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It’s a wonderful week

for holiday TV

Fun, music, parade

in store for family

By Dan Rice

Traditlenally, too much Christ-
mastlme TV programming has
“borrowed” a moralistic theme
from one of three sources: Charles
Dickens' A Christmas Carol, O,
Henry's The Gift of the Magi or
Frank Capra’s It's @ Weonderful
Life. Many viewers understandably
dread the season with Its plethora of
sitcam characters visited by the
Ghost of Christmas Past or strug-
gling wlith the questton of what life
would have been like had they never
been born. Fortunately, the Yule
tube has some worthy cofferings as
well.

There are two big network holi-
day speclals for the week beglnning
Sunday, Dec. 20. CBS' Holiday
Greetings From Ed Sullivan, alr-
ing in prime time Sunday, is a cal-
lectlon of holiday-themed perfor-
mances from the 20-year span of the
late showman’s varicty series. Bob
Newbhart serves as host of the two-
hour speclal. ABC offers the best bet
for Christmas mornlng (Friday,
Dec. 25) with Its Wait Disney
World Very Merry Christmas

Parade. Hosts Joan Lunden and
Regis Phitbin welcome Gelden Pal-
ace stars Betty White and Cheech
Marin,

Several network serles features
new episodes related to the holidays
thls week, On Sunday, Fox presents
“The Dysfunctional Family Chrlst.
mas" on In Living Coler, {ollowed
by a hollday baptlsm en Roc and an
eplsode of Married..With Chil-
dren that finds Al working as a
shopping mall Santa. Tuesday, Dee.
22, on CBS, a paramedic dressed as
Santa Claus dellvers o baby on Res-
cue: pil,

Children will enjoy the CBS re-
broad of two animated special
Thursday, Dee. 24. "Twas the Night
Before Christinas, a muslcal adap-
tation of Clement Moore's poem, is
followed by A Wish for Wings
That Work, In which Bloom Coun-
ty's Bl the Cat helps Opus the pen-
guin contact Santa Claus with his
special request.

As always, The Disney Channcl
can be depended on for a full slate
of hollday programs for the kids, In-
cluding Babes in Toyland, starring
Annette Funicello, on Sunday and
‘Thursday.

Children and adults alike will ap-
preclate two documentaries alring

Fridoy on The Discovery Channel.
First, the people of the Finnish vil-
Jage of Santa Claus can be seen car-
ing for their relndeer herds in The
Daughter of Santa Claus. Then
holiday dessert I3 the subject of the
lighthearted speclal Fruitcake.

Both tradltional and contempo-
rary hollday musle brighten the
week. Tuesday on A&E Stage, the
250th anniversary of Handel's Mes-
siak s honored with a gala per-
formance in Dublln, Ireland, featur-
Ing world-class soloists, The Learn-
Ing Channel goes to QOxford,
England, on Friday morning for
Carals From Christ Church, The
Nashville Network’s The Twelve
Videos of Christmas airs Thurs-
day and Frlday, while VH-1 offers
The Soul of Christmas, with host
Vanessa illiams, on the same
days. New Vision Christmas, alp-
Ing Friday on VH-1, features the
musle of Leon Redbone and Joan
Bacez.
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