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+A story: Learning to love Larry

BY ANNETTE FERRARA
8PECIAL WRITER

Even when [ was very young, 1
knew there was something epccial
nbout Larry. I suppose at that
time I could relate to him, but
then I grew up. Physically, Larry
grow up too. Mentally, he did not.

My dad tried to explain that his
brother 18 mentally handicapped.
Those are big words for a small
child to grasp. All I knew was that
Larry talked funny and he liked
cartoons ns much as 1 did. When
he visited it was just like having 8
friend over. We tried to play
; schoal, but Larry couldn't read.
" He did not know his ABCs and
i

would get casily discouraged.
Some time during adolescence,
my feelings for Larry changed. In-
atead of being excited over his vis-
_. its, T began to aveid them. I had
2%-'no more interest in cartoons, or
"*the desire to watch them with o
30-year-old man who sucked his
thumb. To put it simply, 1 was

' embarrassed by my uncle.

H I remember hiding in the base-
ment with my friend Leslie, We
were standing behind an antique
dresser, spying on Larry. He wos
.Ilmening to his records and sing-
‘ing olong with Emie and Bert of
.*“Sesame Street.” Unable to con-
“'trol ourselves, Lealic and T burat
Into laughter. Neecdless to say,
““Larry discovered our hiding place.
When he saw us, he laughed too,

for he thought we were laughing
with him. He did not know we
were lnughing at him.

I know there were times my
parents were embarrassed an well.
One day when we were oll in the
yard, an Oriental man drove up to
my dad-and asked him for direc-
tions. Larry was pulling at his
temples to moke his own eyes ap-
pear slanted. Then ke put his
hands together and repeatedly
bowed to the man in the car. For-
tunately, the man was gracious
and insisted he was not offended,
but my dad was speechless,

Somewhere along the line, I got
over my embarrassment. Around
the time I started high achool 1
hecame more tolerant of Larry.
My friends liked him, too, Larry's
favorite TV show was “The Hon-
eymoongrs.” He watched all the
reruns, - then  entertained my
friends with Jackie Gleason im-
personations.

Around my junior year, | I (uuk

nny genctic dlsordcm in our fami-

h. angered me to discover that
Larry did not have a chance at a
normal life because of human cr-
ror. 1 decided 1 did not really
know Larry the way that I should,
so one day I visited him at his
group home. He was ao oxcited to
see me. He introduced ma to eve
cryone on the home stafl, moking
sure to inform them that I was his
nicee and he used to take care of
me when 1 was little.

- Later that day, we went to Lar-
ry's fuvorite restaurant, Elias
Brothers, He talked on and on
about his recycling job at the
supermarket, so after lunch we
went to his work. Agnin, he intro-
duced me to his friends. It scemed
as though Larry knew everyonc,
and everyone loved Laotry, People
were hugging him and waving to
him. I could tell he enjoyed the
attention. He was very proud of
his home, his work and his

friends. I realized I was very
proud of him too.

Larry and I have grown closer
over the years. He is in his forties
now, but he js still the same won-
derful person he was when Iwas o
little girl. He stlll gets excited
about Christmes. Even though we
have informed him that Santa
Claus docs not exist, Larry insists
that ho does,

Sometimes | wonder what it
would be like to see the world
through Larry's eyes, He is like an
innocent child who sees only the
good in other people. He is always
eager to please and he loves to sit
and talk, I'm glad I grew up and
learned to Jisten. I atill like to
tease him though, but now he
doesn't tako it, In his best Jackie
Glenson voice he informe me I'm
headed “straight for the moon.”

Annette Ferrara is an Oakland
University senior majoring in
busincss and psychology, She lives
in Birmingham.

an intereat In Lory's
asked wmy parents questions nbuul
why he was meatally handi-
capped. I was concerned it was
hereditary or a form of Down’s

Syndrome or Fragile X 1

My parents explained thet Larry
became brain-damaged ot birth
when the physician used forceps
during his delivery, Lorry has in-
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I.eamln process. Anneete Ferrara has a new apprecia-
tion of her Uncle Larry, and his cluld like excitement

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
13542 Mercedes St., Redford
(1 block S. of Schooleraft, 1 block E. of Inkster)
Phone: 538-2660
7:00 p.m. Christnias Eve — Candlelight Service
10:00 a.m. Christumas Day — Christmas Suervice

Special Finnish language Christmas service at
8:30 a.m. on Christmas Day

@ogede

Qaadens CPnegb Jtefuan Cluel

Hubbard at West Chicago

Livonia 422-0494
December 20 — Sunday

10:30 a.m. - Sunday Morning Worship
7:00 p.m. - Children’s Christmas Pageant

December.24 — Christmas Eve
5:00 p.m. - Family Secvice
10:00 p.m. - Communion Service
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