naylor's lively bestseller,
“Bailey’s Cafe.”

g Heulth prob! py tl,
affected Kennedy much more than
most of us knew, as did a rather unfor-
tunate luck of the draw when it came
to parents. Photas,

B “A Day in the Night of America,” by
Kevin Coyne (Random, $22), It's about
time somebody paid proper attention
to one of the most ignored groups
arcund: the people who work the night
shift in this country.

In this, his first book — and what an
impressive debut it is — Coyne exam-
ines American nightsiders from sea to
shining sea and many points in be-
tween. He begins with Gloucester
fishermen and concludes in Alaska on
the shortest night of the year. Bakers,
foundry workers, tugboaters and others
seem to walk right off these pages,

You'll also meet some people you
may not have ever thought about: the
traders on Wall Street, for instance,
whose job it is to keep up with markets
on the other side of the planet while
the rest of us drenm on.

W “Public Appenrances 1987-1991,"
Lord Snowdon (Vendome, $40). For the
phatographer on your list, you can't go
wrong with this, the 14th collection of
pictures by one of Britain’s most gifted
photographets.

Snowdon has gathered together 90
celebrities along with some rather un-
conventional props — a tollet seat, a
ragged lampshade, a banang, a motor-
cycle, some hair cutlers — and put
them together with a touch of wit and
lots of style. This boak is the delightful
result.

Featured subjeets include Prime
Minister Jolin Major, author Graham
Greene, conductor Zubin Mchta (bare-
foot), actress Joan Collins (in shocking
pink), TV's John Goodman and musi-
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